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walla wore coiispicuousiy hung carda with passageti
trom a catochiani. This surprised mie, and 1 inaidoV
some quiet inquiries of the teuchier about thle uircumi- «Il

stance. She liad miany qualities dosirauble in al i

teacher; but ber reply to nîy questions ratiier astoni- t

ished me. "lYou know," staid she, "lthat wbat is oit1

the carda is not truc; but I ani required to teach iL"t

I do not know how sho knew that 1Il "knew" thant It
the carda wore the velucles of error. T hoe saine1

clairvoyance might have taughit lier that I conisidercd ji

it very wrong for bier or any one eisc to teach whiat wasc
known, or even 8u8pOcted, to bo false.t

Ionce visited, in company with a sclîool camillis- .
aioner, a number of techools, in which a foreign î
language wus a substitute for Euglisb. The law ii
made no provision for the substitution; but the gov-ê
erument wau too Ilwiee in their generation" to initer- 1
fore, -and so, the books pre8cribed by the Concil of1
Public Instruction had been relegated to retirement1
and duet. The eidren, emali and large too, ini nittny
cases, supported their t1fembiig steps ini readinig b>'i
the aid of a pointer-hall of an iron or steel knuittinlgI
needie! This was the.method o! reading. Tberc l
were no pauses, except perbape lnu-the body of the
words, from the beginuing o! the lino to the end of it.,
when'custom and the teacher alike aliowed o! a stop.
This lead me innocently to remark to thc commis-
ioner that the children did not seem to understand

what they read. "'No," 8aid ho, idthey don't, but
Swhen they beconie older they will."1 I tbinik iL

doubtful wbetber the charitable aseumption would
over be realized, for it wae the IlLivos of the Saints"
that was the reading book.

Once again: It'wae My lot to ascertain and report
as to the educational statue of a young lady o! somie
ixteen or seven teen summers, wbo had been general-

ly at sch ool and bad studied at a ladies' semiinary
for' a couple of years, and who wus, withal, of fuir
intellectual powers. In accordance with my instruc-
tions, I was to decide as to what wus ber knowlcdge
of the elementary branches. 1 found that in arith-
metic ahe was mucb perplexed with nunierationi; and
that she could Dlot explain and dîd not knýw wby it
wala that ahe Ilborrowed" ini subtraction. It was
just so with reading and elocution, with grammar
and analysis, and so throughout the 8cale. Wc con-
clude, then, that there are accredited ladies' seniinaries
which.one nx.ay attend for yearos, and yet know ncxt to
nothing-for which knowledge they mugt pay hun-
dreds o! dollars.

One o! my strangest experiences in this field was
the hearing o! a lecture on, education by an educa-
tional officer, one of whosee dutie8 it wau to in8truet
and enlighten the country on oducational matters.
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[Tlc lecture wus deàiglicd tio show wbst education
w1ts; -îud the lecturer would begin at the begiuning,

md l:lu fotitdaîtion. 1'Tho fonndation vau the
derivation of the word, anid const4inently, aocording
to thio kx-turer, itiâ truocniîrng. Thîis ia a mis.
eainitg za'stitîpltiosi, but suy prmmet business i.s ot
.4) show il. We were i,îformed, ani withl grout suc-
ioni, duait thewreîe wii wu <lrivod from «" the
Latin, educéo, tu dr:îw oiit," anid tat ibis wus pre.-
cisoly wliait waâ IRIanL by educatiozi-the drawiuig
out, or unîfolding, as i i was explaiined, of the lacul-
te~ of the immd, etc., and the assurance vau iteraWS
and reiterated ijill the dullest could not but under-
stannd and the mon t reaclîoroua memory rotain thé
wurdsa or the sentiment. And the groat man noyer
suspected that lie wuW in error-ibat bis foundation
wus faiso and teUic perstructuro crocted spon it de-.
lîîsaive-huit wa*i cvidently greatly pleaoed witbh iéi
lwrforniaittco.

Once more, andt 1 am done: On a certain ocaion,
as 1 entercd a sehuo)l-it was a public ochool-! hoard
a little girl reciting the Lord's i rayer ini LWin. As
iL wxu an ' tnuguuii occurrence, 1 listeuod with interest;
nor wa8 mv interet, diiniishied when 1 found eh*
gave cvery word eorrectly and witbout a single slip,
oveu thce 81glitest, ini tic îrontinciation. There vore
roauons whiclî led me to conclude tbat ah. did Dot
know thoe, awniing of the words she vas utt.rig;
but 1 thoughit 1 wouid ask the toacher-more, hov.
ever, for the sake of lîearing tic reply than for
information. The resîrnnse wus-" Oh, Do, she dos
not understand iL." D)o not lot us blame the litti
girl, or even iber teacher, who wus herseif ignorant of
Latin; lest in doing se wc coiidcmp ourselves. leait
cûrtaýn that wc quite iiudert;taiid ail that i8 contained
in tie Lord's l'rayer-or, «Ileaving the firat prin-
cipdcs " of religion, wheUîcr we more than hIMU
conîprchend wbat is cmbraced in tlhe creedo w.
respecti vel y profe8s to hold-or, t. proceed stili fur-
tAîer, whcthier we have a'vory clear conception' of any
of Uhc branches about wbich wo. t aso conîpaoengLy
and so lcarnedly? At icuat wo have it on record that
a wiser man, and a more profound sobolar than aoy
of us, thoughit very lightly of bis attainments. 1t 15
flot nece88ary to quote bis langiuage, for the wordeanY
"hbousehold wordg",in ail our famnilies and echoola
The dear littie child reciting the Lord'e Prayer in
Latin, and not understanding a word of e, is a type
of us ail. ELnuco.

Wulf ville, N. S., Aug. 10, 18K7.

The higliest M>ountain in the world i5s fai&, te, be
Mt. Hercules, in New Quinea, !oar ing to an altitude
of 32,786 foot.


