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thing bad happened. 1 verily believe that the majarity of uis went ifito the

church having a vague, undefined feeling that somcthing would bc said there

which would in some measuire answer our question. But as the service went

on and nothing wvas said to explain the puzzle-because nothinig could bc said

-the tcnderness gradually died out af men's eyes, and their faces settled back

into hardness again ; and they left the church feeling sure, in spite of what liad

been spoken, that death had stung a wvhale comrnunity ta the quick, and the

grave had gained another victory. Stîli, we lost none of aur faithi in the

power of a good narne. Great riches wvould not have brougbit such a people

together. Saine of aur merely rich men, wvho dine themselves and svine them-

selves, and ask other fools to feed and drink along withi thern at turnes, and think

-if such people ever think of such things-that thus they have discharged their

obligations ta saciety, when they die the funeral will only be attended by

those bound by family relationship-and those wvho are bouind by the decencies

of customn, wbiclh say we must sec an aid acquaintance down ta the door

of life. Society wiIl not mourn, because it had no love for the man who lived

but for bis awn flesh ; and when hie is dead society ivili have last nathing, for

only hie is taken-his rnoney is left. "lA good narne is better than great riches,

and loving favour than silver and gold."
Let me say that I do flot intend ta preach wvhat is generally understoad as

a fuineral serman. I am flot able ta do that; and I do flot believe in the utility

of tindiscriminating praise of either the living or the dead. Perfectian is flot

to be found on this earth, search wvherc yau may. Nor do I purpase ta give

an analysis or the character and work of aur departed friend, for I arn just as

incompetent ta do that as I arn ta chronicle the particular events of his life. I

want ta speak of hlm in bis capacit>; as a public mari, and get frain his life

wbat lessons I cani wbich niay be helpful ta those svbo hear what I say.

The words of Tennyson accur ta me, and will apply ta him-with dite

allowance, of course, for the exaggerations of pactie fancy

Dust thon look back on xvhat bath becti,

As somc divincly gifted man
Wbose life in low estate began,

And on a simple village green;

Who breaks bis birth's invidious bar,
And grasps the skirts of happy chance,

And breasts the blows of circunistance,
And grapples with bis cvii star;

WVho makes by foi-ce bis meitis knovn,

And lives to clutcbi the golden keys,

'fo mould a îniighity state's dccrcs,
And shape the whispeî s of th tbronic

And moving up frum high ho higlier,

Becomes on Fortine's crowning slope

The pillar of a people's b'ope,

'lhb cenhre of a world's desire;

Yet féels as in a pensive dreani,

WIhcn all bis active poweîs are stili,

A distant dcarness in the bill,

A saered sxseetness in the stream,,.

The limit of bis narrowcr fate,
WVhile yet beside its vocal springs

lie played lih counicillors and kings

\Vith one that was bis earliest mate;

Who plouglbs wvith pain bis native Iea

And reaps the labour of biis bands,
Or in the furrow musing stands-
Dues my old friend reniember mieY

1 should flot caîl Mr. Holton a great imanl-as the world couints and

meastîres greatness ; lie ivas nat a brilliant genjus, nat a genitîs at ahi, perhaps ;

that is, hie was flot great as an oratar, nar as a diploniat, nor as a natural

leader of men-but then, a man mnust be always considered in relation ta bis

time and circumstances. A great man is onîy passible under certain conditions,

which cail out a man's farce ta give it scape. Every genius we bave known

can be accounted for; hie bias been the product of his time ; hie bas came forth

in answer ta a cali; hie wvas a respanse, and flot a new creatian. It was the

condition of the Churcb, the pratest wbich hasts of spirits bad been making

against darkness and bandage whîch made a Luther possible. Cromwell

would have farmed in Huntingdon ta the end of his days, probably, had

Charles been a better and a wiser king. A man cannat create a set of cireuin-

stances ta suit himself, and ta affard himself appartunity for becorning con-

spicuous; hie bias ta take things as they are and wark upanu thein. England

to-day is well adapted ta the develapment of great arators, and great statesmen,

and great schalars, and great scientists, but not great soldiers. Germany is ivel

adapted ta praduce great saldiers, and great men of letters, but not men great as

orators. When the civil war brake out in the United States there was a dearth

of capable leaders and cammanders-as the war went on what befare had been

possible in men becamne real and manifest. Not yet bias America produccd

any great statesmen ; nor lias it been possible, for American relations svith the

otitside world bave beeni cumparatively easy of adjustinent. There bave been

few important and delicate questions of international relations, uf the balance

of powver, and of interference ta stop a quarrel or beat down an over-anibitiaus

king. By and by, perhaps, the occasion will arise, and then, doubtless, thic

men ivill bc fouind. Sa, taking that statement as correct in the main, I do flot sec

that Canada could produce a ni great, as i the aId worlcl ie measuire great-

ness. There is nu shaine and no sin in that. Aevillage that lias nu library,

and fia well educatcd teachers, could nat produce a mani of letters. Canada

is sinaîl, as ta population, and very scattered. Our soul is flot yet rich enough

ta graw a genius; there is but little demand fur brilliant oratory - for profound

