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TORONTO FIRE APPLIANCES,

~ After reading an account of the investigation, as
far as it went begun on Wednesday and to be con-
tinued this afernoon, into the action of the. Toronta
Fire Briga(_ie i the Eby, Blain Company'ﬁrve of - fact
Friday, one’s keling of uneasiness as to the condition
of our fire-fighting appliances and the handling of the
brigade is notlessened. The president of the Board

of Trade, whawrote to the city authorities requesting ;

an investigatia was not backed up as he should have
been by thosewho had witnessed the fighting of the
fire, and had bmplained of it. Only Mr. John Mac-
donald had thépluck to face the :
mittee of the Cuncil; and he said in plain court what
other observerisaid among themselves, that the fire-
men were SloWin their operations. Mr, Ellis said,
truly enough, fat

“There is ifeeling that the fire protection is not
what it ought h be. The insurance rates have gone
up, and a mefant carrying $106,000 insurance is
compelled to By $1,000 more in rates, Now, these
are facts that'ie staring us in the face. We do not
want these ras to go up any more. The fire de-
partment shoy he well equipped. Merchants are
willing to pay;c)r the protection.”

As to theéyontrgverted point of the too great
lapse of time | {0 brigade’s getting water to play

on the flamesya (po11 ot attempt to decide until .

the enquiry hi gone further. But taken in connec-
tion With the Imission of the superintendent of the
fire alarm SYSty  ypp Craig, that “the alarm system
is out of date r 4 large city,” his testimony and that
of Harry Sau'&fs, Operator at fire headquarters, as
to the ROMTDt of an Afarm when the Eby, Blain
clerk rang 08€nd the possibility of this alarm being
cut off by iimultaneoys registering of Box 3
(vide Mr. Cr?‘S.EVidence) are very significant. The
strength of 2 al‘n is only that of its weakest link ;
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and if our: fire alarm system is a weak one we are
wasting money and effort in getting secondary appli-
ances to combat fire. If we are not mistaken, there
was a report made months ago to the council upon
the unsatisfactory condition of the alarm, and the
council lacked either pluck or promptness in dealing
with it.

Some features in the handling of this fire by the
department stand out prominently. One is that the
fire was in the rear portion of the top story. This
the chief could have seen, for the Eby, Blain- Com-
pany’s hose was playing on it five or ten minutes
before the brigade got to work, and kept it from
working to the front of the building. But the brigade
kept pouring water in at the front windows, a hun-
dred feet away, where there was no fire. We have,
in describing the.devastated state of the stock all
over the warehouse by reason of volumes of water,
expressed our opinion of the disgraceful waste of
squirting water where it will do least good. Again,
where was the sense of raising the tall ladder on the
west side of Scott Street, forty feet away, whence thz
streams could not reach the fire, instead of on the
east side next the building. Years ago, when Scott
Street -was re-paved—it is 75 to 8o feet wide—the
electric wires were removed to the centre of the street,
away from the warehouses on either side of ity as
if in order to allow ladders to be raised against the
buildings. Time was lost here, therefore, in raising
the aerial ladder on the wrong side of the rows of
WILESa o1 bt

- In’the opinion of spectators competent to pro-
nounce, poor judgment was shown by the brigade in
attaching too many hose to one hydrant, thereby
lessening the pressure upon any one stream. It is in
such matters ‘as these that good judgment or bad
judgment by officers of the brigade makes all the
difference between quick fire-fighting and slow. True,



