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From the Tablet.

Leo XIII has delivered a final and !

authoritative judgment upon the inval-
idity of Anglican orders. He has lenu
special emphasis and §Olemnity to his
decision by delivering it in the form of
an Apostolic Bull. In view of this act of
the Sovereign Pontiff we can only re-
echo the well-known words in which
stAugustine hailed a similar judgment
from the same Apostolic See some fif-
teen centuries ago: “Thence the Res-
cripts have come. The cause is end-
ed.”

In presence of this utterance of the
Holy See our first duty is to record the

expression of our filial gratitude to the
Vicar of Christ for the paternal zeal
with which he has graciously under-
taken the settlement of this great and
far-reaching issue;for the conscientious
care and thoroughness which he has
brought to bear upon its investigation;
for the charity and equity which he
has breathed into every stage of its
proceedings; and last, but not least,
for the truly Apostolic singleness of
purpocse and unfaltering clearness with
which he has given the world his su-
preme and final judgment. We are
confident that the gratitude which we
feel to the Holy Father for thus sett-

ing at rest a much vexed question, will |
be shared not only by the Catholics of |

England and of the English speaking
countries, but, in its measure, by the
whole Catholic world; and we-are con-

vinced that nowhere will it be more.

loyal and unhesitating than in the
hearts of those estimable Cathaolics
who, few in number, but actuated by
admirable motives, had labored and
hoped for a decision somewhat differ-
ent to that which the Apostolic Sed& in
the discharge of its august maggister-
jum, has felt itself bound to deliver.
No Catholic, we venture to think,
wlho has any intimate or accurale

knowledge of the religious position in :

England will doubt for a moment that

this latest act of the Holy See is des-:
tined to be productive of reul and per-

manent  good not only for the salva-

tion of many, but, in & very trife aénse,

for that very work of Reunion which
lies so near to the heart of Leo XIII
It has cleared away thé mists of mis-
chievous misconceptions which were
hiding the main issues from the minds
of inquirers, and it has dispelled the
illusions which were acting as the
ignis fatuus of many earnest and
truth-seeking souls. It has put the
attitude of the Catholic church in its
only true and possible light, and has
called at once * into the fore-
front those theological principles
and historical facts which could
never have been long ig-
nored and which sooner or later must
have irrestibly asserted themselves as
determinants of the relation between
the Church and the religious bodies by
which she is surrounded. It is for
this reason that we believe that the
Holy Father, by the Bull Apostolicae
Curae, has done for the cause of Re-
union a work much more real and more
solid than ever could have
been achieved by amiable and weli-
meant overtures which, proceeding up-
on a basis theologically and histort-
cally unsound, could only in the long
run have resulted indisapointment and
failure. We have perfect faith in the
axiom that every step towards a fuller
knowledge of the truth is, in the high-
est and truest way, a step towards
Reunion. Efforts made in any other
direction are “magni gressus sed non
-in via.” For the future, both to those
‘who are to come to us, and to these
who are to help them come, the path
is more than ever plain, straight and
unmistakable. To have made it so,ana
to have cast upon it the clear and
kindly light of the Apostolic guidanc:
is the boon for which the Church of
England stands indebted today to the
wige and far-seeing zeal of the Sove-
reign Pontiff.

While we thus appreciate the value
of the Bull Apostolicae Curea consid-
ered in its bearing upon the work of
the Church, our thoughts naturally
turn to those who are outside her pale,
and especially those whose ministry
has formegd the subject of papal judg-
ment. The British public are to» well
informed of the circumstances and

events Which have led up to the final

utterance to mistake its meaning. or

to see in it even the semblance of any ,
uuor
our fellow-countrymen who are :nem-’

gratuitous attack or aspersion

.bers of the Anglican communion. '[2
such a thought the wel] known charac-
ter and spirit of Leo X11I. would fur-
nish in itself an all-suffjcient refutat-
ion. We may leave out of consider-
ation that large section of the Augli-
can body who are still attached to the
Reformational standards, ang to whom
the ministry conferred by the imgosition
of hands is nothing mare than , qeri-
vation and delegation from the priest-
hood supposed to belong to every Cnris-
tian, and which, whatever its mode
Christian,and which whatever its -pnnd.
of transmission, ineludes no sacrificial
or absorbing powers. These assuredly

