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T_:‘Li'.ff_ggmups did not perceive increasing protectionism in the United States as an immediata
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or alarming issue. The participants wers firm in their heliefs, howeaver, that greater

protacticnism in the U.S. would seriousty affect Canada and that if this occurred, real

@

sacrifices would have to ba made on our part ta lessen the impact of greatar U.S.

S

protectionist barriers.

As noted eariier, tha participants feal a strang relationship between Prime Ministér
Mulranay and President Raeagan helps in our dealings with the .5, The groups did naot,
howevar, perceive a serious detgrieration of relations priar to the change in-our

govarnment. The specific issues that were discussed were considerad to ba the type of
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irritant that commoniy arises between the twn countries, and conssquentiy the relationship
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between Prime Ministar Mulroney and President Reagan was not perceived to be of paramount
impoiTancs in de‘aﬁhg with thesa issugs. From the discussions, tharefors, it i5 not claar
to what extent suctsss in dealing with an issue perceived as a major problem between the

. two countries wauld be contingent upan the relationship betwaan the two leaders.
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