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The method to wviiclî I refcr, anfi agaiust ivhtch 1
w olili venture hu1nibiy lu l)rotest, is tlbat of dlictation.
Front bcginiiitg to endi of the houir of lecture ritese2
learne(l men sirniply <ictate froni their uîanusŽcripts (or
otiîcrwise), andf the studfents write dowvî ývliat t1ie
have (lirtat ed. It is hiardly possible t() iiuag'ine a \Vor-ý(
încthod of teaichîigý. IL cotvveys har(lv attiu h
couil flot be learned front biooks. âr~oreover, it gives
no stimuluis to, the studfent, anfi tis is wliat the studfent
nlost nieeds. On titis point there is very imnch to be
saîd, as we are herc toniching ulponi the esscntial .utilit 'v
of tiniversities, as sources of instruction and knýiowv
le(ige, anul we miay hope that others wvîll contrii)ute
scunlethitîg to, the subjeet.

XVe are not instittiig any sort of colilparison
iietween the Scottisli andl 1Enghishi [niversities in gen-
crai. it uîlust be renieuberefi that those of the Northcrni
Xingdoni arc pupular institutions. intenCleu, like the
m'bole eduication of the country, for the people ilu geni-
eral, whlst the Eutiiislb lniversities are, on the whiole,
to i)e regarded as aristocratic institutions. But there
is oie point of sorte importance in regard to. which
the advantages of O)xford anul Cambridge are, and(
have been, so, conspicuiolis, that it demanius sontie care-
ftii consideration froîn ail who are initeresteul in these
subjects. 'Ne refer to, the resiclential systein of these
(wo (great Universities, anul more especîally to the
resi(iential systetin as il gctiera lly existefi at Oxford
forty or fifty years ago. Tîthere xVas a (lifferenrce at
titat tiine ietxveetl the two Universilies, wieh mav
possibllv now have <isappeared. As a mie, no Oxford
t.oliege wotuld theti r-eceive a mnatricuilant, unless il
coulul at once give imii rootns. By titis ineans every'
onue who entere(l the L 'nîiversity becanme at once a rest-
dlent withini one of the Colieges, lîaving lus roonis aiotîg
witîh the other unidergradulates, dittiig at the saine
table, beconîîng a inieuter of the saine Clubis anul
s ocieties, in fact, becorning a inenîber of a family.

At Cambhridge the case \\,a,; <ifferent. Tiere, as
a rile, a niew conlier wvas not at once adntîtted to re-
side in the Coliege. Ile bad to take lodgings in the
city doltbtless lodgings approved lw the authorities
-yet in sinch a way tîtat lie was iiot brotight into close
conîtection with tue other nienîbers of the College.
IL is believefi that tlis rîrcuinstance înay accounit for
the genteraiiy recognize(l fact, that Oxford mien liear
the stamp of their University more uistinctlv thanl
Camnbridge ilien. There was certailiyv another'differ-
ece. The Oxford unidergraduiate was freqtnentlv sent
tuito lodgiugs, liefore lie liafi taken bis degree, to make
roomn for otiiers who souight adlmission inito the Col-
1leg e, xvbtlst tbe Canîhridge ini, once adîiitted, was
allowed to renliain to, tlie end of bis course. But a
miornent'q i eflection will show that this cotild not coin-
pensate for the loss silstained at the beginnling.

l tbose days no, oýne could i atricillate at the
1 niversity. wbo, liafi not been received inito a Courege.
fil later tinies a new institution bias arisen, that of
students non-attaclied to any Coilege, buit sirnplv m-atri-
ruilated in the University, residiing, withîn, its holinds
for the appointed time, and -aining instruiction and
preparation for examiniations in anty way thiat miav
seemn good to tbeim. Pcrhîaps soi-e nmember of either
UTniversity. who niav hiave watcbed the developmient
of this new instituition, may give uis bis view, on the
subject. Tt is obvions that these mîight he of great
icdvantage to uis in our present tircuimstances.

