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CON4VOCATIONi.

OPENING 0F THE THEOLOGICAL HALL.rnATRI CU LATION L-,xaiiiinaitioiis iii lbeîlogy

YM aîîd MIetdicinie, Phi s Suîpplei îuît aries andc for
B.D., wec e l on Octtiber 3o aiud 31i. 'l'lic Tlieo-
legical classes opeiteil for work oit Nox cîtber i, flic
Princip)al gix ung as bis introci itotr leéfiîre part of a
palier lie liac readc at flic Parliaiiieit of Religionis
ocIl Prcesbytcniaui Re-niiîîcn ciesii alle (in the United
States) if basecl on Reforiuiation priiiciples.'' 'l'lie
lciéltire is to appear in ÇQiieen's Qiiarferly for janci-
ary. H is class this session mnibers 26, incliiîg
M/il kie, xvho is talking tbe xvork extra-iiurally, iii
consecquence of an arranigemnt mîadie Nvif i ls
Pi eslbyfervý.

On Fi iay eveîxfng, Noveîiiber 3rd, tbe puOblic
epeiiing tcook pla(ce in Conivocationi H ail, a1 balcyoii
cain ciiaractcriiuig if, iii biissfiil coîti ast un flic
procccigs of IlUiversity I)ay7.''l'lic Principal

îwesicicc. l'le ininîster tif St. Aîuircxv's Ciiiiich
aèteii as Cliaplaiii, aîîd au abîle rciiant cf last
sessions choir led the ser\,ice cf praise. Iiiere was
a gcîcc aiicce anti the cinsest attentfion ivas gîven
te flic opeuuîng lee cire aiid snibseqiientt alclires.;cs,. Dr.
Ross, Professer cf Apoicugefies aîîd Ncw Testamient
Crificisuii, an iiireci as tlue tifie cf lus dir
IClrisfiaiiitx andc kcceîit Tîonglit.'' Hec said iliat

dcirîiig flic last quarter of the preseiut cenuiry flic
comiparative stiicy cf tbe religions cf înaîikiiic lad
sectir'c a lar-ge niieasuue cf attention. lt is îîcw

ac ~ ~ ~ t k uolc g u e ai) escciit ial part of a cîîîîplet e
syste in of tbeo i ogy antI in d ispe nsabl e to the
tlitrotigii ciuii)iieit of nîsiiaic te tue
fbtatbeui. Teresiuit of researci injte tue ieadiuig
faithls of the xvi iic lias beeui to tisis-pate, tue notficon
fluat pagaiuisiii wa', alttugecluer <lai k fiiot it ccîîtaiîîed
niti iiig w hichl c oul lii urusl andc stiiu<l ate spiritiiuaI
lite anti tlîat it possesseul uîofbiîg in c-cuîuîcîu w îtb
cbristianitv. Inîvcestigation bias sliewi tlîaf tbe
rthnic faitiîs incliîdc imîportfaut eleiucits cf religionîs
fnîuflu, festifY iii snic cicgrýe f0 tbe ciiviiiity anid
poevr of Gnci, auud tcacb iii au inipîerfeét way that
the fuie eii cife iiian is f c be i n imoieral ai ic spirif uuai

h)anioiiý' with (,iî. Bof iiy wlîat process or iicais
tluat accord a itlî the tiyine tliouit anti xiii is te be
attaineci, liuw a mian shiah be jnist witlî (,l 1m
the mîoral evii that sonciereci mian anti Goci is to be
reinovcd, andti ie filial relaiouslip anti felioxvsbip
fully îcsfcreci, they cuid not satisfaétou-ily set fcrtiî.
Yet if was incouisisteuit wifli the Chîristianu cnception
of the divinie faf leu boot lat the larger loien o f flic
humitiu race shoiil be 1elt iii coîtuliete ignorance of
ail thinigs pertaiiiing to life anti gedliiiss, andc that
no) iigbf siîonld liai e been granfed to seekeis alter
God iii hcatiîetoin. Christ saici flat uînilr tither
fonius of faifi thau timat'of lsraei, nmationîs anîc iîîci-

viduialswiere ob)jets of divinesolicitud(e. Tlîey were
being edîîcatcd to preparc the xvorld foi the comning
of Christ.

On the other biandit is iiow being asserteci thatthe
christian religion is jinst one of the ethnie religions,dif-
fcriiug froin evcry ot er o.nly in the fact that it is thc
ripest tri t oftfli religions flionglit and life oftheworlcl.
ln other words, it is not a religion whicb centres in a
divine pei'son aocd is based on a speciai revelation
fi nin God to mni, bot is sinuply flic resuit of the
inpress of the Greekl on the J ewisi iiniid in an age
wbicbi was striving te combine inte one the varions
philos iphicai and theological systeins that then
prevailed. The great battie of the christian
faitb is now being fongbt aroiind this qnestion,
IIs Christianity a Snpernatnral Religion ?"

Is it natural developînent front primiitive religions
foris ? B3y tic principle of evolnfion an attcîîpt
lias been mtade to explam.n its risc antd growtiî.
Clîristiaîîitv is said by soiiC to lie sinîply the product
of thle strix ing of îîîaî's religions nature aîîd the re-
aétion inpoîi if of ifs environmient, Buît wbcre, we
inay ask. did M oses get bis conlception of God as

neifigracions, long-snfferiîîg anîd abnndaîit in
goodiiess aîic trîîtl, keeping îîîercy for tlîoîsancls,
forgiviiig iiiiqnity and transgressionî anti sin, and
that will by no îeans clear the ginilty. This is too
lofty ait idea of flie divine ebaracter to have origili-
afed iii uis; own conscioiisiiess. Uiîtil Chirist pro-
claiîned tbc fatberhood cf God it baci not been snr-
passe(l ly the otterance of any of the sobse-
chient feacb ers of Israel. Apart froin wlîat is reveal-
cd iii tbe hUit', we weîtld bave nîo reliable know-
ledgc of God as creator, order-er, sovereigu, saviunr,
jtîidge. 'l'le sacred writers werc coîîscîoîîs tbat tbey
ivere, divinely inspired, aîîd this tbey testified te.
'rbey were the x'ehicles of revelat ion mîadle tt) tbeîn
by Hinîi wbo sctbi the ceni frein the bcginiiing. The
wirters were led by the spirit to compose tbe records
wlîich disclose flic progressive cvolntioîî cf God's
redeiîptive dealings with înankiiid. According te
the Bible, mîan is tbe final expression of flic creative
puirpose. He is net to be siicceedecd by a different
antd biglier ercler cf being, bot lie is te be trans-
forîîîed anti brotiglit it 0 fuîll accortd vitb tbe ideal
after wliicb lie ivas fasbicîicd anti whose realization
lias been baffled by bis sclf-will. The divinie plan is
tbat a ruit slîould be regerieratetl, reîîewed iii bis
disposition, raised te the position whichi tbe pes-
sibilities of bis nature entitled hini f0 eccupy, and
tbe religion that is adapfed to raisiîîg mcin te titis

ig-li level inust be the perfeC religionî. This is the
profcssed aii cf cbristianity, antI tbe life wliich is
uider the sway cf its spirit is cliangeci frouu glory te
glory ai-d aplîrtaclies ever nearer te flue simîilitude
of Hiîîî wlîo is ackncwledged by ail te have been
inîînaculate in thought and dcccl, the truc icleal fer
tbe race. hn Huei inen belielti a new kiîîd cf power