merely declared that they do not pos-
sess orders in the Catholic sense which
they themselves most vehemently dis-
cla:m, But in the front rank «f the
Anglican communion there arf'_u:m;rs
who have established an inalienanic
claim upon our sympathy, insomuch as
amid all the difficulties and disc..ur-
agements of their surroundings, they
hav~ shaken themselves free from
some of the most soul-depressing tra-
ditions of the Reformation, and have
risen to at least a partial conception
of the beauty and truth of the
Church’s teaching upon the Eucharist
and the Priesthood, and have feit the
charm of that divine noblesse which
we all love and appreciate in the title
of Catholic. Such meq, when they
have not logically sought these ideals
in their natural home in the Catholic
church, have, with pathetic courage,
labored to realize them amidst the
jarring conditions of the communion in
which they have remained. They have
accounted the Anglican body a part of
the Catholic church, co-equal and co-
integral with the Roman and Eastern
churches. They have held the Angli-
can ordinal to be a rite sufficient for
| the valid transmission of the sacra-
! ment of orders. They have believed
their ministry to be a valid episcopate
and priesthood, and their Eucharist
to be-a valid sacrifice, and their abso-
i lution to be a valid remission more or
less in the Catholic sense, in which all
these terms are accepted. We cannot
effect to deny that upon these claims
.the whole weight of the Papal sentence
falls directly. That sentence, by its
very import, strikes at the validity of
their entire system. But there are
certain considerations which we may
reasonably trust will not escape the
attention of those who would estimate
aright this action of the Soverejgn
Pontiff. In the first place, as a gene-
ral rule, the Catholic church does no:
go out of her way to gratuitously vol-

|

unteer a judgment upon the validity '

are separated from her. But tnere
are two ways in which such a judg-
ment is unavoidably forced upon her.
one of these 1s when a member of the
I etergy of a separated body iS recon-
{clled to the church, and desires to la-
bor in her ministry. In such a case it
imperatively concerns the church to
know whether the convert is truly a
priest, or only a layman. If he ig g
validly ordained priest, he cannot with.
out sacrilege be reordained. If he ig
a layman, he cannot without worge
than sacrilege, be sent to minister gt
the altar. It becomes a peremptory
duty for the church to examine ang
to judge, and no one will fail to gee
that in such a case the question is one
which is purely domestic, and the ac-
tion of the church is simply discharge of
her solemn trust to ensure the validity
of her own ministrations. The second
occurs in cases of proposed reuniop,
namely when some separated Chrig-
tian body seeks to be reconciled to the
Church . In such a case it naturany

i
I

concerns the Church to  know
whether the clergy thus drawnp
within her pale have or have
not received a valid ordination,

Even here, submission to the authop-
ity of the Church, logically precedes
the examination of such a point, rather
than follows it. But the Church ip
her love for souls is not likely tq4
gtickle at a mere point of procedure,
and she enters at once into such gap
investigation, as often as she feelg
that by so doing she may smooth the
path for those who would return to
her.

Thence we can understand how com.
pletely in harmony with the spint
and the highest impulses of the
Church, and how entirely within pig
province as her chief pastor, was the
action of Leo XIII, when he congent-
ed to authoritatively examine and ge-
cide upon the question of Anglican
Orders. It is a matter of public know-
ledge in England, and out of it, that
the initiative in pressing upon tpe
Supreme Pontiff the need and degirg-
bility of such an inquiry, as a step-
ping stone to a further rapprochement
- proceeded from the advocates of Qor-
porate unions. That a recognition of
Anglicans orders should take procegenc
of all other negotiations was the very
point upon which Anglicans themsejveg
bad most strongly insisted. Thepce
it could not with justice be sald that
Leo XIII. in any way forced the ques-
ition to a decisive issue. His part
!was to graciously accede to the re-
I quests which those who spoke in the
i name of Anglicans had made to him,
;and to do so with the truly paternai
motive that nothing might be left yp-
i done to conciliate the minds of thoge
i who were alienated from Cathollc
' unity.