There is sortie dlanger of our UJniversity life bce-
coîu'ng an, isohatefi, inidividuiai life, iinstead of a roin-
mon hiie. If thiat ivas to ronie to îîass, we imîglit as
weil attend lectures at a Meclhanirs' Inistitute, or in-
decd get our icarîiing tbrough books and private
t uit ion. Strb a tenidelny liiaY 1w roillterated nl ai
Mis asas is nowv (lotie in inanv of the great Anleni

e u nt'iversities, andl witb coiisi(erahile silccess-b v
ltaving rotillnon lolii itssgoverlted hiy the stu-
dents thienîseives, lv lîavîîig liiboesiii wblicl tell,
1w elve, or t\veîty niemnbers of tue C'In]b lodge and
board, fortiig a kind of faniilv groupl, and in othier
way s. Thlese, biowever, are matters w'ilîi inay pro-
periv he deait vitlt bv those who bave experienre of
Sîtrb iiietlbods.
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TIE PROPOSED SVPERVIS )RY BO ARD.

IiTor, ?îr V7AnSIITY:

Ait îrz Itis xvitb pleasure that I nieet vouir
request to peu a few hunes xvith regard to, the Super-
A îsory Board, the institution of wirbl wras proposed
at iast Fridav's Constituitionai MNeeting Especiallv sinre
'91 the question, as to tlîe possibiiitv and advisability- of a
mtore or, less rentralized control of student funlctions
and organizations, lias been iooted azaîîî and agrain.
Tue foundation of the Athietir Assoriation wvas one re-
sit of tiiese discussions, and the Board now appointed
liv a prartirallý it uainiiots vote of the Literary
Sorietv is but its pronîising rotunterpart.

flurilig the last few vears two nmtters of great
importanre have, anlong otiiers, attracteci tlîe attention
oif an influiential portion of the sttîdent body. If we
are correct1' ilifomnied thîe v are, first, the tiînmuber of
I biversitv funictions anfi organi7ations, and secondh,
the question of responsibilitv-financial responsibilitv,
particulanly-in connlection witb contracting inidebtefi-
ilrss anîd ail its train of ilis on tue part of stuident or-
tï,antzýations. As coucrnts tue first point, attention bas
bren cahîrd to the possibilitv-wlich, liwever, at pres-
cnit seeniis verv siendier of som-e partial conibination
or dorlîling iip of the, varions Denartnienital Clulbs.

a g-ain to the advisalîilitv of a'adoi- il, favor of
other larger andf more important fuinctions the Yearlv
Class Receptions. M7itl snich iatters we have oiilv re-
inoteiv to do here. Witb regard to the second point,
iundergradulate opinion sceris to bave gradIiill-v vcered
rounld to the conviction thiat sorte forni of centrali7ed
sulpervi,,ion bv representative mien from, anliong themi-
selves conjoinitx with representatives of tbe Cohlege
Coutnril is noxv advisable. The Athietir Board, tlîat'is
rrceiviîîg stirli beartv support on ail sides, is ai, ex-
pression of this conviction: and tue saine raui be saifi
of the present change iii tbe constitution of the Liter-
prv Sorietv, loknzto the establishmnent of a general
Siipervisor 'v Board for aIl stîîdent fuinetions and or-
ganizations otiier than those coîîîing Nvithin the spbere
of the Athletic Association.

At present mnost of our College organizations5 are
expected to art in conitinction xvitb special comrnittees
of the Coilege Cotuncil: somne, however, for instance,
iîtose of ephemneral ýrowth and activitv and those uising.
the naine of the Uiniversity of Torontoý, are often not
hrotnght into) contact with anvy snlpervisorv hody at ail.
Tlhis is now to be remnedied as fan as possible hy a re-
presentative comm-ittee of four tindergradulates, ap-
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