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X¶ACAUL[A VS ]ESSAV ON 11ISTORty.

A PAPER REAL) BEFORE THE iDIALECTIC CLUB.

G ENTLEMEN:-The plan adopted in preparing this
paper may rnt comrnend itself to ail, but if su we

shall doubtless hear of it. TJ'le liberty of an introduction
witb a few generai comments has been taken.

First then, let me say we ought to studly History. As

muen, the doings and sayings, the successes, but especiaily

the failurea of our predlecessors, wii be to us flot oniy in-

teresting but very protitable. So that if we %were to act

onlv for our own interests <ve must study bistory. Biut if
we are true statesmen ipe coi bryo, if it may be our ambition

to force the lines of circumstances an as that they shall

converge tothat whicb <vo mav consider desirable, then are

we doubiy bonnd to study the past- Johnîson says "Ignor

ance <ehen voiuntary is crîminai and a mantimax' be pro-

periy charged wî th that evil wbîch he negkccted or refused

to iearn ho\v to prevent. 'lie paist is the cradie of the

present ;from the circuînitaîîces of tlic past have growii

tbe cvii which we suffer and the good \vhici \%e enjoy, and

from tlie circumstances \«bich <ve create <viii spring results

wbich xvili influence for %veai or woe ail postei ity. Lt

sbouid then be ours to sec that we transinit nu evil svhicb

by a study of the past we couid bave elimnîated.

As students we are bound to study bistory. We <viii

recognîze tbat ail meii are kmn suad as our sympathies

groxs unr capacities wiii îicrease proportîoîîatciy. Broad

views and liberai sympathy arc noeccssary for succesa.

From the study of history we wiii iearni tbat there are other
great counitries be,îdes Engiand ;othcr colonies than
Canada ;other piliars of fredom tban Magna Charta
other batties than Waterloo; and other Univcîsities tlîeî
Q ueen 's.

But now as tu the ,îîa,îier in o'bich bistory siîouid be
studied : h sbould be studied in the ligbt of truth and
studied su as to watcb the progress of mankind. i-istory
may be defined as an attempt to connect the present witb
the past. Guizot points ouit two ways in wbîcb the past

May be regarded. i. We may approacb the past with
feelings of mixed pity and disdaîn. Such a feeling ja
wrong. We bave iîlerited much from the past. Is it
tbu mucb tben to hailo<v its menlory for what is good and
truc in its history. Advances in the past wcre sinail-
smnall we cali tbem but tbey wcre great in consîderation of
the snrronnding difficulties and darkness. 2. There are
uthers again who gîve an undue reverelice to the paat and
xvbo chant wltb solemu earneatneaa the- dirge of the gond
nid days that are gone. To do this is as faise as the first.
To ssy that a crîticai apitit in the study of the past is
wtong Nwonid be t0 give to time the nnhaiiowed fonction
of sanctifying error, and this we can neyer admît. Some
of s'on rnav say now that ail this bias ittie to do witb
Macaulsy's easay. In deference to sncb I take it up more
particuiarly wlth a prayer t0 Chuo that as 1 caîîîot 10

Macanlay justice, 1 may bc prevented from doing him an
injustice.

-It is bard to fix on any plan wbicb wouid ex'en pretend
to give MacAniay's metbod of treating thîs subject. We
have rcad of minds capable of focusing the scattered
rays of knowiedge au as t0 bring ail to besr on a single
issue. Our minds iînst be incapable of thiîs focusing tbe
sOmnewhat desultory paragraphs of unr atîthor, because we
confeas to aeeing nu plan whicb wonid require sncb wordy
profusion as <ve finid in the essay. It la fiied xvitb striking

similies, terse expressioins and beantîful language :but iii
working out the esaay he seems to have confnsed the reai
obj'ct, viz. a dissertation on bistory as if ahouli be philo-
suphicaiiy wuth a synopsis of bistory, as it is practically. of
course, one ilinatrates the other, but Macaulay bas gîven
the illustration eqtîal importance <vill the aubjecî. I-e
begîns by siio<ing the extrenes of evii o xvhich iitory Ns
hiable. The effort te wvrite nice bistory leadas to fiction.
The imagination craves for the fanciful, the cbangin1g the
exciting ; and s0 one ciasa of bîstorians wvrite their flaira-
tive <vithout laboritig to discard. ci ror,-withotit pansing
to dra\v conclusionsa or look bcneatb the surface, - wiibout
askiiîg thinseives any questions as to tbe cause and effects
ot this endiesa flov, of circumastaicea. on te otbler band
t0 wtite pbiiosopbicaily correct bistorv there is danger of
faiiing iet a sevete unintcresting style. The historian Of
thia ciass in bis acýarcb for tbeory is apt t<i cast lus facts in
the mouid of bis bypothesia. Taking a generai view of
lîîstory <'e say it resetabies te results of ex'ery other
activîty of file niind. Firat %ve bave a period rîcli in pro-
duction and then a periomi severe iii ci iticisin. In tbe
first period aîîyîbîng pleasiiig or faticiful is given wîtb a
aupreme indifference to trutiî; and thîs conglomneratioti

goson accuînniatîîîg tili in the second lac~e meii are
torccd 10 cal] a liait ai( examine wiîat ini their belief is
wortby of preservatiou amud wbat mnust be braidemi as
false and uselcas. Tiiese aiternate productive and criti-
cal perioda of activity we find in religion, iii literattire, and
in pbiiosopby. and tberefcîîe lu bîstory, xvbicb is a coin
bination of the last tw o * *

WcV' will te finish notice sonie of thte restîlts of niedieval
activit;' ini Eîighîd and FFaice res/,cctively

Eîîgiaîd' a 1 oiiticai education lias beemu graduai, and
our growtb ta dîstinctly Englisb. We respect Magna
Charta more than the iaws of Solon, and to our cars
-Parhiament' is more venerable tban Senate.' But wbîle <ve
respect ont institutions and are proud of the advancedi
position wbîcb <ce occlipy, we are flot forgetful of the way
b' <vbich we bave been ici. \Ve remeniber Our early suf-
feringa and preparationa. We knosv from our own bistory
box< essentiai graduai dcvehopment la to stability %ve
know too weii that nu cnactmneît on paper or decree from
Legisiatîve balla can change a nation's habits. Legisia-

tincan never get aheadl of public opinion. Engiand bcd
a polîtîcai educatiori au that the active lîfe of the Crusades
wbcîî it reacbed that country found channela dcep and
weli deflned in wbicb to spend itacîf. But in France there
bcd been no sncb preparation or puliticai edun-ation. lTtie
flood of activity swept tbe land like a deluge, snbînerging
and destroyiîîgevery institution-gond, bad and indifferent
France was led awav by the extravagancies of those
bistorians of liberty falsely an calied wbom \se were con-
siderîng. Whist wonder then if tbe blind led by the blind
sbonld falu intO errors, the evils of wbich bave flot yet beeti
reuî,vered from.

WHAT, 1 SAW.
IL

/\OT a stone's tbrow from the College there
lies a littie buildinîg strange in appecrance and

mnystetiona in its isolation. Several mornings lateîy <ce
bave seen bearing from ita ports ominous lookîng instru-
menta indicating that it %'as some fort of knowiedge or
battery of science. To be s0 near and yet s0 far from a
wbole minle of curînsities <vas ton tantahizing even for an
editor's coolness. Seeing ta believiîîg, amîd we determined
at ail hiazards bo gaini an eiitrance bu the sacred precints.
As usual the difficîiity vanisbed wben <ve faced it.

The Professor of Astroiny -for it xvas the observatorxV
xve bave been talking about-very kindly and cordialiy