It was not a matter in which Eng-
| lish Catholics could have interests
‘apart from those of the Holy Father.
i To nine hundred and ninety-nine out

of every thousand of them, the ques-
!tion was one which admitted of only

or invalidity of orders in bodies which |

one gngwer, and they were amply sat-
isfleq with the preceding decisions of

the Holy See and the immmemorial prac- i

tice which was founded upon them.
But if the Supreme Pontiff desired to
gratify the wishes of others by re-
opening the question, they certainly
could have no wish to impede in any
way the Pope’s gracious purpose, and
could only ask what Leo XIII. was
equally anxious to grant, that any
inquiry on so grave an 1ssue shoula
be thorough and searching, and that,
while everything that Anglican au-
thorities had said or written on their
side should be most fully considered,
no attempt should be permitted to
exclude the volume of evidence which
English Catholic theologians and stu-
‘dents of history were in a position to
adduce upon the other. From the
very uature of the interest at stake,
it wasg a consideration of supreme im-
portance that an inquiry, if opened at
all, should be one which would com-
mand the condence of all concerned.
It is, therefore, gratifying to remember
that the Holy Father jeft nothing un-
done to strengthen the commisssion
and to facilitate its jgpors. During
the six weeks of its gjtting, it can be
safely asserted that no material point
in the controversy on Anglican Orders
was left undiscussed. ppon both sides
much of the evidence, gocumentary and
otherwise,was the accymulated result
of researches which coyered many pre-
ceding years.The Angljcan leaders most
identied with the movement, have re-
peatedly expressed thejr entire satis-
faction with both the way in which
the Commission wag ecomposed, and
.with the way in whjchk the eminent
Catholics who represented their claims,
acquitted themselveg  of their task
And here we may be per'mitted to add
our recognition to theirs. No issue
can be thoroughly threghed out unless
there are those who wi}j conscientious-
1y and earnestly take yp the pro as
well as the contra. wehave felt that
with good reason might Anglicans con-
gratulate themselveg pot only upon
the distinguished tgjept which the
Holy Father had called to the Com-
mission to advocate thelr side of the
question, but upon the ability . with
which. their arguments were handled
and their evidence presented.  and
for ourslves, we cati have nothing but
gratitude towards thoge learneq ec-
clesiastics who 80 :@enerously took up
such an advocacy, and added so mych
to the efficiency of the Commission by
the zeal with which they discharged it.
The work of the Commission, arquous
and sifting as it was, formed byt the
preliminary. part of the inquiry. wrom
it the question with all its evjgence
passed upwards into the hands of the
Cardinals of the Supreme ‘Couyneil,
who, after a month’s deliberation, as-
sembled in final session under tne pre-
sidency of the Pope, delivered thjr res-
pective and unanimous verdict, prom
this the Council of the Cardinals, it
passed still upwards to the thirq and
highest stage—to the Vicar of cprist
himself, who pondered it alone with
God, and from him in due time has
come forth the final and decisive judg-
ment in the Bull which we publigh to-
day.

Such is the plain history of the Bull
Apostolicae Curae, and we cannot be-
lieve that those who weigh thege facts
and give to them their candiq consi-
deration, wil question for a moment
the exalted motives and conscientjous-
ness which has inspired Le¢ XIIL
throughout in this grave and momen-
tous utterance, or misconstrue it into
any act of the spirit of needlegg ag-
gression which is so far from hig Ap-
ostolic heart.

In truth, we have little reason to fear
that in earnest and reflecting minds
the act of the Sovereign Pontigf will
run any serious risk of such miscon-
ception. Leo XIILis vicar of fgim who
“gpoke as one having authority.” In
listening to him millions of the Cath-
olic world feel that Peter's vgjce is al-
ways with us, and that to-day as evr
it rings out with unfailing fajth, in all
clearness and simplicity confirming his
brethren. To those who are not yet or
his sheep-fold, his words will not have
been speken, in vain.  Heartg which
are honest and true are alwaysg quick,
it is said, to understand one gngther.
Amongst our Anglican frienqg there
‘are and must be many truth.geeking
and noble hearted men ang women
who in the very light of theijr own
sincerity, will not fail to reaq sright
the prompting motives in the heart of
the Pontiff. To them his jyggment,
delivered after such scrupuloye care
and prayelful deliberation wil; guggest
the thought of the Apostolic “pon pos-
sumus non loqui” of the divine mes-
senger’s duty of plain speech simply,
fearlessly and lovingly fulfilleq. And
there will be amongst them thoge who
even amid the difficulties ang dgraw-
backs of their position, have legrned
to love dearly the soul inspiring truths
of Christ’s continued presence in the
Eucharist, Christ’s continuedq sacrifice

in the Mass, and Christ’'s continued
ministry in the priesthood, Surely
such souls may be trusted to gee in the

action of Leo XIII. the faithfulness of
the supreme pastorate safeguarding
those very p,-mciples of Sacramental
life, and the validity of those Sacra-

