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News of the cirt-s
Manfitoulin Island's native art

The Royal Ontario Museum i Toronto
Îs presenting an exhibition of contempor-
ary art by the native people of Manitou-
lin Island untîl September 30.

Manîtoulmn Island, at the mouth of
Georgian Bay, is considered to be the
largest freshwater island in the world and
One of the most scenic areas of Canada.
Recent evidence suggests that maxn has
inhabited this îslaxid for 4,000 years.

The naine "Manitoulin" is a derivation
Of an Algonkiaxi word meanmng "Den of
Manitou". "Manitou", a great spirit of
Power, made his home on the "Island of

painters whose activity marks a renais-
sance in native art. The latest show li the
ROM Ethnology Department's sertes
"Contemporary Native Art of Canada" is
an exciting survey of artistic developinent

on Manitouixi Island.

Pixie Tree Whips the Proud Birch with his
Branches (Francis Kagige)

bassige, Franicis Kagige, Daphxie Odjig
Beavon, Martin Panaxiick, John Laford,
Leland Bell, Don Ense, Axigus Trudeau,
Melvin Madahbee, Lloyd Caibaiosai, Elea-

nor Kanasawe and Shirley Chechoo De-
bassige.

Traditiollal quill work on birchbark or

beading on hide are on display, as well as

floral anid animal motifs anid archaic,
geomnetric patterfs applied to birchbark
boxes.

The content, style and design de-

veloped by the master craftsmeii are
being explored and altered by the young

Nanxiabush and the Peace Pipe CeremoIY
(Mfel Madahbee)

thle Inland Sea" (Lake Huron). According
tO legend the island is "a place of spiritual
rebirth - a place where there is power
and strength necessary for the rekindling
Of fires"

Manitoulin Island also appears to be a
Centre for the modemn native art move-
ment of the 1970s. Over 50 recent
Paintinga are on display at the ROM, the
majority for the first time. The 14 native
artists, most of whomn are in their Twen-
ties, explore myths, customs anid the
evolving native consciousxiess. Several

haealready won international recog-
nlition and a place in permanent public
Collections.

The exhibition ixicludes works by
James Simon, Randy Trudeau, Blake De- Talking Bird (Blake Debassge)
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