
lcnowle<lpre of the EiiRUsh lanjriiaKe"—a pretty ««;vere commentary on the claM
of seiiiiieti wc enlist iii llie Navy. Jt is very ile^inthle thiit we aboulU iKlopt

«omi' HNstcra by whiuh we eouUl obtain eiioiiKli bona flde Aim-rican seamen to
Jenven the crowd of l'ort'i(?iii'n» now on board u United .Stales vessel of war.
The crows of onr sliipH of war are k<J "'''''>".''' nia<le up of men from all parts of
the world, larjft'ly from the iScandinavian race, who do iiot aire what flan they
•ervo under. There are the descendants of the Huns, Oolhs, and other barba-
rians who once overran ICnropc. They enlist in our N:ivy Modcned in character,
but still free lances as of old. They serve for inoniy. with no sentiment for flag

or niitionality, and possibly if it came to an action with a ship of their own or a
lifi^hborintf nation, they would haul down the Atuerican llaj; and hoist that of
thfir own country.
The same qualities required for the seamen of fifty years hro are required for

the seiimen of vessels of war to-day. The better the Hcauiun the more easily be
will learn the improvements in gunnery and seamanship, and the best seamen
in the world are those who come from the New En^'and fisheries. They aro
th<'8tronH:est, hardiestdassofmen I knowof. They are exposed to all wealhern
and Ijcar the severest tempests. They are seamen all over, anil I will merely
add that in 1812 the ol<l Oonstitulio.i, whose (^vreer is familiar to every Ameri-
can, was manned almost altoKcther by Ma-ssachusetts fishermen.
As to any extra soienoe hein^f required to man our present and projected shlpa

of war. 1 would remark that the m.tnaKement of a ship is easier than it used to
l>e. but we re<(uire the same irood scamnnship we had in da.vs irmie by. With
a sleani-cap.stan and steam-winch twenty men can get a larRC vessel under
way. An oHicer on deck, a man at the wheel, and one at the lead, with the
above number on <leek for Kcneral pur|)oses, and the ship eiin go to sea with
the rest of the crew in their hammocks. Hut when the maeliinery is disabled
and the ship must rely on her ponderous yards and sails, we want every man
to under.stand Knglish and be a seaman from the crown of his head to the sole
of his foot. The modern guns, it is true, are larger than of -lUl. the machinery
to work them is a little more intricate, but a week's good drilling would teach
native-born seamen all that is essential, and a ship of war at the eml of that
period would l)e read.v for inspection b.v the board of inspection. When the
board of inspection finish their examination of a ship, she must go to sea ready
to meet any enen)v of etpial force, so that what happened previous to 1812, when
the Chcsaijcake wasdistrraced by the British ship Leopard, can never again oo-
our as long as the board of ins]>ection exists

If we can in a week drill a mongrel crew si .t every man knows liisvariona
stations on shipljoard. h'^w much easier woulo it V)e for us to <lo the same thing
with a crew of New Etig.and fishermen, hardy and active in thei;- persona and
Intelligent beyond any set of foreign seamen.
The question of protection to the New Kngland fisheries and tlieir seamen

•does not admit of argument, and in my zeal on the subject 1 may have gone out
ofmy way to prove to you thet which you know already.

I inclose you some statistics wh id if you have not already got them, will give
you the status of our fisheries throtighout the United States.

If there is anything bearing on this subject you would like me to hunt up,
please let me know, and I will .>ndeavor to olUain it.

The statistics I inclose sho at a glance the Immense money valwe of our
fisheries and their importance to the country. If it had not been for the ri.sh-

eries, New England would ne%'er have been settled, for on the first landing on
those stormy shores it is likely the emigrants would have been forced to go elso-
where but for the quantities of fish, a most fortunafecircutnstance for the Union,
to which New Englancihas added so many true and loyal Stales.

I have the honor to be, very respectfullv. your obedient servant.
DAVID D. POKTEIt, Admiral.

Hon. Gkorok F. Hoar,
United StoUs Senate.

The statistics which were inclosed with the above letter will be found
in the appendix to these renuirKs ( D).

Nearly every important maritime power of ancient or modern times
has owed the foundation of its commercial prosperity and its naval
strength to its fisheries. When these flourished, itsstrenyitli increased.

When these went to decay, the jiower of the nation had departed. Pro-
fessor Huxley tells us, that .Sidon signilies "a fishing place." Tyre
was settled hv a colony ol fishermen from Sidon. The power of Carth-
age was built up by the fisheries. Venice was founded by fugitives
from the north, who betook themselves to the avocation of fishermen.
<;enoa, the birthplnce of Columbus, laid the fouiid.ition of her strength
t)y usiir^ng the fislieiiesof the Hosphorus. The first what f iu LoudoD


