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In course of time some adventurous traders of the Eed River
Colony explored southwards, following the course of the Red
River to its source, and then crossing the plateau of swamps from
which the tributaries of the IMississippi and Red River take their

rise, came upon the head-waters of the Minnay Sotor, and thus

prepared the way for developing the natural outlet for the com-
merce of Red River to St. raul, at the head of the navigation

on the Mississippi, and to the then projected terminus of the

railroad system of the United States. The railroad was soon

extended northwards across the marshy plateau to the head-
waters of Red River ; and with these facilities, the emigrants

coming to Minnesota, and finding the country to the westward a
wild, dreary waste unfavourable for settlement, pushed forward

down the Red River Valley and established themselves on the

river-bank towards the frontier. Subsequently, in 1869, on the

creation of the Dominion of Canada, the territory rights of the

Hudson's Bay Company were sold to the new Dominion, and after

the peaceful settlement of the rebellion in Red River, by the

expedition under Sir Garnet Wolseley, the Colony was made a
Province of the new Dominion, and a route, available during

the summer only, was opened out at enormous cost through
British territory, following generally the old canoe-route of the

French fur-traders, by which emigrants were encouraged by
the Government to settle in the new Province. Thus new
settlers came in from the south, and to some extent from the

east by the new route, and established themselves in the valley

in the neighbourhood of the boundary-line. Near this supposed

locality, some twenty years ago, the Hudson's Bay Company had
established a trading-post, where the Chippeway Indians, living

and hunting near the lakes to the south and east, traded their

furs. It was contended by the United States authorities that

the Hudson's Bay Company's trading-post was on the American
side of the line, and this contested pomt remained in abeyance
till the British and United States Governments agreed to

appoint a Joint Commission to settle the matter, and at the

same time to complete the demarcation of the boundary-line

across the continent, from the point at the north-west corner

of the Lake of the Woods, estaolished in 1825 (the western-

most point agreed to between the two Governments under
the 7th Ar\'icle of the Treaty of Ghent), to the summit of

the Rocky Mountains, the westernmost point agreed to and
established fourteen years ago under the Oregon Treaty of

the 15th of June, 1840. The interval of boundary thus re-

maining undefined comprised about 900 miles of frontier line

in the central portion of the Continent, and, in the words of

the treaty, this portion of the boundary was to be "A line


