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responsible a position. But that the moral

obligation of a pledge can be cancelled by
such a pracess of reasoning is, ta say the

least, a dangerous ethical doctrine. Prem-

ier Fielding's plan is naw said ta be ta

obtain an overwhelming popular vote, as he
prabably can, in favaur of abolition, and

then aýk for constitutional power ta carry

out the wishes of the people. If the firat
step is succesaful, it is not likely that tbe
second will be necessary.

Sir Oliver Mowvat's reply ta the ques-

* tiens put ta him by the delegation froni the

Prohibition Convention was perhaps as

direct and unambiguous as could reasc'nably
have been expectçed. It is net easy ta see

how anyone in bis position could bave given

a mare definite answer, unless hie was pre

r pared ta declare either tbat hie would not,

* under any circumstances, introduce or sup-

port a prohibitory law, or tbat hie would at

once introduce and paso such a law and

takis ail risks in regard ta its constitution-

ality. To bave dons tbe former W'ould

h ave been not only suicidaI from a political

* point of view, but would bave argued in-

sincerity on the part of the Government in

* causing the plebiscite ta be taken, for it

can hardly be questioned that the taking of

the plebiscite was an implied plcdge ta act,

s0 far as the Government and Legislature

might have the pawer ta do sol, in accord-

ance with the decision of the people thus

expressed. ro have done the latter-

pledging himself and his colleagues ta im-

mediate prohibitory legisiation, regardless

of the question of jurisdiction, would have

* been an act o! folly, unwortby o! a sane

administration, unleas its members were

confident that they were witbin their con-

stitutional rights in sa doing. It would,
moreover, bave been ta commit theniselves,
with their eyesi open, ta a course wbich

would almost inevitably bave delayed

effective action for yearp, wbile the cansti-

tutianal question was being decided, h av-

ing tie Province meanwhile exposed ta al

the evils of frce trade in liquors. d;n the

r whole, then, we can but wonder tbat the

Opposition should charge Sir Oliver with

want o! atraightforwardness in bis written

pledge, instead o! attacking bum on tbe

really vulnerable aide, tbat of the virtual

oertainty which hie probably feels thr t
r effective prohibitory logislation does not lie

*ihi th reso h rvnilAsm

bly. Having this conviction, bie could with
almoat absolute safety give the pledge re-

quired, feeling surs that under its con-
ditions hie would neyer be called upon ta

r undertake the very radical legialation in
question. We do not, of course, mean ta

insinuate that hie is ta blame for the want

rt of a power wbich the constitution probably
rdoes flot give bum, or that se0 long as there

is uncertainty in regard ta the matter, hie

would have been justified in expresaing an

opinion unfavorable ta the Provincial pre.

THEF W E EK.

The meeting of the Ontario Good Roads
Association, which took place in tbia tity a

few days since, reminda us af a most im-

portant reforni which is making headway

in some o! the States of the Ameri.ian

-Union. We are glad ta are it s0 bopefully

introducied into Canada. Though quiet

and unastentatiaus in its methods, tbe rnovc-

ment is scarcely less clasely related, nctt

only ta tbe well-being of the rural popula-

tic ns, but ta the progress of national trade

and commerclba many whichattractmuch

mare attention. The sea ia fed by rivers,

the rivera by creka, the creeka by rilîs and

rivulets. Let tbe rivulets cease ta flow and

the rivera would soon disappear and even

the grat ocean decrease in volume. No

one can fail ta realize the value of great

trunk and branch railroads, oi an ateam-

isbip lines, trana. continental and aub-marine

telegraphas, in bringing the mark .ta of the

warld nearer ta aur doors. But few stop

ta rnmember tl at aIl thet e great arteries of

commerce would be uselesa were they not

constantly fed fromn tens af thousands o!

local centres o! aupply, eacb of wbich in its

turn is dependent upon the tributaries, in

the abape of country roads, wbich radiate

froni it in all directions. Vibatever lessens

the toil and expense o! conveying farm

praducta ta the neareat railway stations,

tends directly not only ta swell the tide of

a country's commerce, internaI and exter-

nal, but ta increase the incarne and improve

the poFition of tbe farmcrs thuniselves.

