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al
%085 any other country, and observe the

Quality and influence of its state-taught
teligion,

ave;-l;hat’ other .things being equal, the
muchge mec_hamc or labourer will do as
Work in an eight-hour as in a ten-

our day has sometimes been asserted, but
sofnzssﬁtiox% h&?s generally been made by
usualfn%lusmshlc social reformer, and has
ter.of_f een met by the hard-headed wat-
with aac_t employer, or other practical man,
ous in: {ncrffdulous smile, or a contemptu:
aud liberJeCtl?n. It remained for a la.f'ge
' ¢ eral-minded English manufacturing
experio Put the matter to the test of actual
pmbal?llent. ‘Moat of our readers have
which ¥ noticed the remarkable re;‘)ort
by Mwas m_at%e public a few wecks since
Year's : William Mather, M.P., upon a
Bt thy ;ml of the forty-eight hou.r week,
tablig) alford Tron Works. This great
emplo ment of Messre, Mather & P'latb
0 trags about 1,200 n.len,in a great variety
of ar; eis C?nnfected with the manufacture
or e:: 8 1n iron, copper, brass, tin, ete.
etter ogm‘e”ng and cther purposes. A
Meng opportumty for trying such an experi.
coulq scn 8 large omd comprehensive scale
in brief”cely .be wished for. '.l’he result,
p“fssim: at a time of almost universal .de-
of wy e, was as follows : On the one artlc'\e
"Opo%t's alone, there was an increase in
eagy ‘3“ to the amount of work done, a8
011r~et by the standard of money va.lue,
inc*’easeenths of one per cent. "This slight
Arigon O:Vas found as the result of a com-
With g the labour o.utlay for the year
ut, ase average of six preeading years.
ful]y balwas no doubt foreceen, this ' loss is
expendi:‘nced by the saving efi"ecte.d in such
Ficantures. a8 those for lighting, fuel,
8, miscellaneous stores, and wear

&nd t )

iy so]ear of machinery. Thus the problem

Aot ved, and solved so entirely to the satis-
Ctlon o

fthe firm that they have, without
our E:, resolved to continuej the ?ight-
theng, y Ti]m permanently in their establish-
im‘nediat at 81.1ch a report should bear
R te frint was a matter of coarse.
ong rtlltlmh ‘u-overnment .is the' first, or
squith he first, to fall mtf? line. Mr.
ice and”:ﬂ announced that in the War
ereo g Lﬂ the Governn'lent, dock yards,
beey then ]°ul“s and sometlmes- more have
Will g r:“ f‘» in a very short time no r‘nan
ourg dqmred to work longer than eight
ay, or forty-cight hours a week.
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Philosophy of what might scem at
Ought a strange phenomenon, is not
vzzek, especially by anyone who has
ourer thelﬂ.nguid,lifeless moYements of a

Ornin'g }‘:’Orkmg breakfastless in the early

igue ¢ ours, or when bowed down with
hoy, da ?War.ds the close of a ten or eleven-

e"getiy 8 toil, compared with the alert,
Yeoryiy ¢ execution of a fresh, vigorous
18 philosophy was well explained

) Ugap

by
Ad\’o:a “Equith, in the speech referred to.
ng short hours, he said :

THE WEEK.

By short hours I am not speaking of
anything excessive or extreme, nor am I
laying down any hard or fast rule as appli-
cable to all employments; but as short
hours I take as a sample the general kind
of average what is now called the eight-
hour day, which represents, according to the
experience of those who have tried them,
the maximum time during which the human
being, regarded as a productive machine,
can carry on his efforts and energies for the
best possible advantage both to himself and
the community. We felt that to be the
case ; and finding, as we did, in these vari-
ous Government departments that men
were working sometimes for ten hours and
gometimes for more than ten hours—
working, that is to say, as we believe, for a
length of time which was inconsistent with
the production of the largest amount of
work, and which was still more injurious to
their interests and to their moral and social
requirements as human and civilized beings
—we have reduced the hours of labour, and
in the Government departments at the
present moment, in the War Office, and in
the Government dockyards very shortly, no
men will be employed for a longer time than
an average of eight bours a day, or some-
thing like forty-eight hours a week, I
anticipate, and those who are *more closely
conversant with the circumstances of the
particular case than I am are perfectly con-
fident that that result, allowing as it does
the workmen to enjoy home life, to enjoy
social life, to enjoy the more refined pleas-
ures of literature and culture, for so many
hours in each day and in each week, will
not be found inconsistent with tho interest
of the taxpayer, because the taxpayer will
get quite as much and probably more for his
money than he ever did before.

