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Comparison of 1976-77 and 1977-78 budgetary main estimates

The budgetary main estimates tabled
by President of the Treasury Board,
Robert Andras on February 16, show a
net increase of $2,728 million, from
$38,417 million ini 1976-77 to, $41 ,145
million ini 1977-78. This represents an
increase of 7.1 per cent, about the
same as that projected for the Govern-
ment's total expenditures, which in-
clude non-budgetary expenditures and
reserves for supplementary estimates
during the fiscal year.

Dec reases
Decreases totalling $ 1,258.3 million
are shown, primarily in seven depart-
ments and agencies Energy, Mines and
Resources, the Unemployment Insurance
Commission, National Health and Wel-
fare, Industry, Trade and Commerce,
Statistics Canada, the Canadian Live-
stock Feed Board, and theCanadian
Habitat Secretariat.

The Department of Energy, Mines and
Resources budget will decrease by
$577.5 million (37.5 per cent) mainly
owing to a reduction in oil-import com-
pensation payments.

The Unemployment Insurance Com-
mission decrease of $325.5 million is
the result of changes in the legislation
and tighter monitoring of benefit pay-
ments.

Increases in the Department of Na-
tional Health and Welfare's budget for
family allowances, old age security,
spouse's allowances and the Canada
Assistance Plan were more than offset,
mainly by the decrease in contributions
to the provinces as a result of proposed
changes in the established programs'
financing formula, for a net decrease of
$172.8 million.

The expenditures of the Department
of Industry, Trade and Commerce will
decrease by $128.6 million, because of
reductions in consumer subsidies on
the sale of wheat for domestic con-
sumption and because contracts for the
construction of grain hopper cars are
complete.

The completion of the 1976 quin-
quennial census has brought about a
reduction of $25.7 million ini the budget

of Statistics Canada.
The Canadian Livestock Feed

Board's budget will decrease by $10.9
million because of certain revisions in
its grain freight assistance program.

The Canadian Habitat Secretariat has
terminated its actiîties and funding is
no longer required.

i noreases
Most of the $3,986.3-million gross in-
crease is attributable to ten depart-
ments and agencies: Finaqce, Secre-
tary of State, National Defenceï Man-
power and Immigration, Central Mort-
gage and Housing Corporation, Indian
Affairs and Northern Development,
Veterans Affairs, Post Office, Public
Works and the Canadian International
Development Agency.

The main compontents of the Depart-
ment of Finance' s increase'of $978.4
million (12.6 per cent) are to service
the public debt ($700 million), fiscal
transfer payments to, the provinces
under the new federal-provincial fiscal
arrangements ($241 .7 million) con-
tracting-out payments to Quebec ($53
million) and the municipal grants pro-
gram ($25 million).

The Department of the Secretary of
State requires an additional $567.7
million (73.5 per cent), for post-second-
ary education <$528 million), bilingual-
ism development ($28.4 million) and
for a large translation workload ($6.1
million).

The $423.6 million (12.6 per cent) in-
crease for National Defence is the re-
sult of the effect of inflation on oper-
ational costs and of higher capital
expenditures for new equipment, in-
cluding tanks and long-range patrol
aircraft.

The Department of Manpower and Im-
migration will receive an increase of
$304.3 million (35 per cent) for the
implementation of a special employ-
ment strategy ($286.5 million), includ-
ing direct employment programs and
selective manpower measures espe-
cialîy for training and youth services,
and for implementation of the new im-
migration policy and increased immi-


