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The Address—Mr. Dupuis

King) and his colleagues, while highly honour-
ing my compatriots, wished, at the same time,
to pay a mark of respect to the memory of
one who, during more than a quarter of a
century, was able to retain the esteem of his
own people and so worthily represent them in
this house. My constituents and all those who
were acquainted with the late Roch Lanctdt
will recall that his predominating traits were,
among all, an unwavering determination, a
sincerity without evasion and a frankness
devoid of affectation. I feel rather reticent to
speak about my humble person, nevertheless
I have a sacred duty to fulfil: that of
acknowledging the truth by stating that Roch
Lanctdét was for me, both a benefactor and a
true friend. For three years, I had been
going from door to door hoping to get suf-
ficient influence in order that I might secure
a position which would permit me to attain
the goal that I had conceived of life, and
during all the while I met but with rebuke
or disdainful indifference from those to whom
I appealed. It was then that my thoughts
turned to Roch Lanctét who, immediately and
without the slightest hesitation, came to
Ottawa and obtained, in the Laurier govern-
ment, from the Postmaster General, the pre-
sent Speaker of this House, the so much
sought post which afforded me the chance
of completing my law studies at MeGill
University.

Ever since that day, I realized what was
liberalism, that liberalism which affords to all
citizens, regardless of their humble, ignored
or poor circumstances, the opportunity of
advancement in life and of seeking their
legitimate share of the rights inherent to the
title of citizen in a democratic country like
ours.

The distinguished leader of the Liberal
party had, therefore, reasons to state, when on
the 3Ist of May last the hon. members of
this house spoke in praise of my late pre-
decessor, that he was a patriot and champion
of the people’s rights, especially those of the
farming classes to which he was so much
attached. How could it be otherwise, when
it is known that he came from that small
corner of the country which I have the
honour of representing. No doubt the whole
of Canada is a land of predilection, where the
most noble attributes of the soul expand as
if by enchantment, however, it seems to me
that nowhere else in Canada are there to be
found more favourable conditions than in my
part of the country for the bringing up that
type of citizen which from the cradle grows
up, lives and dies with but one vision before
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his eyes and in his heart but one aim: the
vision of a greater, more prosperous and more
united country; and the aim of serving it in
such a way so as to give his fellow citizens
a little more happiness and contentment. I
need no further proof, Mr. Speaker, than
your own example. It is most gratifying to
your friends of Lapmairie and Napierville to
cherish the thought—though illusive as it
may be—that if fame has spread to all parts
your high reputation, if you preside with so
much tact, distinction and judgment over the
meetings of this house, you owe it to some
degree to your maternal ties by which you
are so closely connected with the old parish
of Laprairie; perhaps you may also owe it
somewhat to the fact that you passed some
of your happiest childhood days in the quiet
and peaceful surroundings in the midst of the
good folks of St. Edouard. Knowing that I
grew up in such favourable surroundings, you
will not be astonished, if when I am called
upon to champion the interests of my con-
stituents and especially those of the farming
classes, I appear to be tenacious to the point
of seeming at times uncompromising. It will
be twenty years on May the 6th next I was
employed by a general merchant in a small
American village close to our frontier, when
the sad news of the death of Edward the
VII reached us. I must confess that never
had the burden of exile weighed so heavily
upon me than at that moment, never was I
so deeply wounded than when I witnessed
the indifference of those with whom I was
living, never had I so much longed to return
to my country and find there people with
whom I might sympathize and unite in prayer
to beseech God to grant everlasting peace to
one who had made himself the apostle of
universal peace and who has since been so
justly called the peacemaker King. As much
as my soul was depressed at the time, as
much to-day our hearts rejoice having the
assurance that our gracious Sovereign has at
last recovered his health. Allow me, Sir, to
be the interpreter of his loyal subjects in this
house and in Canada, by expressing the
sincere wish that Providence may watch over
him so that he may still preside with as much
dignity during numerous years, over the
destinies of his vast Empire, because to us
the Crown is not only the emblem of sovereign
authority; but also the safeguard of our
nation still in its youth.

We were much distressed at the news of the
demise of the late Hon. James A. Robb, who
had shown himself so generous a neighbour
towards the people of my county and
especially to me. We also deplore the death



