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PROVINCIAL REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

Changes During War Perioti Show Increase lu Expenditure
in ail Case&-British Coluiabia's Expenditure

More than Doubleti

T HE'July number of the Bank of Commerce commercial
letter contains an outline of provincial finances. "The

budgets presented ait recent sessions of the provincial legis-
bitures in Canada," says the article, "lindicate that duning
the fiscal periods ending ln 1918 expenditures aggregated
$65,000,000 as compared with $59,710,000 during those
ending in 1917. During the years immediately following the
outbreak of the war there was some decrease in expenditure,

Ordinary Expenditure of the 'Provincial Governments
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but since then there lias been a sharp iucrense, as sjiowu by
the following table:-

1913. 1914. 1915.
Revene ......... $51,582,894 $51,150,919 $49,910,743
Expenditure . .. 53,744,008 56,415,287 55,617,5:37

1916, 1917. 1918.
Revenue ......... $49,644,541 $57,962,979 $70,569,840
iExpenditure . ..- 53,241,866 59,710,666 65,809,165

"It will lha noteti that in 1918, for the first tinte in recent
years, revenues exceeieti expenditures, a result due chiefly
to increaseti license fees for moto? vebicles, atitional taxa-
tion of incorporateti comnpanies engaget inl financial or
fidiuciary business, increaseti receipta fromn succession duties
anti wilt landis, new incoine andi property taxes anti increaseti
royalty anti stumpage chargea.

,"To a limîteti extent atiditional expenditure bas been
necesuary because of the van, but a more important contri-
butary factor lias been the assumption of new functions by
the- goverinments, which lias uecessltateti an increase ln staff,
anti consequeutly in ordinary charges. These, la turn, are
matie silil higlier by the general ativance la wages anti sal-
aries. The following tiiagram qhows the .per capita expen-
diture of eadi province fur 1918 as conpared wltb that for
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by $4,226,000, owing largely to the fact that receijts fromn
succession duties exceedeti the estimates by $3,336,000.

"In the provinces west of Quebec new capital expendi.
tures aggregating $40,000,000 are contemplated, but the
funding process may be extended beyond the year. Many of
the expenditures provideti for are those which were post-
poneti until peace was declared. Manitoba, prior to, the war,
commenced the construction of new legisiative buildings on
which $5,460,000 bas already been expendeti,.and it is esti-
mateti that another $1,000,000 will be required to complete
them. As a- resuit of the steadily increasing prices of both
labor and niaterial, the estiniated total cost of the buildings
bas already been exceeded. Since the outbreak of the war the
province bas borrowed $10,674,000, the annual interest on

whîch îs $644,369, or
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revenue, war condi-
tions havlng no doubt contributeti substantilly to the ap-
parent ease with which revenue lias been obtaineti. Changes
lu conditions anti the teudency towards lower prices for our
chief natural products may resuit la the steadily increauing
burden of taxation becoining less easy tea bear, especlally in
view of the concurrent lacreases ia the taxation impi>sed by
the Dominion government and the municipalities. For some
years thie varlous organizations, representing farmers, busi-
ness men andi labor, have devoted their attention ta facili-
tating the war eff orts of the nation, and la view of the
lncreasing burden of administration, their attention ought
now ta hae given to queutions of public finance Such problerns
as equitable methotis of taxation and aBsessment, anti others
of a simular nature, must ha satisfactorily deait with before
reconstruction and readjustment eau take place on a sound
anti permanent basil."

ONTARIO FIRE PREVENTION LEA(GUE MEETING

A speclial meeting of the Ontario Fire Prevention
League will ha held on August 8th at the Ontario fire mmv-
shal's office in Toronto.' The meeting is for the purpose of
confirming the articles of association andi regulations for
mnuagement and control. The league, whlch was organized
-at a meeting held on August 30th, 1918, bas since been ineor-
porateti. The nomlnating committee lias subrnltted nomina-
tions for officers andi members, These are the samne as for
the year 1918-19, excepting that Mr. H. H. Dewart, K.,
M.P.P., replaces Mr. Wm. Proudfoot on the legiative comn-
mittee, anti the new mexnbers of the executive, comxuittee,
dlass of 1922, are MrB. A. M. H-uestis, Toronto, anti Mr. Tom
Moore, Ottawa.
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