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Spanish artistes and one horse disemboweiied. The iaw pro-
hbits the kiiiing of the bulis, but if the animais do flot re-
ceive the Ilbappy despatcb " sword thrust from the _Mata-
dlors the play is flot worth anything. Days beforehland the
placards announce that the buils xviii be siain by crack
Matadors, whose naines are given. When the spectacle is
over a statement of the violation of the law, is drawn up
then the Spaniards are ordered to leave France, which, of
course, it was their intention to do, havirig executed their
job, and to inake their returiu voyage at the expense of the
French Government is not a drawback. Next the proprietor
of the arena is fined 1 fr., perhaps 3 fis. And this comedy
gees on week af ter week ini open defiance of the Iaxv. And
the masses'are preacbed up to obey the iaw, and the pupils
at school taught to reverence it, while it is beiug publicly
iau ghed at. That is a serious rift in the lute - it is a sign
Of civic degeuleracy. The Government could easily expel
tbe Matadors irefore they comrrîenced despatching the buils
-their names always figure on the bis. The Governent,

lieips iii the work of denmoraiization by levying a percentage
on ail the betting mnonlies at race-courses. And the. nation
is expected to deveiop moral stamina ail the saine.

Since 1887 the highest professionai authorities avow
that the population is rapidiy degenerating due to the extra-
ordinary extension in the consumption of alcobiolic prepara-
tions of which the IlSatanic Centre " is absinthe. The Min-
ister of Public Instruction, despite tihe waiits of the budget
to meGet arriy and navy bis, lias resolved that f rom October
îiexs, wbien the sebools resumne studies, Blue Ribbonismi must
inihter, but formn no special study, ail education imparted.
Wben the niastcr of the priniary school deais with moral
questions lie miust arrange to allude te the evils of drink and
.the virtues of ebriety ; show the disasters of the drink crave.
At the Normal scboois the teachers ini training will receïve
type lectures on temperance and its social virtues; when
the class of physiology is at xvork there will be coioured
anatomicai diag rams-tlicy are already prepared and foreigui
coileges will please note--iilustrating tbe injury donc to the
body tbrougbi drink. In the chemical ciass attention cati be
drawn to the aduiterations 187 bave been detected so far
-and their poisenous effects on the nervous, the brain sys-
tein. May the good work succccd, for the best <tualities of
the Frenchr arc heing destroyed by tihe drink plagîre. The
present writcr can recaîl tbe time-net so long ago eitber-
wben to drink a glass of the prepared absinthe-tue fairy
witb the greeni eyes-inside a café, etc., wouid be considered
"(shocking;-," net to (Ie so now outside as weli as inside wouid
be regar(ied as prudisli and puritan. Worse thani ail the
women do flot sbirk the pick-mne-up and give their littie ones
a spoonf ul of it to taste.

The Chinese colony in Paris, nmbering :35 persons, are
hostile to the Mandarins and to tihe Son of Heaven, and pre-
dict the Celestiai Empire wili ainîost inîîediateiy be opened
up-l)y the European powers bieipinig themseives to it.

z.

A New Conîrentatry.*

WHETHER Christianity is iosing its lîold on the tbought
and life of the present age is a question wbich people, te

a large extent, wiil answer in accordance with their own feel-
ings and prejudices. But one thing, at ieast, may be said ont
what we may cali tihe Conservative side, that neyer in ail
these eigbteen or nineteen centuries bave the documents of
Christianity been investigated with such criticai care and
thoroughness, and, it mnay be added, with such .seriousness and
even devoutness as in the present, day. 0f course tbere are
exceptions, there are scoffers, there are the impatient critics
of a superficial naturaiism, who will disport themseives in
the Hoiy of Houies as thoughi they were making a passing
survey of the Court of the Gentiles, but by the side of tiiese
-and in greater numbers and with greater weight-tbere
are the theughtfui, the learned, the reverent, wbo, on the
one band, owe a supreme homage to trutir, and wiil consent
te the handing on of ne tradition, unless it can be verified,
and yet feel that they cannot deal with the sacred records of
the Christian church as mere iiterary documents.

* IlThe International Critical Commentary on the Huly Surip-
tures of the Old and New Testaments." Edinburgh:- T. & L. Clark.
New York:- Soribners. Toronto: Reveil & Co. Vol I. Deuter.
onomy. By Dr. S. R. Driver. 1895.
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We are led te tliese reinarks speeialiv by the nppear-
ance ef tbe first volume of a commentary ou tihe whoie Bibl
wbiclî promises te mneet the needs of Eng.lisb.ispeaking, Clîris-
tians as ne previeus commentarv bas done, or even has ât-
tempteci te do--net se rnucb, perbaps, fremn want of wili as
frein want cf tbe appliances for tihe purpese.

