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wheat, others for oats and other products,
while some districts are suited ta the rais-
ing of cattie. One part of the country is not
exaetly the same as another.

Mr. McGIBBON: May I ask a question?

Mr. DONNELLY: Just a moment till I
get through. I know the han. member wants
to ask something; I can sec it in his eye.
Just keep cool and swallow this. As I have
already said, while I think I know farming
fairly wcll, having farmed in thrce different
sections of Saskatchewan, I would hesitate ta
tell any farmer how ta work his land. I be-
lieve we are here, ta look after the financial
interests of this country, and nat ta dictate
how the mines or stores or farms should be
worked. If we look after aur financial ini-
terests and leave the farmer alane, giving
hima a square deal, he will look after himself.

We have been tald that this government
has done nothing ta assist the farmers in the
west, and that aur better times have corne
about through t'he workings of Providence.
I do not think that statement is truc. I
know the gavernment have belped western
Canada by legisiation, and I wish ta refer ta
just ane thing ia order ta show what bas
been done in my awn constituency. I point
ta the retention of the Crowsnest pass agree-
ment, which has meant millions of dollars ta
the people in my canstituency. We ship out
of the canstitucncy of Willow Bunch from
twenty-five ta thirty million bushels of wheat
eaeh ycar, and the retention of this Crows-
nest pass agreement bas meant a saving of
from 5 cents ta 6 cents per bushel, or an
average of at least Si cents. Multiply that
out; it is only a short example in arithmetic,
and you will see that each year this bas
meant a saving in my constituency alone of
from $1,00,000 ta $1,500»OO. And yet
bon, gentlemen say thîs gavernment have
done nothing for the western farmers. Go
ta the people in my constituency and tell
thcma that, and see wbat tbey say.

The improved condition of the country,
especially in western Canada, is due, I dlaim,
not only ta Providence, but ta some of the
legisiation ta which. I have referred which
the government has put into effect during
the past few years. But there is another
factor which has helped to improve con-
ditions. The farmers themnselves of western
Canada deserve some credit for the restara-
tion of better tixnes in Canada. 1l believe
that the people of the Maritime provinces
might do well ta copy the example Of the
western farmers in thia respect; it might
help ta better their condition. The farmers
of western Canada faced their own problenu

when they were up against hard times. By
co-operative marketing, and by adopting
better methods of agriculture, they have re-
constructed their financial condition and re-
habilitated ta an amazing extent the agri-
cultural industry. While the Canadian manu-
facturer has stood hat in hand asking the
gavernment for a handout, the western
farmer has been helping himself. The west-
ern fariner may truly say, I think, ta the
manufacturing industry: We have saved aur-
selves hy aur own efforts; perhaps we may
be permittcd ta save aur manufacturing
enterprises by the example we have given
thcma in self-help and co-operative efflciency.

Let me refer £or a moment ta this great
system of co-operation which. we have formed
in western Canada, known as the wheat pool.
I believe the wheat pool bas placed western
Canada in a better financial condition and
on a better footing than it lias ever been in.
I do not mean ta say that the wheat pool bas
enhanced the price of wbeat, that it is a
monopoly that pushes up the price of whcat,
but I do say this, that the wheat pool bas
cncouraged among farmers a spirit of t-hrift
that neyer existed hbefore. Before we bad
the wheat pool, the farmer sold bis grain in
the f aIl, and after he bad obtaincd bis money
lie paid off bis debts, and spent wliat was
lef t; be was not content until it was gone.
For two or tliree montlis in the year that
made business good, collections were gaod,
and the ordinary small business man bad ta
bure extra belp in order ta bandle the in-
creased business. But immediately after the
new year, the farmer would came in and ask
for credit again; he would have ta borrow
moncy ta e him through until the next
barvest. But since the wheat pool was cstab-
lished, tbings are different. The farmer re-
ceives an initial payment in the faîl when
he markets bis grain, and goes out and pays
bis debts; he has then little or nothing left
over, and lie saves what be bas. He receives
another payment later on in the spring,
another in the suxnmer, and another just
before barvest. The payments arc distributed
over the four seasons of the year, and the
result is that the £armaer neyer gets very
much money at anc time, but be always lias
a little and he has become mare tlirifty,
and has got on ta a cash basis. Tbe banka
are nat lending the same amount of money
in the west that they did bef are, and aur
business men have flot ta carry sa many
farmers on their books as they did before.
Conditions in western Canada are very much
better than they were, due îîpractically ta the
wheat pool. I repeat, it bas tauglit thrift.
Our merchants and amall buuiness men do