. mental minjstrations which they them-
seles have cherished from afar, and

which in their reality, are to Catholics
at once the pledge and the foretaste
of the blesgedness to come. The See
faithful watchfulness over its trust in
of Peter ig the ¢hief guardian of the
Sacraments, The spectacle of its
these days of halting action and falter-
ing Speech, ig one which cannot but
convey a golemn lesson of which
Christ-loving gouls are not likely to
miss the significance.

—— el
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Hon. Mr. Rernfer,—I come late in
this debate; in fact, I had not much
intention to take part in it, except,
perhaps to refer briefly to that part of
the Speech from the Throne where
mention ig made of the school ques-
tion. "'In that psragraph His Excel-
lency is pleased to announce that:

Immedijate steps Will be taken to
effect a, gettlement of the Manitoha
school questipn, and I have every con-
fidence that, when parliament next
assembles, this important controversy
will have peen adjusted satisfactorily.

This interesting announcement was
sure to provoke the keenest concern
all over the country, and I will not
conceal that at first it went to the
minority ag a partial relief, in so Tax
as it forshadowed the possibility of an
early  restoration of their former
rights, and a return to the peace and
harmony which existed in Manitoba
previous to the unfortunate and un-
fair ‘school legislation of 18%0. In
reading that paragraph, one could not
help believing that in its preparation
the members of the present govern-
mnt had {n view the special responsi-
bility they are under in this matter.
It must be remembered that the asso-
ciates in politics of the hon. gentlemen
who noew control the affairs of the
country are those who caused the
whole mischief in Manitoba. And it
is no injustice to these hon. gentiemen
to say that upon them more than up-
on any other parties rests the import-
ant duty of redressing the wrongs
caused by their friends, and to do
what is right. From the first, the
Catholics of Manitoba have made up
their minds that they shall at al
times, and to the last, uphold their
rights, and lay their claims to an ade-
quate redress of the wrongs inflicted
upon them. But at the same tim®
they felt that though the prejudice

‘wrought upon them could in no way

be justified, they should not forget
what they owe to the peace and to the
welfare of the country at large. )

They resolved to follow a modaerate
course, adopting for their motto “firm-
ness without passion.” They were con-
siderate in their language and general
attitude. They did not urge with un-
due haste the solution of the question,
bheing aware of the difficulties it in-
volved. Yielding to the suggestions ot
thig parliament of Canada, as express-
ed in the resolution of the Hon. Mr.
Blake In the House of Commons, their
case was placed before thé tribunals.
In the meantime they remained peace-
ful, paying their taxes for the supnort
of the so-called national cshools-—g
mismoner for such schools—and main-
taining at their own expense, besidrg,,
their own schools, showing thereby
the sincerity of their views as wel] as
ther loyalty to the institutions of their
country and even to the local authori-
ties from which they have theen re-
ceiving for so many years go pad a
treatment and by which they have
been sc deliberately deceived, Tpat was
the course pursued with the 1ate gov-
ernment, and that is the course In-
tended to be pursued with the present
government.

This should not be a party question,
and its having ben used as such in the
past, as admitted hy the hon. Secre-
tary of State in his remarks on Friday
last, is not the fault of the minority,
It should be a matter of congratula-
tion to everyhody in the country to
have heard the statements of the lead-
ers of the Congervative party both in
the House of Commons and in this
hon. House to the effect that they are
now as they were before, ready to
concur in the passing of a satisfactory
measure of relief. These statements
were of such a nature as to help at
ariving at a favorable construction of
the announcement of the Speech from
the Throne at the opening of this new
parliament. Then we have no other
information than the vague assurance
contained in that speech—and I con-
fess thet it was a matter of regret for
me that the government had not seen
fit to at once take the interested par-

ties and the country, through parlia-

ment, a little more in their confidence.

