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we have intiiuated before, while we regard the seif-consti-
tuted combine as inadmissible and dangerous, we are quite
inclined to regard state-regulated combines as among the
uiost probable solutions of the question. A Minister of
Commerce or a permanent commercial commission miglit
perhaps contrive to give the people the benefits of comn-
lination without its exactions an'1 dangers.

T IE amount of D)ominion money that is now being spent
or pledged for local works in the Maritime Provinces

is 9tartlîng. The policy of granting liberal bonuses in aid

of provincial railways, if Justifiable at ahl, can be justified
only on two grounds. First, that the projects thus aided

are of such a kind as to be of advantage to the whole
country as well as to the localities particularly interested;

Iuid second, that the appropriation made will have the

etléct of stimulating, not superseding, local enterprise.

But when such railroads are constructed wholly by the
Diominion Government the evidence that they are of

national benefit should surely be of the clearest character.

llow do these obvious principles apply to the three great
Gloverniment v'erks now provided for in the Maritime

Provinces, viz., the Nova Sctia, Short Line, and the New

Brunswick Short Line Link, whose estimated cost is
$2,000,000 and $3,000,000 to $4,000,000 respectively, and
the Chignecto Ship Railwa)% to cost we forget how many
millions I The first-named road will, it appears, effect a

reductionof about ten miles indistanqp andwillcompetewith
the Intercolonial, another Government work. The Short
Link froin Harvey te Moncton will compete, we believe,
witli both the Intercolonial and the Canadian Pacifie, and
will save about seventeen miles in distance. Few of those
who should be best informed seem to have any faith in
the commercial value of the Chignecto Ship Railway. It

is noteworthy that the Government mode little attempt to
defend either of the two roads first named, certainly neot
the latter, on its monits, from a Dominion point of view.
Th1eir construction as Government works, it is almost

openly avowed, is undertaken simply in fulfilment of ante-
election pledges. Were these works of such a character as

to henefit largely the Maritime Provinces as a whole there
would be much te, be said in their support. They might
serve as an offset to the large sums spent on the Canadian
Pacifie and the St. [,avrence canaIs, in which the seaside

Provinces liave littie or ne interest. But in these cases

the roa(ls are se completely local in character that there is

net even unanimity on the part of the Maritime represen.
tatives in regard te their utility. Surely it is time that
al good citizens, without regard to geegraphical section or
political party, shoul(l unite ini saying that such misappro-
priation of the public funds must cease.

AMERICAN newpapers, almost without exception so

Afar as wve have obsenved, take for granted that the

President's proclanmation fonbidding the catching of seals

in the territorial waters of.the U nited States in Behring
Sea, is really meant to apply te the whole sea. This view

is directly opposed te the interpretation given te the pro-
clamation by Sir John A. Macdonald in Parliament. 1 t
is also opposed to the natural mieaning of the language
used in the proclamnation, though, as we have before
pointed out, that langitage iii obviously, possibly purposely,

ambiguous. Such expressions as the "lterritorial waters of

the United S.tatem in Behring Sea"-we have net the

proclamation now befere us and are net mure of the exact

phaseology-if occurring in a Gneek or Latin Classic,

night give ise te endless disputes among grammatical

comimentators as to its true meaning. Should the U.S.

(Government get into difficlty in attempting to enforce the

Pnoclambtion as its own people soeem to understaad it,

this ambiguity would afford an excellent loophole for with.

drawal from an untenable position. Thene can be little

doubt that opportunity will be afforded duriag the coming

season for the Administration te show pnactically in which

of the two senses it means to enforce the proclamation, as

Canadian sealers wilI, no doubt, ho found in the neutral

waters of Behring Sea. The position taken, as American

journalists understand the inatter, is an untenable, se

grossly at variance flot only with previous contentions of

the United States against Russia and with its ewn doctrine

of headianda as maintained in the fisheries dispute with
Canada, but with the vitual admission of the Cleveland

Cabinet in its correspondence with the Maritime Powers,

that it seoins incrodible that an attcmpt should now be
made to revive this old, explcded, Russian contention.

lJnless the ancient spirit of Great Britain has wholly

<eparted l she will nover accept sncb a contention, thoughf

she wîll, no dotubt, readily couic into any noasonable agnee.
ment for the protection of the seal fisheries.

