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And a point of order having been raised by the honour-
able Member for Yukon (Mr. Nielsen) concerning the
production of a certain document;

RULING BY MR. SPEAKER

Mn. SPEAKER: As honourable Members know, this mat-
ter of an obligation on the part of individual Members or
Members of the Cabinct to Table or produce a document
which has been quoted is one which is often disputed in
the House. It is veny seldom. that a protracted debate on
an important subject takes place in the House without a
Memben rîsing on a point of order or a question of
privilege to suggest that a document whîch has been
referred to in debate ought to be Tabled immediately,
and the Chair is called upon to consider the precedents
and citations and to make a ruling. The honounable
Member for Yukon himself will recognize that this is a
matten of general interest that bas been considered by
the Chair on numerous occasions. I suggest to honourable
Members that the citation to which the honounable Mem-
bers for Yukon and Peace River have alluded has to be
interpreted rather strictly. I have to agree with the con-
tention that if the reference made to, a public document is
not, as the citation says, a quotation from that docu-
ment, it would be very difficult for the Chair to, rule that
the document ought to be Tabled.

In fairness, looking at the matter as objectively as I
can, I do not see how it is possible for the Chair to make
a ruling at this point that a document that has simply
been neferred ta but has not been dinectiy quoted should
be Tabled in debate. I find it difficuit to rule otherwise.

Honourable Members may look at the citations that have
been quoted in a very interestlng and forceful way by
the honourable Members for Yukon and Peace River,
and they are dlean to me. If a document has been actually
cited or quoted in debate by a Minister of the Crown, it
has ta be Tabled. If only refenence is made ta it, I do not
see how there is an obligation to Table it.

I remember when a similar matter was raised pre-
viously, the suggestion was made that perhaps the
remedy of members of the opposition is ta move for the
production of the document. I appreciate that it is not a
very useful remedy in view of the rules. The way we
have been operating is that a motion for the production
of documents is sometimes debated, but it is difficuit to
bring it ta a vote and it very often f ails to the bottom. of
the list and many months pass before the matten is
considened again. Therefore I cannot seniously suggest
to honourable Members that that is their remedy.

With respect, I have to make the ruling that the cita-
tion quoted does not apply in the present circumstances
and I therefore cannot rule that the document in ques-
tion should be Tabled.

Bull C-259, An Act to amend the Income Tax Act and
ta make certain provisions and alterations i the statute
law related ta or consequential upon the amendments
to that Act, was again considered in Committee of the
Whole and progress having been made and neported, the
Committee obtained leave ta consider it again later this
day.
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