
Ebitortal

infant Miortality.

An infatnt xnortality of something like
1'.96 per thousand births in 1907, and of
about 1,55 per thousand births in 1908,
for the Province of Ontario, iii something
that needs imimediate Fittention. In the
first place, let us look to our figures, for
there la nothing so misleadfiug as statis-
tics Both these resuits are arrived at by
taking into account ail still-birtlia as
births, and also as deaths. We should
have our infant inortality calculated inde-
pendently of ,;till-hirtliq altogother. Stili-
births should lie recorded carefuily and
publilhed, but publiahed lu a separate
statement, and infant inortality sliould be
calculated fromn the total nuxuber o! births
ln the year (s;till..births not included) and
the total number of <leaths under one year
o! age during tiie year (stilI-births not in-
cluded). The requisite information Wo en-
able us Wo do this is noit given in the Re-.
po)rt of the Registrar-Gengeral for 1907,
nior in the Rep)ort for 19O8. It should bie.

Thien we shiould aise have a separate
statement of the infant mortality of ille-
gitimnate ebidren.

The neit ting Wo do is to i-
prove our registration percentage. Other
vivlllzed counitries sxxcceed in get-
ting 90 per cent. of the birtlia registered.
Do we? No. Thia should be doue at once.
A prominent physician was heard Wo bost
the other day that he attended at about
'300 births per year and dld not notlfy or
register one of thexu. Surely w. might do
better than this. Probably the. physician
should b. p)aid for thia service. Âfter ail,
it la not a. inedical functioli. We are net
State officias-net yet. Some means
ought Wo be found Wo get our birthe pro-
perly recorded.

The. Humor of Sir Abnroth.
Exepltion bas been taken in some quar-

ters te the second of the Lady Priestly me-
morial lectures of the British National
Hlealth, Society, delivered recently by Sir
Almnroth 'Wright, U.D., F.R.S., on "Bac-
terîolegy and Hlealtb."'

There was a widespread, belief, hg
in part, that people could keep diseacz<
1)y foilowing the rules of indiv;idil
giene. These rules were that they
eat a lot, have a certain amoount ol
cise, wash and have plenty of frej
He was persuaded they w~equit.,
particularly iu regard to Turkish
and though he feit that -ueli thinej
add to the pleasures of ie, lie &
think that cleanliness was to b.
niended as a hygienic method.

Sir Ahnroth Wright is a distiuig
inember of the profession, hmaing
valuable work iu every brauch of
logecai and pathological researchi.
hixn that we owe our kulowledge
opsonie index.

We are inclined to think, therefor
in his Lady Priestly Meniorial lenti
Ahniroth bas been jokiug wlth the. 1
and perhaps having "a good tug
Osler) .at the professional leg.'
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Laat month the Governor.G.,n
Canada wrote a letter to the m
Ottawa uirging an immediate warf
hoiise fies. He suggested that a
atic campaign should b. inaugurat,
called ou the niayor Wo take the. le
lieving that Ottawa, as the capital,
set an example Wo other cities in
rid of the fly by rernoving cond itiou>j
attract it or encourage it Wo bree4,

Earl Grey proposed theine. l
dy, eleauliness, the natural nm
ease at all timon. It la flot mrl
sary to keep a houa. elean an
sereened, but the. promises as wE
filthy back yard can breed eog
bother thousands o! people, and a
who sereens his house and pavs n