In tirus expressing ourseives we biave ne desire te ignore
tbe work, in irany respects the great werk, dlone by nilii
past ages. The lîrilliant Chrysostoia, the iearuied Jeroine,
the inighty Augustine,, the criticai Tbeoplîylact, aire o
likely te be forgotten or negiected by any coiflmenltatorý 0
studerîts ef our exvn tinie. Tie Reformatiori lias Prt'Oloce
expesiters wvlose work wili aiways be lîeid in reinntibraliue
-muen like Calvini, Grotius, and Beirgel. But eacii age Iras9
its own work te de, and noune of tîrese bas doue the work
wbicli is required by tis age.

Tîruse cf us wîro caui look back for forty or fifty Y<'aI'
will easily realize bow nmiserably E.igiiii rot lowVreO Pl.,
vided xvitii b)eips for tbe study of tie sacred scriptures. We
liad Matthew llenry's Connnneiitary, a useful book for
preaciiers, but of ne value wbatever te tire criticl studelitS
of tire scriptures. Thre Commîntaries cf Thomnas Scot~i
Adarîr Clarke hardiy ixnproved tbeir position. D'oyly anrd
Mant, the Anglican Commentary, wvas a mlost miserall P1.O
duction. And tlien cainle Albert Barnes, a usefull, illIdU,;
trieus kinîd of person, but very iittle besides.

The Gerinans led the way ini tbis as il, iiauiY othen
fields ; and among the first of Engilish coinlmen tat>Is wli)
ruade a serious attempt te furrîish, us wvith thre rescnits Of
tîreir xvork was S. T. Biooînfield (net Bishop Bloiidl,d
witii wliom lie lias sonietimes l)eeu coufounuled), whio Ma< ly
diii sonne good xvork ini tlîis direction.

Periîaps wve inay say tirat it was H{enry Alford, after-
wards Dean of Canterbury, wiîe first gave te Englisi stU-
dents wlîo kuexv G-reek a coînîentary which, t eta large e.
tent, (lid represent the criticai work wiiicli liad been doi1W dou
tire New Testamnîrrt. Alford wit.s, pei-îiaps, overiauded it
first and lias been unduiy depreciated iii later uiys c
beiieve his comnîeîîetary te be stili cf reai value xvlnutex er
rrîay be its fauits.

Aiford xvas foliowed by comrnictators wviro ini 01e NVi1y,
were less aiobitious thait iiiseif, iriasnuuch as they t0ok UPl
particular books, irrstead of eîrdeaveuring, te prouluce a Colin-
mnentary cri tIhe whoie Bible, or even tire xvle of tire se"
Testament. Aîniong tirese tire foremiost wvere Eliicott, Ligiît
foot and \Vestcott, wvio have given us cenhifleuntarics tlit
cati neyer Ire iguored by subseqlueiit workers il, tiresai
field.

13y tis time men were b)egiiirrg( te see tirat nio o'iC
mail slîould atternpt a cenrîpiete nvork cof this kind , anrd s<>
it camne te pass tirat companies were' foried, under al Ueea
e(iiter, by whviro tire work of a connplete coînita'y iligîîf
be carried eut.

Among these was Dr. Pusey who projected a cernnien-
tary on the wirole Bible;- but, wlietber tirrougl Iris ""Il bad
management or the failure cf his coad 'jutors, hie gave uis rY
a cernmeutary on the miner prephets. Then canme the Speak-
er's Cemmentary, under the editorship of Cano', Cooke, "
work whlri realiy embraces a large amount of good wvork,
atlong witiî a great deai wliicb wab ne means ul te tire
iearnîng of the day. Dr. Sciraif edited a very good commfe"'
tary oui the New Testament, wbicb, ini parts, is of ""e~t
value ; and Bisbop Eilicott undertook the editiug of a on
mentary on the whoie Bible, wbich resuited in givin- l

sonne comurentaries of reai value, and a good marly (esp9cî-
aily of those in tue Oid Testament) of ne value at ail.

But stili xve lhad no ceînmentary wbicb couid be pae
alongside the German works of De Wette or Meyer on tire
New Testament, or~ tbe Ilcondensed criticai comiriintaîY 01
the Old Tesdtament." We bave speciai coînmentaries cf the
first rank ;but 've have ne generai commentarv te sybie'" i
student inay be directed, as giving him the resuits Of the
crîtîcai study of the whoie Bible.

At last this work is te be donc b)y a body cf ÈnoD«ish
and American specialists who bave made tbeir own the Var-
ious subjects and authors of whom they have undertaken te
treat. IlThe time bas corne," say the proiecosf hÀ4
scbeme, "lwhen it is practicable te combine British ai'
American scbolars in th production of a ctersl 0f this'
hensive, commentary that wiil be abreast of modem, biblicel
scboiarship, and in a measure lead its van."

This is a higb endeavour; but we believe that it wl