It is to be noted, however, that in one

“respect the very success of the experiment

defeats one of the arguments which have
been most strongly urged on behalf of the
eight-hour day, viz, that its adoption
would, by lessening the production of a
given number of employecs without les-
gening their wages, increass the available
employment in the same ratio, and thus
create employment for a large additional
number of men.

THE TARIFF DEBATE.

Was the prolonged tariff debate, which
ended on Thursday of last week, of any
service to the country ¥ Of course the result,
so far as the voting in the House is con-
Prob-
ably not a single vote was changed by the

cerned, was a foregone conclusion.
discussion. DBut it would bhe a rash conclu-
gion that, therefore, the discussion was a
waste of time. Far from it. The subject,
not only in view of the effects of the tariff,
for good or evil, upon the business and in-
dustries of the country during the next few
years, but also in view of the far-reaching
importance of the ecimomic principles in-
volved, in their bearing upon further leg's.
lation and policy, i one of the very first
importance. If on any subject thatcan be
mentioned it is worth while for our legisla-
tors and the people to have the pros and
cons distinctly stated and argued, it is so
with regard to our fiscal policy. It can
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hardly be doubted that in the process of
studying and thinking upon the question,
in the search for arguments, many of the
members of the House gained clearcr views
and fuller information than ever before.
Beyond the precincts of the Chamber, too,
throughout the length and breadth of the
land, the people were sitting as a great
jury and listening, it is safe to say, as they
have seldom listened to a Parliamentary
debate. It was evident, as some of the
speakers did not hesitate to avow, that
much of the oratory was intended more for
the ears of the electors in tlie constituencies
than for those of fellow-Parliamentarians.
There is reason to fear, it is true, that the
discussion lacked the essential clement of
an ideal debate—minds open to conviction
and intent only on the truth. The party
system ig, unhappily, fatal to such a state of
mind, in the case of the great majority. But
the same defect is to be found in the argu-
ments in our courts of law,in our ecclesiasti-
cal controversics, and in every other field of
discussion. One sometimes queries whether
the long-sought differentiating quality of
the genus homo may not be found in the
dominance of the party spirit. It is a natu-
ral, we are not sure whether a safe, inferencs
that the truth usually lies between the
extremes, and may be approximately reach-
ed by striking a lalance,

In attempting to analyze the contents
of the discussion, it will Dbs found most
convenicnt to arrange the views expressed
under three general heads. There were
the out-and out Protcctionists, the out-and-
out Freetraders, and a large class of moder-
ates lying between the two extremes, though
not often occupying the middle ground, but
so far verging towards one extreme or the
other as to make it clear on which side
they would be found in the division.

Judged by the first half of his speech
the Minister of Finance might be placed at
the head of the list of pure protectionists,
but his practice, as exhibited in the amended
tariff, deviates so widely from his theory
that he cannot consistently take his place
there, Mr, McLean and not more than one
or two others had the courage to put them-
selves on record as consistent protectionists,
At least they alone showed the courage of
their convictions, Certainly their position
is logical. If thereis no wrong in Govern-
mental interference with the liberty of the
citizen to buy and sell in the markets which
best suit him ; if it is the right and duty
of the Government to regulate the matter by
legislation ; if the best interests of all con-
cerned and the prosperity and progress of
the country would be promoted by a law
compelling the farmer, for instance, to pay
£100 for a reaper made in the country,
when he could procure one just as good
from another country for $90, why not, by
all means, have the thing done thoroughly ?
1f the ten-dollar discrimination is needed to
effect the complete result and ensure the
exclusive use of the home-made article, why



