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mill tnliiivr tilt'il tilt' sliot. His liuily was ruiiinl, with tlinsc of

tln' iiit'ii Winking' ill tin- liur<l, lU'iir tin- t-iitiaiK-f t<» tlif idarc.

Tlic sli(»t in tli«' stniic hail licni tirfil. This, couplftl with the

• lircctimi <»! tlir cuiirsc ol' tjic cspjitsioii, shownl with rcasniialih'

certainty that it haij its nriifin in thr ImhiI, ainl tliat thr shot

lirt'il liy Wilson was tin- ilirt'ct cause of tin- cxplosiiai.

The Mu,iii,n'stii»ii was iiiaile \>y Mr. Mailden, the Di'j.iity Inspec-

tor, who was at haii«' at the time of the ex)t|osinii, anW reinleieii

valualile aid to the rescuiii;;' ami explorine' parti<'s, that the

iinmeiliate seat of the explosion was to he soU(,''ht in the stone

itself. After exaniinin;;' the huiil in ipiestion with him, I am of

opinion that his su<;<,'estion offers the readiest explanation of the

source of the catastrophe.

The liord is 14 feet wide, and the stone is carried liy a row of

|)rops in the middle. These j)rops were set liy the miiers as they

advanced the face, to hold the stone, which was not of a specially

stronj'' character, conseiiuentlv, as the stone was not Mown ilownO I •

until it hecanie trouMesonie to move the tnhs, there were always

props alon^ the side of the shots, and lietweeii the shots and the

face. The ert'cet of these pi-ops was to ])artly conriiie the shots to

the low side of the hoi'd.

As the stone was in layers, and had streaks of coal in' it ex-

aniinatiiai showed that it was moie or less fissures across the

liord, and huni^- on the props, the natural effect of the shots hein;;;

to lilow in alon^' the layers, to comj)re.ss the props and to cause

the stone to liao- between the pntps and the hi^h side. 'I'hat this

effect was pi-oduced is shown liy the fact that laree ipiantities of

this stone fell in the workin<,js of Xo. 7 halance, the props liein<i;

knocked out hy the explosion, although Xi'vy short, and partly

supporti'<l hy the stone stowed in the hiyh side. The hole that

was tired in No. .S liord was, so far as could he estimated, from 2

feet !) inches to '.i feet lon;^'. The end of the h<»le was in stone.

The charge of powiler api)eareil to have tilled IS inches of the

hole. The shot threw down almut ,' of the stone it was designed

to dislodoe, and left the halauce split hy the heel of the shot, a!id

a prop near the Itack of the hole. There was a lype in the stone


