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walls were conspicuously hung cards with passages g'l‘lxe lecture was designed to §l§ow what od.nca'tion
' from a catechism. This surprised me, and I made | was; and tl.w locturvrrwuuld' l‘wgm at tho” beginning,
. some quiet inquiries of the teacher about the circum- :md. lu.}' his foundation. The foundation was Fho
stance. She had many qualitics desirable in a derivation of tlm.wunl, and cm?quuo:\f,ly.', a;wcordu‘mg
teacher; but her reply to my questions rather aston- | to t.ho lectarer, its truc meaning. llm. is & mis-
ished me. “You know,” eaid she, ‘“ that what is on |leading assumption, but my present business is not
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" the cards is not true; but I am required to teach it.”

I do not know how she knew that I * knew” that
the cards were the vehicles of error. The same
clairvoyance might have taught her that I considered

‘to show it. We were informed, and with great unc-
Ztiun. that the word education was derived from “‘ the

;lmtin. educo, to draw out,” and that this was pre-

'cisely what was meant by education—the drawing

it very wrong for her or any one else to teach what was | out, or unful‘diug, as it was ox plained, of t.hc.’ facul-

known, or even suspected, to be false.  ties of the unnd‘, cte., and the assurance was iterated

I once visited, in company with a school commis- and reiterated till the dullest could not bat l!ndor-

gsioner, a number of schools, in which a foreign 'stand and the most treacherous memory retain the

language was a substitute for English. The law  words or the sentiment. And the grgat man never

made no provision for the substitution; but the gov- suspected that he was in error—that his foum!auon

ernment was too ‘“ wige in their generation” to inter- | was false and the superstructure erected upon it de-

fere, and so the books prescribed by the Council of |lusive—but was evidently greatly pleased with his

Public Instruction had been relegated to retirement | performance.

and dust. The children, small and large too, in many |  Once more, and [ am done:  Un a certain occasion

cases, supported their tfembling steps in reading by |as I entered a school—it was a public school—I heard

the aid of a pointer—half of an iron or steel knitting | a little girl reciting the Lord’s Prayer in Latin. As

needle! This was the method of reading. There |it was an unusual occurrence, I listened with interest;

S, were no pauses, except perbaps in the body of the nor was my interest diminished when I found she

' words, from the beginning of the line to the end of it, | gave every word correctly and without a single slip,

when custom and the teacher alike allowed of a stop. |even the slightest, in the pronunciation. There were

This lead me innocently to remark to the commis- | reasons which led me to conclude that she did not

sioner that the children did not seem to understand | know the meaning of the words she was uttering;

what they read. *“No,” said he, ¢they don’t, but |but I thought I would ask the teacher—more, how-

when they become older they will.” I think it |ever, for the sake of ‘hearing the reply than for

doubtful whether the charitable assumption would |information. The response was—* Oh, no, she does

ever be realized, for it was the ‘ Lives of the Saints” | not understand it.” Do not let us blame the little

that was thé reading book. | girl, or even her teacher, who was herself ignorant of

Once again: It was my lot to ascertain and report | Latin; lest in doing so we condemn ourselves. Is it
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as to the educational status of a young lady of some | certain that we quite understand all that is contained
sixteen or seventeen summers, who had been general- |in the Lord’s Prayer—or, ‘“leaving the first prin- 3
ly at school and had studied at a ladies’ seminary |ciples” of religion, whether we more than half
for a couple of years, and who was, withal, of fair !comprchcnd what is embraced in the creeds we
~ — intellectual powers. In accordance with my instruc- | respectively profess to hold—or, to- proceed still fur-

tions, I was to decide as to what was her knowledge
| _ of the elementary branches. 1 found that in arith-
ﬁ ; B metic she was much perplexed with numeration; and

’ & that she could not explain and did not know why it
was that she ‘borrowed” in subtraction. It was
just so with reading and elocution, with grammar
and analysis, and so throughout the scale. We con-
clude, then, that there are accredited ladies’ seminaries-
which one may attend for years, and yet know next to
nothing—for which knowledge they must pay hun-
dreds of dollars.

One of my strangest experiences in this field was
the hearing of a lecture on education by an educa-
tional officer, one of whose duties it was to instruct
and enlighten the country on educational matters.

ther, whether we have a very clear conception’ of any
of the branches about which we talk so complacently
and go learnedly? At least we have it on record that
a wiser man, and a more profound scholar than any
of us, thought very lightly of his attainments. It is
not necessary to quote his language, for the words are
““ houschold words” in all our families and schools.
The dear little child reciting the Lord’s Prayer in
Latin, and not understanding a word of it; is a type

of us all. Ebuco.
Wolfville, N. 8., Aug. 10, 1887.
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The highest mountain in the world is said to be

Mt. Hercules, in New Guines, soaring to an altitade .
of 32,186 feet. ' .




