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,and, where agreed, regional levels that take into account ail greenhouse
gazes, vith due consideration of their relative contributions ta the
enhancement of the. greenhause effect,

Recoqnizing further that low-lying and other small island countries,
countries with low-lying coastai, arid and semi-arid areas or arase
liable to floods, drought and desertification, and developing countries
with fragile mountainous ecosysteas are particularly vuinerable to the
adverse effects of clim'ate change,

Recognizing the. special difficulties cf those countriesý, especialiy
developing countries, whose economies are particularly dependent an
fassil fuel production, use and exportation, as a consequence cf action
taken on limiting greenhouse gas emissians,

Affirmîng that responses ta climate change should be coordinated
with social and economic development in an integratcd manner with a vicv
ta avoiding adverse impacts on the latter, taking inta full account the
legitimate priority needs of developing countries for the achievement of
suutained cconomic growth and the eradication cf poverty,

Recoqnizinq that ail countries, espccially developing countries,
need access to resources required ta achieve sustainabie social and
economic developuent and that, in order for developing countries ta
progress towards that goal, their energy consumption viii nccd ta grov
taking into account the possibilities for achieving greater energy
efficiency and for controlling greenhouse gfe emissionu in general,
including thraugh the-application of new technologies on ternms vhich make
such an application ecanomically and sociaily beneficial,

Determined ta proteat the climate system for present and future
generat ions,

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE 1

For the purposes cf this convention:

1. "Adverse effects cf climat, change" means changes in the physical
environuent or biota resulting from climate change vhich have significant
deleterious cf fects on thc composition, reuilience or productivity cf

*Tities cf articles are included sa1lY ta &asist the reader.


