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Voluenteer Firenien

the importance of the motion's being implcmented, is Sher-
wood, which is smaller than Charlottetown. In that village of
lcss than 10,000 people there arc 30 members of the fire
department. Every single one is a volunteer. Today they
receive somctbing like $1,000. Again 1 stress that that is not
salary. payment, recompense or remuncration. It is mnerely a
part coverage of expenses incurred by firemen in the performi-
ance of their duties. For somc that $1,000 will cover pretty
well ail] their expenses. For many more thcre arc other out of
pocket expenses thcy will be callcd uponi to meet themselves.
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1 want to claborate on that point becausc 1 think it is
important. It is especially significant in terms of the motion v.e
are discussing this afternoon. Sometimes those of us who are
laymen wonder bnw miuch is incurred by a fireman by way of
expenses. One would perbaps assume that with fire trucks,
hoses, water and everything cisc bcing looked aftcr by the fire
department, there would be very few out of pocket expenses
for the individual member of the firc department. That is a
misreprescntation; it docs flot accord witb the facts. Every-
thing from- clothing to extra car insurance to. for examnple.
tinie lost on the job as 1 mentioned carlier, is involvcd in the
fulfilment of the duty of a fireman in cvery community, not
just in mny own.

The f'ire department in Sherwood, the smnaller comimunity 1
svas referring to. had something like 92 responses last )ear.' In
addition, tl bad 44 training sessions. Therefore, we arc flot just
talking about the time firemen take out of their busy lives,
their personal and family affairs, to put out fires, but also
about the time they devote to training. That has to bc calculat-
cd into any equation involving the estimation of' the sacrifice
made by our firefighters in every comimunity in this great
dominion.

ln Sherwood, and again tl s just an illustration. memibers
are required to put in five compicte weekends per ycar on duty
al that particular station. That represents a tremendous sacri-
fice. It is one of the conditions that motivates me this after-
noon to spcak as vigorously as 1 can on bebaif of thc motion.

1 wish to use one final illustration. 1 rcfcrred to Charlotte-
town, the capital city of Prince Edward Iland, and the smallcr
community of Sherwood, which is in my riding as weli. 1 might
aiso cite the example of Parkdale. It, too, bas a fire depart-
ment. It is manned by dcdicated and community-minded
people who make the same kind of' sacrifices as those made by
volunteer fircfigbtcrs in Charlottetown and Sherwood. The firc
dcpartmcnt of Parkdale consists of 28 members. Everv s ingie
onc is a volunteer. Not one is recompenscd othcr than by way
of looking aftcr somc of the expenses incurred in the fulfilment
of the duty of bcing a fireman in that particular community.
Each fireman is allotted or allocatcd $400 to covcr his or her
expenses. I bat docs flot go vcry far in this day and age,
cspcciaîly whcn onc considcrs the very expensive commodities
such as clothing that arc involvcd in bcing a fireman, flot to
mention timc lost from earning one's livclibood.

[Mr. McMilian.]

In the communitv of' Parkdalc, the firemen responded to
somnetbing like 50 to 60 cails last year. i understand in other
vears the nuniber of cails has bccn even bigher. One can
imagine how mnuch sacrifice is madc by thc firemen in that
comnmunity when he considcrs there are only 28 members to
rcspond to as many ais 60 calis. You can sec how thinly their
resources are sprcad and what sacrifices arc made in that
eommunity by fircmcn who arc so dcdicatcd and community-
minded.

1 conclude by saying hoss much 1 support the motion. It is
an excellent one. The motion would have the Income Tax Act
amendcd so that firemen could deduet from their incomes
$1.000 for ail expenses incurred in the exercise of their dulies.
It ssould give themn absolution from taxes on ail indemnities
paid to themn in the fulfilment of their duties. The motion is
one that 1 support vigorousiy, without qualification. with great
pride and with entbusiasmn. I urge meînbers on ail sidcs of the
Ilouse to give it their endorsation as wcil.

Mr. Ron Ritchie (Parlianientary Secretary to Minister of
Finance): Mr. Speaker, 1 too congratulate the hon. member
for Abitibi (Mr. Caouettc). AIl of us knovs. and it bas been
reiteratcd a few times in the last several minutes, how impor-
tant volunteer firemen, thieir activities and their comimitment.
are in a great miany communities in this country, flot only
commnuniuîes ssholly reliant on voluntary efforts, but comnmuni-
tics which cannot fromn their own funds support a sufficicntiy
paid fire force and tbcrcfore must bave it suppiemented by
volunteers.

The lion. menîber will be giad to know that he is flot alone,
apart from lion. members wbio voiced their support in the
House this afternoon. The Dcpartmnent of Finance bas been
recciving a great niany representations, perbaps over somne
ycars. but certainly rccently, on this subjeet. 1 think it migbt
be useful to put a certain perspective on the actions that arc
proposcd.

Most of the representations that bave been reccivcd in
recent montbs bave deait witb tbe second part of this resolu-
lion, tbe proposaI tbat tbe aliowabie cxpcnsc be incrcased for
income tax purposes. Very fcw bave deait with tbe first part.
tbat any indemnnity rccived by volunteer firemen flot be
included in taxable income.

Certainly as far as the ailowancc gocs. if tbat allowance was
rigbt in tbe first place, the allowance cannot be considered
large cnougb today if it was large enougb originally. 1 tbink
that allowancc gocs back to tbe ycar 1953, if recoliection
serves me right, and it bas been an uncbanged aliowance
tbrougb that period. Wc ail] know bow mucb inflation lias
occurrcd since that time and how much costs have gone up.

1 am told there arc some costs incurred, to wbich volunteer
firemen are subject to, which bave flot been mentioned in the
chamber tbis afternoon. I am told that volunteer firemen
often, or perhaps always, cannot get insurance to cover the
tinies wben they are rushing to a fire in their own cars. Some
people paid vcry dearly for that part of their volunteer effort.
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