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YYHIE Masitoba College Jowrnal, always an interesting

and instructive little paper, contains an article in
the January nunber on Manitoba Mission Fields, which
our Divinity students who are thinking of becoming
missionaries would do well to read. While we would
not say anything to depreciate Foreign mission work, the

A . . . . "y Ny,
first duty of our students is to their own country. Lhere
ya alone which require

These stations

are over twenty stations in Manitol
to be filled-—and the laborers are few.
would all, under the cave of such students as we have,
hecone in a few years large and flourishing eongregations
—far superior to half of those which exist here. Theve
is more life and vigor in the West than in the Hast, and

the opportunity of vastly greater growth.

But, hesides Manitoha, there is the whole of our North-
West in nced of missionaries and settled ministers. The
work here is certainly as interesting as any in the foreign
field, and the probabilities of successful effort infinitely
greater. It is only a very rare student—one among a
thousand-—who is fit for foreign wmission service. No
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one, for example, should dream of enlisting in this work
who has not, to start with, exveptional Ii!lgl;i:%fil' :Ll'iliti(w\
\\'.C have already had an exanple of complote and ‘mfi
failire on the part of one of our foreign ‘“i«\‘ﬂi""l‘('\'(t‘
hecanse of this very defect. o

And there are numerons
others, who, while they have failed not qguite so 3
nomnecedly as to need official vecadling by the (.fh-lf-::‘:)-
are still to o very Targe extunt examples of nlis«lirvu;zml“
if not wasted, effort. ’

Of cowrse, we are all familiar with the common oo
on thix subject—-if a man has only the enthusios /”[M
rest will soon follow.  We have no desire to ‘(]:‘ »”fl‘,l“t '
the effects of an enthusiastic temperanent, Brovate
that very little of great or abiding work
in the Chureh, or in the world, cither,

It is true
has been done
siasm It is true, quite troe, that gl (n-“;:‘ltxlll::xls‘;: ':‘!llmrl]n:
great spirits in thought or action have had (%!ltlll;;.‘ S ”
But it is eyually true that they had sotmethinge o
Some of the most veritable cranky we ""(;1- knz '\n('ne.
euthusiasts.  And while some of oup foreign miwirﬁ\ “.,ere
didates, who have about as much .'Lli]'lit\;' in til.(x li ‘;(m‘
languages as a frog has in the wrt of 111\1;ic, hn r’tn“;]L :Of
hearts the sweet delasion that enthusiasm Wil% “«')\»;.\,Ll,l
multitwle of sius, they are a trifle mixed, < l’;;m '!lf.."l‘
enthomsiasi, ad he was the greatest foreign lnissniun-rlv‘v
of the 1ges.  We have enthusiasm and we \\\'ill 111‘,v])nui: ?:
We confess that the idea is a pretty one, It \"()1;1'1
doubtless afford much consolation to & man who had huo(
plucked move times than hie could count.  Bug prettin )«‘n
is not always trath ; and the worst element alont” t(lhs
idea is that it will not stand practice, ¢

Candidates, again, for the foreign fielq, should Tl
the constitution of a horse.  No man wigh a wenk ]M\lbt
has any right to volunteer for foreign Stl‘\'ich I)tm')
simple suicide. He may thiuk that it .is @ gl()l‘i()'llq thi is
to sacrifice.his life for Christ in the endeavor t()l h\.}ng
light to thosz who ave in soul-darkness. He iy right 0;}‘12%
things being equal ; it is the best thing he o '
other things are not equzul.' There isalli)L :(L:Iei;t i ;_il.w
upon him to make this sacrifice. So long 15 ll;l.xcl?e :If
plenty (.)f other .men with constitutions adapted o the
work of the foreign field, he has no right at all to throw
away his life.  He can do more work and for o l«)nmjﬁ
time in owr own land ; work to which hig powers zuI: ‘t
him ; work just as necessary to the Christian cem‘a;zpf-
work in which he has reason to expect more fruit t‘:h;m