TlHERE au bc no doubt th:t the heroic struggle against

ago by Mr. Plimsoll, and carriod on with sucli detormina-
tion by hum and othors like-mindod, lias effectod a great
saving in life and pnoperty at sea. In a speech at the
sixty-fifth anniversary of the Royal National Lifeboat
Institution, a few weeks since, Mr. Chamberlain quoted

returns showing that the number of lives lost in British
and Colonial trading and fishing vessols bad fallen from
3,512 in the year 1881-82, and'from an average of about
2,700 for the ]ast elovon years, to 2,071 in 1886-87, the
last year for which retnrns were available. More signifi-
cant still were the figures in regard to lives lost in mîssing
vssels-vossels, that is, that founder at sea, and se wore
presumably flot sea-worthy. In 1881 ne less than 1,414
lives were lest in thîs way, while la 1886 the numbor had
fallen te 356. No one would wish te detract one iota
frein the great credit due te Mr. Plimsoll in this matter,
or te forget the outburst of noble rage by which, in defiance
of Speaker and rules cf order, bie comnpelled an indifferent
Governimcnt and Parliament te listen te his iîidictmnent of
the powerful shipowners, and te take up the cause of the
poor sailors. In an article in the Xineteenth Century, Mr.
Thomas Scrutton, who is Presidont of the Chamber of
Shipping of the UJnited Kingdom, miaintains that the pre-
sent annual loss of property at sea is net more, on a fair
average estimate, than tive and a"quarter millions, instead
of twelve maillions, as Mr. Plinmsoll statod a few weeks ago.
Mr. Srutton says that, as a matter of fact, shipowners are
advancing by Illeaps and bounds " te a pasition of greator
safety in regard to both life and property at sea. This is,
hie dlaims, largely due te steamships taking the place of
sailing vessels. Evidence of the' fact ig atlorded in the
statement that since 1874 the nnderwriters have actually
reduced the rates cf insurance froin 50 per cent, te 25 per
cent, on the chief rates and for ordinary cargees. The
meovemonts cf every vessel in the mercantile marine-which
has a capital cf a hundred millions invested in it-are
carofully recorded, and are known te the nnderwriters.

S ENTIMENT can hardly be expected te count foi' much
ini international negotiations in these days, especially

in the case of two nations se intonsely practical as the
Americans and the Germians. Were it otherwise it Irould
bo natural te suppose that after the disasters te the
respective fîeets at Apia, thie [nternational Conimissioners
te meet shortly at Berlin woul(l comne together in a softened
mood wbich would inake the process of ajUstment easy.
The loss cf life already incurred ougbt te suffice for the
settlement cf se trivial a dispute. The brave and noble
conduet cf the natives ini aiding the nescue cf both Amen-
ican and (iormnan sailord ouglit to have its eflect in secur-
ing fu recognition and yenrous considoration cf Samioan
riglits. nPie question whether a inutual nnderstanding
shaîl be roached easily or with difficulty will depend mainly,
ne doubt, upon the readiness or the opposite cf the Gernmans
te relinquish al daim te a preponderant influence in
Sanmoa. The instructions te the Ainerican Commissionens
aie, it is said, explicit te the effect that full Samioan
autononîy shah be strictly maintaiiied. The latest reports
from bath tierman and Anierican sources indicate that
the most serions difficulty inay arise in coanection with
the question cf the part taken by American citizensi in
the disorders which led te the killing of German marines
by Metaâfa's followers.

JOl{D LONSDALE having survived his perilous expe.
L~ ditica towards the North Pole, it is now anaounced
that two other noblemen, Hon. E. W. E,.erest and Ceunt

de Saintville, are about setting eut on the saine route,
sanguine, of course, of snccess where their many brave

predecessors have hitherto met cnly with disastrous failure.
If mon cf means and leisure can find ne more useful entlet

for their overpîns of courage and enengy, and choose te go
on snch adveniurous journeys at their own charges, ne
o, we suppose, has any right te forbid themn. But the

public have long since lest ail faith in the possibility cf
any good result frcm snch expeditions. The attonipt' te
reach the suppesitional Polar Sea must now be regarded
by most thoughtful students cf circumastances and prob-
abilities as a thoroughly useless, and hence worse than
useless, waste cf resources and risk on sacrifice cf ]ives
which shonld have been useful te the world. An expedi-
tion into an unexplored but habitable region like Central

Afnica has pessibilities cf nsefulness whicb miay be its
more than sufficient warrant on beth scîentific and hunian-
itarian grounds. But, even assnming the possible existence
cf a navigable Polar Sea, or a habitable Polar land, it is
difficuit te ccnceive cf any benefit that ceuld result te the
world frema the discorery. These regiens are-and must
remain for an woen, at least, practically inaccessible. The
werld will become ternibly over-populated before a body
cf emigrants can be feund willing te dare the horrors of
the route, even though they conld be persnaded that
veitable Islands of the Blest lay at the other end.

