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a11108 any other country, and observe the
luRlity and influence of its state-tauglit
religion. oteZeig q D h

That, lirtiu en qa h

average Mecbanic or" labourer wjli do as

lIuch work in an ciglit-hour as in a ten-

hour day bas sometime5s been asscrted, but

the assertion lias generally been muade by

8"inethusiastic social reformer, and bas

"U8ally been met by the hard-lieaded mat-

-tirýact employer, or othier practical man,
wIhan incredulous smiic, or a contemptu

Ou Inlterjection. It remnained for a large
and liberal-minded English manufacturing
6rnl to Put the matter to the test of actual

experent. Moet of our readers bave

ProbablY floticed the remarkablc report
which vwas muade public a few wetks since
by IVIr. William Mather, M.P., up0fl a
Year's trial of the forty-eight hour 'week,

Sth" Salford Iron WVorks. This great

establSh f Messrs. Mather & Platt

ercf B bu 1,200 men, in a great variety
otrades connectcd witli the manufacture

of articles in iron, copper, brass, tin, etc.,
for engin(cring and cther purposes. A
better OPPortunity for trying sucli an experi.
n"In on a large a'id couiprehensive scale

Rol carcely be wished for. The resuit,
ibrief, at a time of aîmost universal de-

Plc8O>was as follows: On the one article

of Weages alone, there %vas an increase inl

proportion to the anount of work done, as
tTesrdby the standard cf money value,

of feutonth, of one per cent. «This slight

Illce ea 6 Was found as the resuit of a coru-

e"'is)Oflf the labour outlay for tlie year
Wlth the average of six prcc?.ding years.

but, 5s wa nu doubt foreceen, thiS7 bas is
l:,]Y balanced by the saving effectcd in such

expeniditures as those for lighting, fuel,

"biatIniscellaneous stores, and wear
aud tear Of machinery. Thus the problein

farti o(l anai solved s0 entirely to tbe satis-
n' Of tlie flrm that they have, witbout

t'ttiOne resolved to continue the eight-

heur 8YteM permaneiitly in their establiali-
Ment. That such a report should bear

ilUlU'ed fruit was a matter of course.
The ILritish 'Jovernment is the tiret, or

arflong the first, to faîl into line. Mr.

Ofquj, bsanounced tint in the War
0tie and inI the Governmient dock yards,

'eh'ýre teni hours and sometimes more bave
USe0 the rule, in n very short time no man

Ors a do to work longrer than eighit
da, or ,ty-eighit henurs a week.

The Philo8ophy of what miglit accru at
Stheuglit a strange phenoruenon, is not
1 0 8ek, especiaily by anyone who bas

r4eved the 1 anguid,lifeless ruoveruents of a

larr Working, breakfastless in the early

fat' n hours, or when bowed down with
hugetOwards the close of a ten or eleven-
Iday's toil, comparcd witli the alert,

leexecution cf a fresh, vigurous
h rThis philosophy was weiI explie
.&doç5 . uît, n the speech refcrrcd to.

Ad" 0ig short hours, hie said:

By short hours I arn not speaking of
anythin1g excessive or extreme, nor amu 1
laying down any liard or fast ruie as appli-
cable te ail employments ; but as short
hours I take as a sample the general kind
of average what is now called the eight-
hour day, whicli represents, according to the
experience of those wlio have tried theru,
tlie maximum time during whicli the human
being, regarded as a productive machine,
can carry on bis efforts and energies for the
beat possible advantage both to liimself and
the community. We frît that to be the
case ;and finding, as we did, in these vari-
ous Goverament departments that mcn
were working sometimes for ten heours and
sometimes for more tItan ten hours-
working, that is to say, as we believe, for a
lengtli of time which was inconsistent with
the production cf the largest amount cf
work, and which was stili more in)jurieus te
their interests and te their moral and social
requirements as huinan and civîlized beings
-we have reduced the heurs cf labour, and
in the Gevernnient departinents at the
present moment, in the War Office, and in
the Government dockyards very shortly, nue
men will be employed for a longer trne tha
an average cf eighlt heurs a day, or somc-
thing like forty-eight lieurs a week, I
anticipate, and those whe are en1ere closely
conversant with the circunistances cf the
particular case than I am are perfcctly con-
fident that that result, ale wing as it dues
the workruen te enj,)y humne life, to en]uy
social life, te enjey the nmore refined pleas-
ures of literature and culture, fer se inany
heurs in ecd day and in each week, will
net be fouud inconsîstent with the interest
cf the taxpayer, because the taxpayer will
get quite as muchi and prubâbly more for bis
ruoncy than lic ever did before.

