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Minister and the hon. member for Pictou (Kr. Tupper), bis seat. But 1 am cognisant of the tact that the Governrent
this question must be left to the courts, and not dealt with possesses a majority, and that a change of one or two votes
by the House or by ono of its committees. Let it be re- is fot going to affect it. If I looked at this question puroly
membered, however, that we are responsible to our consti. from a party standpoint, I might consider that it would be
tuents for the votes we are about to give. I am about to cast an advantage to us for hon. gentlemen opposite in the face
a vote on this question, and f am responsible to them, of these plain facts prosented hefore us, facts that are incon-
and I claim to be able to judge respecting any question trovertible and which no amount of legal quibble oan
brought before Parliament. I shall be able to say this case remove, to allow theu to perpetrate and consummate this
was this : An election was hold in Queen's county; nomi- outrage ayainst the liberties of the people and louve the
nations were received by the returning officer ; both nom- country to jadge with respect to it. The country had a
inations were received; the necessary deposits were paid shock last year, when the First Minister hied himself to
in; reoeipts were given ; both names were accepted and Eist York and standing on a public platform, as I under-
were mentioned on bills printed by the returning officer, stand from a nowspaper report, usod the very fact of the
the name of Mr. King being printed as well as that of Mr. physicat inubility of one of the grandost mombers of this
Baird; polls were opened throughout the different portions fouse, the fact that in the service of bis country ho had se
of the county; voters came and recorded their votes; bal- broken down his health that bis once powerful voice could
lots were returned and it was found that by a majority of be no longer heard in this Parliament-standing on a
61 the voters of the electoral division declared Mr. King to public platform he urgod that as a reason why the olectors
be the candidata of their choice. That having been done, in that county should roject Mr. Mackenzie and eleot
there wäs a legal quibble raised as to whether the deposit Alfred Boultbee. Wall, S r, thora are thinga whioh tran-
was paid in by the proper party, although a receipt was spire in the heat of election confliots which we
given; and this House deprived the candidate possessing a may ho sorry for afterwards, but it seera to me
majority of votes, of a seat, while the minority candidate that, in the case of an hon, gentleman whom Oon-
was given the seat. I shall tell my constituents that when servative mombers in cornon with Reform members,
the question came up there was a resolution moved to have acknowlodged to ho one of the mest honorable,
amend the writ by inserting the name of the majority can- honetandable mon in Canadian public life, it would have
didate, a proposition that will commend itself to every boan a genereus thing-the would have been something of
honest man in the country, to whatever political party he the spirit of chivalry in the act-if the First Ministor could
belongs, and I am willing, having done that, to assume the have abstainod from g.ing there or, if he must go there, ab-
responsibility as a layrnan to run all the risks of explaining stainod at least from urging that gentloran's physi cal inabili-
to my constituents that I voted for it, and I am not afraid ties as a roason for bis being rojected in favar of Mr. Alfred
they will rebuke me for the position I have taken. There Boultbee. They talk about maintaining good feeling among
are not two sides to this case. There is not any question our public men; but I ask them te put themselves in the
for argument; justice must be done first. Give the seat to places of the Opposition; lot thern put themselves in our
the man elected, and thon if the courts have to come into place with a gerryrander forced upon us which lest us
ooeration, let them do so in the regular manner. But this rany ridings; lot thom put themselvos in our place when
lihole proceeding is discouraging to a lover of this country. thoy attempted their very best by an Act of Parliament te
Al the movements that occurred during the last general legishate mon eut of this House-sitting thore as they do
elections are enough to make Canadians blush; taking whth a rajority hargely procured in this way; lot thoraput
power into the hands of the Government to appoint their themsehves in the place of the Opposition who, weiged
own returning officers, coupled with their conduct as it has down as they we, and without whining acceptod the posi-
been revealed by the Franchise, Gerrymandor and other Acts, tion, and dcterminod that tbey would rely enty on a desiro
trying to stifle "the free expression of the people's will;" te maintain, as far as they can, the principhos they believe
ali are discouraging to Canadians who desire in this are correct, and te urge the carrying eut of those principhos.
country, no matter what political differences exist, thait Wo are bore for that purpose. We seek ne party triumph
we shall recognise the fact that we believe in constitutionai lu Ibis mattorbut 1 rejeice te say that in this case 1 bolieve
government and the right of the majority to rule. It is not evory membor of the Liberal party will ba found on the sida
for the members on the other side of this House to attack as of justice, on the side of the people in their dosire te exer-
to partisanship on this occasion. I desire to jdge this question cise their constitutional right of saying who shal ho the
in ajudicial spirit. I think we are so acting; but there is such nmber te represent thom in thia fouse.
a thing as honest indigrqation, when injustice is attempted to
be perpetrated and wrong to be consummated simply because Mr.SPROULE. The hon, gentleman who ba jast taken
there is a majority in the flouse of Government followers. bis seat ha given us the very best evidence efthe necossity
Is it too much to hope that those hon, gentlemen opposite for sonding this question tosoma other tribunal than bafore
who have been guilty of precisely the same irregularities as the members of this fouse. Hoen gentlemen may couvert
in the case of Queen's county will hesitate before they pro- this debate into levity; tey may convert it into a subjeot
nounce that the majority candidate in Queen's county is te of mirth, but I do net think the warmth displayed and the
be deprived of his seat, and that they will refuse himn pithots empled by them are any evidence that the men-
justice, while they thomselves are suffering under the pro. bers wh wouhd judge this case if it wero iofttethe fouse
cisely same disqualification? This applies, I understand, would judge it etherwiso than partially. The hon. member
to the two members for the city and te others. Hon. gen. for Brant (Mr. Paterson) bas given us another exhibition of
tlemen opposite will each know for himsolf whether ho is what I right almost cati the hydrophobic attacks of peliti-
in that position or not. All the facts may not be known cal rancor wbich were displayed by hlm and others 'n the
for some time, but when they come to light, and it appears course of the heated debates ever the franchise Bil; and
that they have been guilty of the same irregularity as iseversince that time, whenever that name is mentioned,
alleged in the present case, and that they nevertheless thora appears te be something in it which areusea thoir
voted to seat the minority candidate, it will be a sight for spirit of antagenisrn and vindictivenes, and the display of
the country to behold and a subject for their constituentsiaomething which is net consistent with a calm, jidiciah con-
to consider. I feet somewhat strongly upon this matter. sideration of any question like thia. I would ask in the
I do not now feel so, simply bocause a membèr of the Opposi- firat place fer what purpose dees this fouse appoint a Coni
tion happons to be involved in the case, although I have a! ittee on Privilogos and Elections at the commencement
stron personalfriondship fer the hongantleman deprivednf of vry Session? ?us it expected when the coimittee la