research in the world of sciences ; for the genius as painter or paet. We are a

people îvorking liard ta make a living, and a little more, if we can. We could

not praduce a great statesrnan ; the scape is tua limited , aur relations, as a

colony, arc taa canfined; aur goverîîing powver as a canfederation of Provinces

is toa much broken upl for that. Clever pliticians wve can make and do make,

and it may very svell bc that if sarie of thern bad a wvider field and greater

opportunities they would take their place in the front rank of modemn states-

men. A man here miay, by industry and farce of character, "lbreak bis birtb's

invidiaus bar, and grasp the skirts of happy chance, and breast the blaws of

circuinstance, and grapple with bis evil star, and make by farce bis merits

knosvn," but lie cannat Ilclutcb the golden keys, ta mauld a miighty states

decrees, and shape the wbisper of the tbrone." lie must stop far short of that,

and look on at a gond distance from "lthe centre af the world's desire." Shut

in ta aurselves, wve cannat praduce a great merchant, as thecy are produced ini

the old world and in the States ; nom writers of books :nar arators ; nar titatcs-

men. As I have said, there is neither sin nor shame ln that, and I do flot

make the rernark in criticisin, but only in explanation. Mr. Holton may have

had the niakings of a great statesman iii hir-I do miot know ; judging from

wbat bie did witb the material at bis command, I sbould say that in a larger

spberc bie would bave been a bigger mari. As it ivas, lie wvas no ordinary matn;

ta that all îvill give assetît. lee bad ability ; lie wvas a very example of industry;

bie bad some failings, of course-wbo lias not?-but they would hardly have

been seen bad nat bis niany virtues slione svith such brigbtness as ta reveal the

weakness as weil as tbe strengtlî of thc matn.

Juta the story of bis early life 1 need not enter ; theme is notlîing new or

strange about it. H-e worked liard along the lines of a gaad policy, and that way

-and by a fricndly turn of fortune's wvbeel gat ta be camparatively ricli. 1 want

ta speak ratier of bis public life. lie turnied ta polities; lie sucecded there;

exercisecl a rnost maiîifest influence uipon the party with wbicb lie wvas identified;

won the confidence of many, and tic respect of all; filled bigb and important

offices in the Government; took place whien bie tbought bie miglit, and refrained

frain that wvhen hie thougbt hie ouglit; and wben hie died thc wliole community

moaned ini pain, for the affliction, pierced ta tbe beart. The rcmark I beard

made mare often. tlIan any atlier was-"l be wvas an lioncst man." Undoubtedly

bie was. I have eniquimed-was ever a charge of corruption made against hlmt?

and the unvarying answer lias beeti, no. Thiat, in this Dominilon, is a statetncnt

mast bionourable ta flhc memary of the man-as bonoumable ta liinî as it is con-

demnatory of tic pohitical systemn under wbich we live. I need nat dwvell upon,

the corruption whîich 1îrevails in aur political circles-the buyiîîg and selling-

the struggles for place aîîd money-you knowv it svell enougli. But pcrhaps you

bave tiat considered s0 wvell iowv liard it is for a mari ta avoid being drawvî inta the

saine practices. Cani yau keelp your boots dlean wvbcn you wvalk thraugli nîuddy

streets ? Can you dlean your oîvn chimney and flot get soot au yotir bands?

It is passible, but it rarcly occurs iii actual experienr'e. One circurnstancc ivas

belpftil ta Mr. Holton, let me say ini this niatter of conducting an lîonest politi-

cal life-it ivas the makiuig of thiat moiîey I spake of just naw. lic could

afford ta be bancst. He only entered upoti political life wben lie ivas beyand

tbe nced for making mouîcy by it. A great help ta a ni in polities, 1 ain sure.

Wlien mîenî go iuito 1 ialitics ta carin thîcir bread ; Ms'ien they give uip altogether,

or iii part, a businecss or a practice ta represent sanie constittuency in Parlia-

ment, anîd thcy find tiat the excitement of the session lias uifittcd tlîer for the

dul! and prosy work of tlîe other ninc nîonths at homne; and wvbcn the becart

forsakes the svork tlîc îork always fails the hîand, and brcad fails the nioutb,
and then, Ilcomunitted ta a îîolitieal life," as they say-wbat voîîdcr, sccing that

hiumauiity is wvbat it is ; that thcy tlîink more of making money for theinscives

tban of making and administcring good lawvs for thec people. A poor imantin

polities is lu the wvay of tremendous temhltatians, especially lîc whcre thc

Government builds railroads and canals, and generally adopts thc tlîeary tlîat

"lta the victors belong thîe spails." It is natural tlîat thîe first idea ini a îîew

country should be bow ta make money? We are not yet old.enougb, and richi

enougb, and settled enaugh ta begin ta tlîink seriausly of other substantial

tbings. Perbaps it catînot bc avoidcd, pcrhaps it is a neeessamy evil, but cvii it

is that men sbould turn ta polities as a means of carning a livclilîood. It

imposes risks whiich only men of rare strength of will can afford ta mun, and

politicians, as well as othiers bave need ta pray the prayer-"Iead us not inta

temptation.'l Many young men enter upon public life witb the very best and

îîurest af inîtentions, but, caught by temptatian soî-sccing, or tliuking they