Il is te be noted, liowcver, that in one

respect the vcry success cf the experiruent

defeats one cf the arguments whicb bave

been most strongly urged un behaîf cf the

eight-heur day, viz., that its adoption

would, by lessenîng the production cf a

given number of empicycs without les-

sening their wageq, increasq the available

enip leyment in the saine ratio, and thus

create empîcymient for a large aïditienal

number of men.

THE TARIFF BEBATE.

\Vas the prolonged tarifr delnte, which

ended on Tbursday cf last week, of any

service to the country i 0f course thc result,

se far as the voting in the IIo'se is con-

cerncd, was a foregone conclusion. Prob-

ably net a sinale vote was clîanged by the

discussion. But it would 'be a rash conclu-

sion that, therefore, the discussion was a

wasto of time. Far from it. The subject,

net only in view of the efficts cf the tariff,

for good or evil, upon the business and in-

dustries of the country during the next few

ycars, but also in view cf the far-reaching

importance of thie csu nomic principles in-

volved, in tlieir bearing upon furtber leg's.

lation and policy, is one cf the very first

importance. If on any subJect that cin be

mentioncd it is worti whie for our legisia-

tors and the people to have the pros and
cons distinctly btatcd and argued, it is sO

with regard te our fiEcail policy. It can

hardly be doubted that in the process of

studying and thinking upon the question,

in the search for arguments, many of the

members of the Huse gained clearcr views

and fuller information than ever before.

Beyond the precincts of the Chamber, too,

throughout the length and breadth of the

land, the people were sitting as a great

jury and listening, it is safe to say, as tbey

liave seldom listened to a Parliamentary

debate. Il was evident, as saime of the

sptakers did nlot hesitate to avow, that

nmucli of the oratory was intended more for

the ears of the electors in the constituencies

than for those of fellow-Parliamentarians.

There is rea3on to fear, it is truc, that the

discussion lacked the essential clement of

an ideal debate-minds open to conviction

and intent only on the truth. The party

systemi is, unhappily, fatal to such a ttate of

mind, in the case of the great inajority. But

the saine defect is to be founid in the argu-

ments in our courts of law,in our ecclesiasti-

cal controversie:4, and in evcry other field of

discussion. One sornetimes queries whether

the 1ong-souglit differcntiating quality of

the genus hoine may not be found in the

domninance of the party spirit. Ih is a natu-

rai, we areafnot sure wlîýtber a safe, inferenc.-

that the truth usuallv lies between the

extremnes, and inay be approximat-.dy reach-

ed by striking a, i alance.

]n atmptiflg to analyze the content4

of the discussion, it will br. found nmeat

convenient to arrange the views exprcssed

under tbreo generai beads. There were

the out-ind eut Protctionists, the out-and-

eut Freetraders, and a large class cf mioder-

ates lying between the two extremes, though

not often occupying the mniddle ground, but

so far vergilgý towards one extreme or the

other as to mnake it clear on wbich side

they would bc found in the division.

Judged by the tiret baîf of bis speech

the Minister of Finance miglit be placed at

the head of the list of pure protectioniats,

l)ut lis practice, as exbibited in the amcnded

tariff, deviates so widely from bis theory

iliat lie cannot consistcntiy take liLs place

there. Mr, Moecan and not mnore than one

or two others hiad the courage to put therui-

selves on record as consistent protectionists.

At least they alone showed the courage of

their convictions. Certainly their position

is logical. If there is no wrong in Oovern-

mental interference witbi thc liberty of the

citiz(en to buy and scU in the markets which

best suit bim ; if it is the right and duty

of the Goverumient to regulate the niatter by

legislation ;if the beat interests of ail con-

cerncd andi the prosperity and progress of

the country would bc pronioted by a law

compeliing the fariner, for instance, to pay

$100 for a reaper made in the country,

when hie could procure one just as gond

fromn another country for - 90, why nlot, by

ail means, have the thing donc thoroughly

If the ten-dollar discrimination is necded to

effect tbe complete res3uit and ensure the

exclusive use of the home-niade article, wby
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