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month ; and it is not therefore surprising that he often

injured himself by neglecting all sort of engagements.*

It may be readily inferred that he was particularly

negligent about all engagements and regulations bearing

upon the mere externals of life. That a man of his

condition and character must have been unusually care-

less about his personal appearance, follows as a matter

of course, and therefore we may pass over the references

of Wolflf to peculiarities of Maimon's dress. He was

usually to be seen out of doors clad in an overcoat which

had evidently not been made for himself, and which, we

may suspect, was intended as a convenient covering for

the defects of under-garments, his boots bearing the

weather-stains of many days, and his beard often show-

ing that for a good while he had forgotten his engage-

ment with his barber. In the latter years of his life he

abandoned the use of a wig, as well as of powder in his

hair, at a time when these changes must have been

regarded as rather daring innovations on prevalent

fashion. But in all his surroundings he showed what,

for a man of his intellectual attainments, seems a most

astonishing disregard of sanitary cleanliness and the

comfortable decencies of life. The state of his lodging

must have raised a shudder in any one sensitive to

disorder or uncleanliness. He acknowledged that he

was constantly at war with the housemaid on this subject,

• Maimoniana^ pp. 190-6.