R UMLRS cf an ominous anti-foreign movement in
RChina have been in circulation for soine turne past,

and have been but toa well supported by news cf serions
attacks upon the prcperty of British and Amienican
residents la that country. Recent despatches received by
Secretary Blaine frein the Ulnitedl States Ministor te
China, intimate, it is said, that foreigners thene are now
living in perpetuial danger, and that the miner outrages
that have been of frequent occurrence may shortly be
succeeded and eclipsod by much more formidable neots.
These advices will cause less surprise than alari.
Nothing eau be more natural than that as the masses cf
the people on the Chinehe coasts come te understand the
kind cf treatmient te which their fell w- country men have
been subjected in Amenica at the haads cf legislatons ns
well as mobs, they will bc disposed te retaliate in kind.
If once the destructive passions cf the Mengolian are lot
leose, ho cannet ho expected te make any nico discrimi.
nation hetween English and Amenîcans. One can hardly
quarrel with the logic cf the Celestials, should they ho
ceastrained te say that since their people are net permittod
te enter the Il Melican" land, the Il Melican " mu8t make
bis exit fromi the Flowery Kingdom. The enly wender is
that the Heathen Chinese sheuld hitherto have sbewn
se little cf the vengeful spirit in bis troatinent cf the
represontatives Of the Chistian races who refuse te,
tolerate the presence of Chinamen in their country. To
the credit cf the Chinese Goveramient and officiais it is
recorded that tboy bave hitherto shewn theiselves ready,
net only te pretect white residents fnem outrage, but te
indenînify theni libenally for losses and injuries sntl'ered
throngh niotons attacks. It is probable that thein awe of
British warships-they cannot certainly bave much droad
cf those cf the Atnericans-may have centnibuted largeiy
te this result. But it is tee much to oxpoct that, even
with this potent influence la the background, the disciples
cf Confucius wil continue indefinitely te practise the
precepts cf the Sermon on the Meunt.

E VERY.carefut observer f the currets f present-day
thought must, it seeoms te us, gee at least the begin-

ning cf a reaction against the matenialistie drift cf modern
science. Soeeof the leaders of the aew scieiîtific school
are tacitly on openly acknowledging the insufficiency cf the
Positivist thecnies to satisfy even the conditions of the pnob-
loin of life as proented in the phenomena cf sease.percep-
tien, much less those demands cf the higher nature te, which
ne materialistid speculations can make anycne whoîîy deaf.
[n an interesting article the Chrislian Union bnings
toethor a fcw cf the evidences cf this intellectuel revoit

against the haro and barrennegations which have fcund se
innel faveur with an infinential class cf modern scientists.

A strong article cf the kind alluded te has recentîy
appearod lancoecf the French reviews, where one wonîd

have least expected te fiad it. The writer takes the posi-

tion that modemn science has, tbrough its mateniahistic
tendeacy, become a foe te the human intellect ; that the

tendency bas been te, shnivol up the higher activities of
man, those cf a spiritual or emotienal nature, and to,

develcp merehY the powers cf observation and scnntiny-.

faculties whicb belong to man's lower rather than te bis
higher nature. An article by Robent G. Ingersoll, in the

Apnil North Â1merican Beview, affords an appesite illustra-
tion cf this tendency. We do net, cf course, suppose that
Col. Ingersoil wotild ho accepted as an authority in science,

but for that veny roasen ho is, penhaps, the btter exeaiplan
of the popular noading cf the scieatîfic teacbings. la the
article in question, Mn. Ingensoîl reiterates, in ail the
vanicus forme which bis rhetorical versatiîity suggests, the
statement that ahlIl"kncwledge conies within the demain cf
the senses." This assumption lies at1 the basis of the
whohe argument la favour cf Positivism. It nover

seems te, have even eccurred to hlm that there are
such things as force, inevemefit, matten, thought, of
which the senses ocin take ,ne cognizance, and matenialisan
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