Were it passible by some magic procesa ta

transformi instantaneaualy every highway

and by-way in the Dominion inta a hard,

anrootb, firat-clasa road for travel and traffic,
wbat a wonderful impulsé would be gîven,
not only ta agriculture but ta every kind

o! trade and induatry. The country would

advance in wealth and proaperity by leaps

and bounds. Life in tbe rural districts

would be divested of mucli of its discom-

fort and hardship. Ease and freedom of

social and business int rcourse would add

immensely ta its attrautîvenesa for young

and aId. The value of bis produets would

be increased ta the fanmer by sa much as

the expense of getting them ta market was

diminished. Farmas and other properties,
now comparatively worthless, wauld became

valuable, for, as everyone knows, a given

distance from a railway station or seapart,
or a certain difficulty ini reaching these for

want of passable ro'cade, renders valueles

what would under other conditions be good

properties. AIl, then, muet beartily unite

in wisbing prasperity ta ah ' Good Rcads

Associationp."

The address of M. Casimir-Perier in the

French Chamber af Deputies, a few days

since, a fiords a curioua instance of the way

in wbicb an idea o! national honor, genuine

or apuriaus, often leads nations far beyond

the bounds which they had set for theni-

selves in enterprises among uncivilized

countries. Referring ta the disaktcua a!-
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fair near Timbuctoo, in wbich a Frenlch

flying column was massacred-of course ar

surprise by savages is a massacre, while a

successful ambuscade by civilized trOOpB 15

a victory-by a band of natives, hie explainý

ed in effeet that the movement which had

led ta this tragic resuit was unauthorized>

that the Government had, in fact, givenk in"

structions same time ago tîrat n0 military

expcdition shou]d be undertaken in AfricS

save with their knowledge and consent

He even said that when the Governnment

had learned of the occupation of TinibuctoOO

it had at once telegraphed ta the Governor

of the Frenchi Soudan that the too enter-

prising general wbo had taken that BteP

should be ordered back ta France as 80

as circumstances would permit. NO',

hoWever, lie went on ta say, there could be

no question of evicuating Timbuctao. On

the contrary, orders had been sent to

strengthen the forces in that place. Ai

this clearly means that the fact that 0'

small body of French traops had met 'with

disastor while engaged in an unauthcriO(J

raid bad changed the wbole policy of the

Government. llad the native tribes beell

pusillanimauis or politic enough ta haveai

lowed tbemselves ta be beaten with ioePU"l

ity, they would have had their towi'a

territory restored ta theni, but the fact that

they were spirited and cunning enough ta'

inflict a seriaus loas upon their invaders

campels those invaders ta persiat in the 'c'

cupation of their country. We do not 801

that Great Britain or any ather ciountry

would not have drawn the saine conlusion

from the sanie premises, s0 peculiar

sensitive a thing is national prestige.

The fact that the i'rench troap8 on the

f rantier of Sierra Leone recently made a B

cond attack on abody of British troops a, ei

in connection with the capture of Tiffiblue

too, suggests that the Ftench commandero

in Africa must either be taa raihl e tet

prising to be trusted au far froin horne,

that they mubt have in some way obtaine

strangely erroneous impressions in r9'ý

ta the kind of enterprise wbich will 00'

mend them ta the Government and theif

fellow ciuntrymen. In either cag t îd

surely tume that their impetuasity shl

be restrained, and their Governneflt

probably be well adi ta mak 0 01 ex
ample of some of theni, as it propoaedt~

in the case of Col. Bonnier, bad not

er fate overtaken hini and changed the

rents of French feeling and purpose.

it not be that this seeming lack of delibe

ateness, or self -reEtraint, or whasteveerï
may be, on the part of French officeto

'l'us.
responsible positions abroad, ils or to

trates one of the causes why thatli'tl
succeeds s0 poorly in its colonialel

prises, as compared with the Englisb

even with the Germans 'i

As we write, two eveRts of greiet f~

cal importance are on the. eve


