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press the governiment for the return of price
controls on grains, feeds and feed ingredients.
and the restoration of subsidies at the coming
session of the flouse of Gommons;

Therefore be it resoived that this 1947 con-
vention of the British Columbia federation of
agriculture commend our national body for this
action and pledge our wholehearted support
towards the realization of a powerfýul and effec-
tive protest campaigfl, and

Be it further resolved that, in order to
strengthen and co-ordinate the campaign, re-
gional conferences shall be cailed througbout the
province -as soon as possible, representatives-

And so on, with the idea of promoting that
particular plan.

I think the members of this particular
group and others have indicated quite clearly
plenty of good reasons why this committee
should flot be set up-flot because we obj oct
to committees, but because the committee
wili serve no purpose except that of taking
up the timne of the members. We believe that
action is what is required now. I know there
are a few people in thbe country who do flot
want, controls. But, Mr. Speaker, in the old
days whcn. bighwaymen and bandits were
prevalent in some parts of the world the first
government that attempted to control them
and prevent themr from preying on the peace-
fui public was considered, to, be a most radical
government. The bandits foît they had. the
right to the kind of life they lived, the right
to enge in their piratical activities. Even
one of Kipling's pnems, the Lament of the
Border Cattie Thief, indicates the insult which
the chief of the border band, felt had been
visited upon him because the British goverfi-
ment refused to allow hlm a*nd bis tribe to
prey on the peaceful farmers of the valley in
bis tcrritory.

The beneficiaries of any system. or plan of
society-or laek of plan-complain when some
privilege is taken from them. But, Mr.
Speaker, at the present time the welfare of
far too, many of our Canadian citizens
depends upon the action taken by this gov-
ernment and this parliament, to permit a few
people, who because of some historical events
ini their lives have now assumed positions in
the economie world, to exorcise control which
this parliament should have.

I repeat that we see no goàd purposo to be
serveL by this committee. We believe the
goverfimont shouid get on with its jdb, as it
bas in somo of the other instances 1 have men-

t:ndduring the course of my contribution to
this debato.

Mr. G. H. CASTLEDEN (Yorkton) : Mr.
Speaker, today the Canadian people find
themselves in a desperato situation. T1ho pro-
posai that. a parliamentary committee be set
up at this timo reveals how little that fact is

appreciated by those in control in the govern-
ment here. For the past Vwo years we have
been facing rapid rises in the cost of living,
whieh have uscd up the entire income of the
peuple and drained their last bit of savings.
The stoopest increases have taken place in the
past ten montbs, and the point now bas been
reached whorc the incomo of the average
Canadian breadwinnor no longer buys the
food, clothing, fuel and caro which his famiiy
requires for a propor Canadian standard. Each
weck new prices are announced on basic
goods-flour, bread, miik, clothing, shoes, fuel,
mncluding coal, wood and oul. Eadh month,
with monotonous reguiarity, the family fi"d
that its income wjll not cover the new costs.
Every wage earner in Canade. is facing the
problem of a rapid decrease in the amnount
of necessary goods bis cheque wili buy.

Recentiy I received a potition from my
constituency, in the form. of a resolution,
wbich with your permission I should like to
read to the house:

Whereas the rising cost of living is making, it
impossible for us to buy the necessities of life
in food, clothing, fuel and shelter for our f ami-
lies and ourselves;

And wheroas w.ages and salaries do not keep
up with these rising costs, and so our savings
are being completely used up;

And whoroas there appoars !tu be nothing to
stop those eosts from. going completely out of
the reacli of the people who ne-ed these goods,
and will uitimateiy bring unemployment and
dopression;

Thorofore ive urge, in the strongest teris
possible, that the authorities at Ottawa 'Who
control these policies takoe immodiate steps to
control prices of food, clothinig, shelter and
fuel, as basic necessities of life, until the pro-
duction and supply of ýthose things is adequate
to meet the needs.

Peopie who have somo savings, or who are
in a position to ask their employers for
increased wages, are fortunateiy situatod; but
those who are on fixed wages, those who, arc
in receipt of war pensions or old age pensions,
and wage carniers with no savings, are in a
dosperate situation. Today I think of people
out on the prairies in the crop failUre areas
who have practicaiiy no income this year, and
who find the cost of living most alarming.
Their deep concern is, first, that. no effective
action soems to bc taken, and, second, that
there seems to bc no c'eiiing to brmit the cost
of living. In vain they wait for some action
by the govcrnment in Ottawa to hait this
upward trend, but nothing appears to be done;
on the contrary governmont action sometimes
actuaiiy makes the situation worsc.

Let me give one example to illustrate what
I mean. Until last Uctobor the prices of
coarse grains wvere controlied. Thus the cost
of feeding poultry, beef, pork and mutton was


