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iiiiwilliii^' to coitiiorate witli thu Cuimur- ntiitVilcratioii wiin foniuMi iiiul ^ovoriu>il

vali\e iniiii^lcrM in a coalilioii niiiiixliv, at iirrtt !i_v a iinioii nl' |iarti(>N.

lor till! |>iir|H)sc ol' jrL'Uiiij; rid t»l tiii' diis- Tin' atltlri'ss which, at ihi' chiNo of his

tui'hin^r coiistitutioniil (ititMtioiiH, uiul ut' forlieth yuar in pulilic litu, wuh |)ri'Hi>iit-

foi'initi;^ a t't'dcral union of I lie I'ldviiiccH.

ThuM thi' (h'adlock lu'twi'i-n tiio two jiai'

tit'H hi()ii^;lit. about the Lihi-ral-C'onMiiva-

tive alliancf which t'ui-iiioil thu Dumiuion

of Cana(hi.

Hut till! Canadian "duadlock" would

iitivur have produced confodemtion had

not otht"- causes contiihulcd materially

to that result, 'i'hc! lower Provinces were

ctonsideriiifT a union amon^ themselves

ed to Sir ilohn Macdoiiald in 'I'oronto,

in hSK'l, contains tht^ following pura-

jjraphs :
—

"The luiiipy results of Hritisli ride in

North America, lie^un when the jiolic/

of I'itt was a('com|ilished liy the valor

of Wolfe, would have been iniiierfect, if

not frustrated, liut for the cordial rela-

tions wliich you have for nearly half a

century maintained, in spite of unjust

on lines which lia<l been laid down in and unpatriotic criticism, willi tliu loyal

an indetinite way for half a contiiry. men of j^enius who luivc bet'u the chiefs

This was one contributinj^ cause. 'J'iien of the loyal Canadians of (.Quebec; and

the rccij)rocity treaty with the United on this occasion we would minj^lo with

States was about to be abolished. That

was clear from the expressions of opin-

ion in the United States, and the ne-

cessity for more interprovincial trade

bec;an to be foreseen. The Fenian inva-

sion of liStiO ffave. later on, a new im-

petus to the efforts of the fathers of the

confederation. The need for a larger

revenue, for more and more perfect pub-

our feli(Mtations to yourself a tribute of

grateful remembrance of Cartier, whoso

statue rises in another city to bear wit-

ness to his ])ublic deeds and to keep his

menu)ry green.

" The hopes of imperial and the i)ol-

icy of Canadian statesmen to found u

strong and lasting confederation of the

British North American Provinces might

lie works and railways, and for a more have been prevented from early accom-

uniforni trade jmlicy was ai)i)arent; and plishment but for your unselhsh conduct,

the wisdom of erecting a lasting bul- your generous recognition of the sincer-

wark of British power on this continent ity of political opponents, your willing-

was clear to all Canadian public men. ness to admit to your counsels men of

What was wanted at this i)oint was a genius and skill when the service of

man who could take in hand the varied the nation was paramount to the service

groujjs of political forces, unite them, of party. And history will recall with

mould them, inspire them, and give them impartial admiration your agreement in

confidence in themselves and in the fu- policy and your continuance in friend-

ture of the country. Such a man was shij) with Brown and Howe, with Hincks

found in Mr. John A. Macdonald, who, and McGee, rein-esenting phases of opin-

on the first day of July, 1867, became ion which, with the quick sympathy of

Premier of the Dominion, and who now, genius, you conciliated, at a time of cri-

by the favor of the Queen, became Sir sis, to the service of the state."

John Macdonald. He had at his dis- In substance these are the merits

posal at this time the leading men of which his friends claimed for Sir John

hoth sides of ])olitics ; for although Mr. Mecdonald ; and on the occasion in ques-

Brown, who had taken the first step tion, in the course of a long review of

towards the coalition of parties, had his public career, he took these i)ara-

withdrawn from the ministry in a short graphs for his text, and accepted and

time, he was unable to check the move- detailed the views ex])ressed in them,

ment in the other Provinces, and the The tasks which Sir John Macdonald


