
head-quarlors.) We were not idle, in the mean time, in

town : we got the merlons and embrasures repaired
;
platforms

laid, guns mounted, die picketing at Cape Diamond and

behind iiie Hotel D'eu repaired ; barriers were made between

the upper and lower town, and at the extremities of the lower

town, at Sault-au-Matelot, and at the other side, at Pres-de-

Viile, which, you may remember, is on the further side of

the King's wharf, past the old King's forges ; these posts

were strengthened with cannon. In that situation, we were

in the month of December ; about tho 14th, Mr. Montgomery
got a battery formed of gabions, filled with snow, and

rammed close, with water thrown on it, which made it

freeze, which, intermixed with fascines and snow, did not

answer well ; but, as well as could be expected. On this

bcttery, he mounted five gu is, 12 and O-pounderj, and then

sen; a flag of truce, wliich the General would not receive,

except on condition that they came to implore the King^s

mercy, which, indt^ed, was the way he treated several flags

of trace Ihal the enemy wanted to send in. Mr. Montgomery

then contrived to have several letters thrown into the town

and inhabitants of theon arrows, directed to the

town, full of threats and scurrility. He then opened his

battery, which was erected on a rising ground, in a line with

the tanners, who lived on the road to Saiis Bruit^ but without

any effect ; and Arnold's corps, which took post in St. Roch,

under our walls, were continuailly firing at our sentries—the

three Rifle companies in particular—these sometimes

wounding a sentry. They also got seven Royals behind

Grant's house,* and threw a number of shell? into town, also

to no effect ; and their battery was soon si'cnced, and some

of their guns dismounted by the supeiior fiie from the town.

About the 23rd, at night, my clerk made his escape, and

brought with him one of their people. Kc effected it by

getting a bottle of rum, and making the sentry over him

drunk. He brought us the nrst certain accounts of their

intention to storm the town ; of their having ladders prepared,

<L^
* Grant's house stood about the centre of St. Roch.


