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However, can things continue as they are now? Can we
tolerate the harassment and the kidnapping of peacekeepers?
No, we should not. We should give them clear engagement rules
and not timid ones. We should give them the military means to
do their job. If the United Nations wants to play a meaningful
role in that part of the world then it must get its act together.

The biggest morale booster for the UN forces would be the
knowledge that they are not bogged down in some indefinite
stalemate. There must be movement at the negotiating table.
This is not for us but really for the parties involved to decide.

[Translation]

The truth is that the Prime Minister was imprudent, to say the
least, when, as he was leaving Brussels at the beginning of the
month, he mentioned the possibility of a unilateral withdrawal
of Canada’s peace mission to Bosnia. Whatever we decide, we
must act in concert with our allies. Canada must not breach the
solidarity pact that it has wisely, generously and courageously
built over the years with our partners and friends of the North
Atlantic council.

Second, to let down a civilian population whose survival,
until now, has been secured largely through our presence and our
aid, and to let it fend for itself in utter deprivation and insecuri-
ty, would go against our interpretation of our humanitarian
obligations.

Third, we ourselves could not tolerate the sight of the mas-
sacres that would almost certainly befall the Bosnian people, as
our retreat would likely start a chain reaction. Public opinion
among our allies and friends would draw serious conclusions
from such a decision. After setting an example of commitment
and compassion, we would then set an example of disengage-
ment and indifference. It is to be feared that others would follow
in our footsteps in this second option as they did in the first one.

Finally, the maintenance of the peacekeeping forces in the
former Yugoslavia affords us our only guarantee that the con-
flict will be contained inside the territory where it is already
raging. If the peacekeeping forces were withdrawn, the hostili-
ties could then spread unabated to Macedonia and Greece and
eventually ignite the Balkan powder keg. But if we decide to
stay, we must take steps to see to the safety of our troops, which
means increasing our defence and intervention capabilities.
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The peacekeepers must stay, as must Canada, even more so, if
we wish to see the Bosnian conflict end around the negotiation
table rather than on the battlefield, with violence and massacres.
It is up to us really to decide if this tragedy will be resolved
through force or through reason.

It is imperative then for the future that we set the guidelines
that will dictate our actions. Once in position, it is usually too
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late to consider a withdrawal. Those guidelines must be defined
with the help of military, diplomatic and other experts. I hope
the government in its upcoming white paper on defence will set
forth an analytical plan that we can study thoroughly. But for the
moment, the main thing to do is to keep in mind that we must
continue, insofar as our capabilities allow it, to fulfil our fair
share of the obligations that result from our allegiance to the
values of democracy, peace and justice, values which, given
their universality, deserve our efforts to further them abroad.

[English]

Mr. Jack Frazer (Saanich—Gulf Islands): Mr. Speaker, I
wish to advise you that in this debate Reform speakers will be
dividing their time into 10 minutes segments, allowing five
minutes for questions and comments.

To begin I would like to join my colleagues in congratulating
the Speaker on his election, you on your appointment as Deputy
Speaker and assure both of you of my full co-operation in this
House in the days to come.

In this my maiden speech I want to speak briefly of my
constituency, Saanich—Gulf Islands, in beautiful British Co-
lumbia. Our southern border takes in a substantial portion
Victoria, the garden city of Canada. Moving northward up the
Saanich peninsula we encounter a delightful mix of farms and
seaside towns and villages; urban convenience in an idyllic rural
environment.

Finally, it includes the southern Gulf Islands often referred to
as the jewels in the crown of Canada’s west coast. Here one will
find some of the best fishing and sailing in the world.

In August this year the eyes of the world will be focused on
the 15th Commonwealth Games activities, many of which will
take place within our boundaries.

During the election the returning officer informed me that in
respect to population, Saanich—Gulf Islands is the second
largest constituency in British Columbia and the 10th largest in
Canada. During the interval between the 1988 and the 1993
elections the number of eligible voters grew from 77,000 to over
93,000 representing 125,000 constituents. In fact, I believe I am
now the proud representative of a goodly number of Canadians
who were previously resident in the constituencies of many of
the other members of this House.

Perhaps because of the variety of their origins I have found
my constituents to be intelligent, well-informed and patriotic
Canadians, very much representative of our whole country. I
thank them for entrusting their representation to me and pledge
my best efforts in fulfilling that very serious obligation.

Moving to this debate on Bosnia, I want to acknowledge the
Minister of National Defence and the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, both of whom made members of their departments
available to brief us on the situation in and around Bosnia. I



