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U.N. Statement by Mr. Pearson:  Following is partial text of statement 
delivered by Mr. L.B. Pearson, member of the Canadian Delegation 
to the Second Session of the United Nations General Assembly, in 
the First Committee (Political and Security) on October 18, 1947:- 

"....We are in a situation where the unanimity rule has become, 
in effect, both a rule of dissent, and a guarantee of inaction. We 
must therefore ask ourselves whether those countries which have 
waited with patience but with growing uneasiness for effective 
action on behalf of the United Nations by the Security. Council, 
should continue to stand idly by and see their hopes for peace and 
security dissolved by the acids of controversy which have been 
distilled during the discussion in the Security Council of interna-
tional problems. It seems to us that we must act, or surrender 
ourselves to perils of negation and frustration which we ourselves 
cannot influence. 

"There are two things we may do. First, we may continue our 
efforts to remedy the situation mhich has arisen in the Security 
Council in such a way that it will fulfil the functions for which 
it was designed. We face here, however, the formidable obstacle 
of the veto which cannot be changed except by amendment•to the Charter 
Or by self-denying ordinances by the Permanent Mgmbers. • Secondly, 
we may seek means to expand and strengthen the functions of the 
Assembly, so that it may stand as a second line of defence when the 
Security Council has failed. 

' "I have mentioned first this major cause for concern because, 
like the delegate from Australia, I think we should be quite honest 
with ourselves in admitting that it is primarily the paralysis which 
has fallen upon the Security Council that leads us to contemplate 
the establishment of an Interim Committee of the Assembly. There 
are, however, other reasons for expanding the functions of the 
Assembly. In the short space of two years we have brought our organiza-
tion into full operation and we are now finding that it has even more 
responsibilities than we had anticipated. 

"Even if the political and security questions which might be 
discussed in an Interim Committee, are, as we hope, settled elsewhere, 
there are other urgent matters with which a Committee of this nature 
might usefully occupy itself.. Our agendas are crowded and there is 
evidence that they will be even more crowded in the future. The 
experience of our own Cofmittee is not such as to warrant any exaggerated 

- 	optimism that the regular session of the Assembly will deal with these 
additional items with energy and despatch. Furthermore, our agendas 
will include complicated items mhich require More careful consideration 
than can be given within the short space of time at our disposal during 
a regular session. Even more important is the fact that many of these 
items require preparatory mork by way of study and investigations 
between sessions to enable delegations to form considered judgments. 

"Finally the full membership of the United Nations should be 
concerned to know from month to month whether or not the more 
important recommendations uhich it has embodied in its resolutions 
are being observed. In the course of a regular session, the Assembly 
adopts many resolutions,  sonie  of which are of great importance. 

(over) 


