
24 A Sermon before the Society

Manner, and yet Men are not fatisfied—What is

Perverfenels, if this is not fo ? It is the very

Temper, which our Saviour cenfured in the ^Pha-^

rijeesy comparing it to the Frowardneis of Chil-

dren, whom neither Mirth nor Serioufnels could

pleale— a Condud pardonable indeed in Chil-

dren, but an huge Reproach to Men, and an Ar-

gument how much even our Penetration and \Ji\^

derftanding may hurt us, when it is not under the

guidance ofModefty and a due Submiffion and Re-

lignation to the Way s ofProvidence. Confidering

the Nature and Tendency of our Saviour's Doc-

trine, it were hardly to be conceived, that ever

there Ihould have come a Time when it Ihould be

made a Qjieftion, whether the Wifdom and Good-

nels of God was not moft apparent in providing,

That the Poor had the Golpcl prcach'd unto them.

Secondly^ Hence we may be taught to pais ^

juft Judgment upon the Iniquity of the Roman
Church, and how much their Pra^ice tends to

defeat the Defigns of Providence \ in Ihutting up
the Holy Scriptures, where they can do it, in an

unknown Tongue ^ denying the People the \5iQ

of that living Water • and, inftead of folid and

ufeful and Chriftian Dodrines, amufing them with

lying. Legends, idle Tales, and fruitlefs Myfteries.

No Thanks to thele faithlefs Stewards of the

Goijpel, that the World is not funk again into

Barbarilin
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