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4 Clriptcr I.

readied a ^^ood campin^f-ffrouivl, and the dogs -ere tired, we sto]4:)ed.

Lowest teni])eratiif,' l;ist niglit, — ^ ' ^al - 2".S C.)."

riie i( e eoiitiiuied to become mo'-e t e 4I! <j; the following days,

and our marches often rniounted to 14 min... o\ )re in the d; v. Now
and then a misfortune might happen which detanicd us, as, fo' nsiance,

one tla\' a shar|- spike of ice which was standing up cut a hole m a sack

of fi>h Hour, ano nil the delicious food ran out. It took u> more than

an hour to coUeit u all again, and rei)air the damages. Then the

odometer got broken through being jammed in s(jme uneven ice, and

it look some hourn to mentl it by a process of lashing. But on we

went northwards, often over great, wide ice-plains which seemed as if

they mu^t str tch right to the Pole. Sometimes it happened that we

])as.^ed tlirou__;a places where the ice was "unusually massive, with high

hummocks, so that it looked like undulatinjr country coNjied with

snow.' Th' . was undoubtedly very old ice, which had drifted in the

Polar Sea lor a long time on its way from the Siberian Sea to ti;e east

coast of Greenland, and must have been subjected year after year to

severe pressure. High hummocks and mounds are thus formed, which

summer after summer are partially melted l)y the rays of the sun, and

again in the winters covered with great drifts of snow, su that they

assume forms which resemble icediills, rather than piles of sea-ice

resulting from upheaval.

Wednesday, March 20th, my diary says :

*' IJeautiful weather for

travelling in, with fine sunsets ; but somewhat cold, particularly in the

bag, at nights (it was — 4i'8°and — 43"6° Fahr., or — 41° and 42° C).

The ice api)ears to be getting more even the farther we advance, and

in some places it is like travelling over * inland-ice.' If this goes on

the whole thing will he done in no time."' That day we lost our

odometer, and as we did not find it out till some time afterwards, and I

did not know how far we might have to go back, I thouglit it was not

worth while to return and look for it. It was the cause, however, of our

only being able subsetjuently to guess approximately at the distance we

h.ul gone during the day. We had another misiiap, too, that day.

much hen Ilt from tlie imnicniatc frce/.ing of the water wh'ch woultl have entered

lliem, fur tlicy jjiovod to be not alsohUely impervious ; and this ice we had liien no

means of disUidging.