Since then, however, we have heard
the hon. Secretary of State, who with

| less,

the candour which characterizes him
has deemed it necessary to divulge
the inner thdughts of the government
and I must say at once that his state-
ments were not only startling bur
were productive of great disappoint-
ments. Not only that, but these
statements are most suggestive as to
the methods used in the late electoral
campalgn and as to the sometimes
evasive and some other times obstruc-
tive attitude of the party now in
power on the school question when
they were in opposition.

‘Without going at any length inte
the history of the political events
which preceded the school agitation, T
may be permitted to recall that the
Liberal party in our province did
make the most solemn and most
specific promises to the minority as to
the very matter which is now engag-
ing our attention. Those promises
were made for party advantages, and
the agitation has been started and
continued since for party advantages.
This I say not upon my own author-
it., but on the authority of Mr.
Fisher, formerly the president of the
Liberal Association in Manitoba, an
authority which ‘cannot be impugned.
And now when we recollect the gen-
eral attitude of the Liberal party here
during the last six years, when we re-
collect the statements of the geutle-
men belonging to that party at differ-
ent places in the country, and the
representations made by their press,
and especially the statements of the
hon. leader of the government during
the late election, and when we put
alongside those statements the declar-
ations of the hon. Secretary of State,
there are many people, inside and out-
side of this hon. House, who will be
inclined to believe that in Dominion
politics, as well as in provingial mat-
ters, this important school. questicn
has been made use of by the gentle-
men opposite for party advantages,
from bheginning to end. At the Liberal
convention held at Ottawa in 1893,
their party refused to. formulate their-
bolicy on the question. In parliament
they refused to give a helping hand
for the solution of the question. They

ernment.© And while some of them
contended in their speeches that their
opposition to the Remedial Bill was
because they did not consider the bill
as complete enough, that they desired
a hetter measure, yet, instead of giv-
ing an opportunity to parliament or
introducing - some amendments, they
shut the doors to any such improve-
ment,. -and tried to defeat the bill by
voting & six months’ hoist, on the
second reading, thus formulating at
last, &ccording to the parliargentary
usage, 2 policy, of non-interference.
This ~platform, however, the hon.
leader of the government himself dis-
regarded, during the late election, if
he has been correctly reported. At a
meeting in  Quebec he said that if
“conciliation did not succeed, he would
apply the constitutional remedy authe
orized by the law, a course which ke
would adopt in all its entirety.” 1t is.
true that about the same time in On-
tario, he propounded the very opposite
doctrine. He said that, ‘‘as he himself’
would not he coerced by anybedy, so
he could not consent to force coercion
upon anybody.” This did not prevent-
bis organs in Quebec and many of his
candidates in that province to repre-
sent to the electors that ‘if called to
bower, Mp, Laurfer would introduce in
barliament, and .press to its final
stage, a Remedial Bill by which bet-
ter justice wouuld be extended to the
minority. On the strength of such re-
presentations many supporters of the
. present government were elected. And
I now 'we learn that all these rep-
presentations were only birdlime, and
now we have the declarations of one
of the ministers of the Crown, the hon.
Secretary of State, speaking from his

' no remedial legislation will he -
| duced, that this parliament is pi)ri&trzg'—
' that the constitution is a dead
'l'ett'er. and that the only domfort on
‘Whlch .the minority can rely is the
tgood-will and the tender mercies of
1Fhe Manitoba government, whose pol-
j fey up to the present time has been a
ipolicy of * deceit, of slander, and of
. oppression. Under these circumstan-~
{ces, and in the face of the statements
i made on Friday last by the hon. Sec-
gretary of State, statements made so
' soon after the elections, it will be sadd,
I am afraid, that from beginning to
end this school question has been
i hurled into the political arena, and has
i been kep.t up and boiling all the time
, by the Libera} party for party advan-
!tages, and that the people have been
altogether misled as to the true pol-
;icy of the men now in power.
ling said s0 much aboat the disquieting
i features of the statements of the hon.
i Secretary of State, and of the extraor-
i dinary , as/ Wil as contradictory, course
; 0f thel hon. gentlemen opposite |in
; this question, T must not forget, how-
i ever, that there is an assurance, a
. hope at least, gvien to parliament
.In the Speech from the Throne, that
: the guestion will be settled satisfac-
| tory. " At first sight it would seem

obstructed the policy of the late gov- -

seat in parliament, ang stating that.

1 (Continued on page 38).
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