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Ring) and bis colleaguies, while bighlv hionour-
inig my compatriots, wished, at the samne timie,
te pay a mark of respect to the miemocy of
011e who, during miore than a quarter of a
century, xvas ahie to retain the esteemi cf bis
own peuple and se worthily represcnt them. in
this bouse. My constituents and ail those who
were acquainted wxith the late Roch Lanctêt
xviii recali that bis predomninating traits w cre,
among ai, an unxxavering determinatien, a
sincerity without evasion and a frcankness
deveid of aiffectatien. I feel rather reticent te
speck about my humble pcrson, neverthel±ss
I have a sacred duty te feulil: that of
acknowledging the truth by stating that Roch
Lanctôt xvas for- me, both a benefactor and a
true frieed. For three years, I had been
geieg fromn door te door hoping te get sf
licient influence in erdor that I maight secure
a position wbich weuld permit me te attain
the goal that I bcd coeived cf life, and
during ail the while I met but with rebuke
or disdainful indifferonce from those te whem
I cppeelecL It wvas thon that my tbougbts
tucned te Roch Lenctôt who, immedictcly and
without the slighteSt hesitation, came te
Ott)awa and obtained, in the Laurier gevern-
ment, frcmn the Pestmcstor Oecral, the pro-
sent Speaker of this Houso, the se much
songht post which affordeil 10e the chance
cf ccrnpleting niv iaw studios at McGill
Univecrsity.

Ex er sinon that dax', I realizcd what xvas
iiheralism, that liihralisni whîch affords te al
citizens, rcgarlcss of their humble, ignorcd
or poor circumstaeces, the opportunity of
cdx ancemnent in iife and cf sceking their
legitimiate share of the' rights inhercot te the
titi0 of citizen in a (lemocratie country bIse
ours1.

The dNstinguished leader cf the Liberal
party had, thorefere, reasens te state, when ce
the 3ist cf May last the hon. members of
this bouse spoke in praise cf my lato pro-
decesser, that hoe xvas a petriot and champion
cf tho peeple's rights. espeoially those cf the
far-ming classes to wxhich ho n'as se much
nttached. lcx could it ho otherxviso, whon
it is keexve that ho came from thet smaii
corner ef the country whicb I have the
bonouýr cf rcpresenting. No douht the xxhoe
cf Canada is a land cf predilectien, xx bre the
mnost noble attributcs cf the seul expaed as
if by eecbantmcnt, bcxvever, it seems te me
that nexxbre chse in Canada are there te ho
feund more favourable conditions then 1in my
part of the country fer the bringieg up tbat
type cf citizen xvhicb fremn the cradie groxvs
up, livos and dies with but cne vision befere

bis eyes accd in bis heart but one aim: the
vision of a greater, more prespercus cnd more
ueited country; andi the cim cf serving it in
such a xvcy se as te give bis felioxv citizens
a little mnore bappiness and contentment. I
need ne furtber preef, Mr. Speaker, than
your oxvn example. It is mcst gratifying te
yeur friends cf Laprairie and Napierville te
chorish the thcught-theugb illusive as it
may be-that if famne bas spread te aIl parts
yeur highi reputatien, if you preside with se
much tact, distinction and judgment over the'
meetings cf this bouse, you nwve it te seme
degree te ymur maternai ties by vhich yen
are se cîosely ccneected witb the old parish
or Laprairie; perbaps yen may aise exve it
scmcxxhat te the fact thet yeno passel senie'
cf veur hcppiest cbildbood dec-s, in tho quiet
and peaceful surroundiegs in the' mids-t ef tbe
geod folks cf st. Edoeuar(i. Knowing that I
grexv up in sucb favonrable surroiinlings. yen
xviii net ho astenishod, if xx'hen I anm callcd
upon te champion the intcrests cf my con-
stituents and especiaily these cf the farming

c 1s s appear te ho tenacwions te the point
cf -sc-,ing at tirnis ninconipreni-nng. It xviii
ho txvcnt v 'mars on Mav tht-' (Mb eOt I xx-as

bylvc a general mierchant in a snmall
Aniericain x-illage <'loet te oi- frentier. ýw-hon
the' sad exs cf the' dcad tof iKdxx cd the'
VII rec bd ns. I nst confcssý that nevxar
bcd the burden cf c-aut' ve:ghed sa bc-avilv
upen me than at that moment, rex'r was I
seo deeplv xveuedod thýan xxhen I xxitncssod
the' indiffereece cf these xvitb x whein I xvas
living, never had I se mnch leeged te roture
te my country and fied there people with
xxhcmn I migbt sympathize and unite i0 prayer
te beseocb Ccd te g: cnt ex'cr1nating peace te
cee xvhc bcd made himiscif the apoýt1c cf
universel peace and xvbo bas siece beon se
jnistly cclled the peacemaker Ring. As nxuch
as my seul xvas deprcsýod et the time. as
mueh te-day our bearts reje*ce bac ieg the'
,assurane that our gracieus .Sox'creign bas at
last rce ed bis hieeltb. Alloxv me, Sir, te
ho the' interpreter cf bis loyal subjochs in this
bouse and in Canada, by expressieg the
ainece xvi-b that Prex idence max' watch ever
hiex se that ho mcy stili pceside xvith as mnucb
dignity dnriog numercus yeers, ever the
dcstinies cf bis va4t Empire. beoause te us
the Crexvn is net oniy tho emblem. cf severeig-n
cutberity; but aise the safognard cf eut
nation stilile it s ycuth.

WVe xvoce mucb dhstressed at the nexvs cf the
doioof the' icte Hec. James A. Robb, whe

liad siuxn bimos-If so geerus c neighbeuc
towards the peopleocf my ccunty and
cspocially te me. Wo aise deoe the dcatb


