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THE SHAREHOLDER.

UP AND DOWN THE LADDER.
* By WILLTAM GILBERT,

Awtnon or “Dg Prorunpis) “Dr. AuvsTiN's Gumsta” cte

CHAPTER XIIL
(Continued.y

By mere chance Mr. Brahnm, nccompanied by his clerl
came to the dgor at the same moment a8 the doctor, witn
whom he wns acquninted.  As soon ag they were ushered
into the parlor, Mr. Braham said, .

u Possibly 1 may want your services, doctor, to witness
the old lady's will ; as it i3 just as well on ocensions of this
kind that some one should witness it besides the solicitor's
clerk.

1 do not think she has made her will a bit too soon
gnid the doctor, ¢ for I very much suspect o very few duys
will terminnte her existence,”

Phe doctor, with the solicitor and his clerk, were now
ushered into the old Indy’s bedroom, who was propped up
in the bed to receive them, She scemed in o lethargic
state, and hardly to be aware of their predence,

« T have brought that decument for you to sign, mu'am,”
sild M. Braham.  # Perhnps you would have no objection
to the doctor witnessing it 7"

She made no reply to his question, but looked inquir-
ingly into his face, nnd followed his moveents with her
oyes, o9 be mnde preparations for placing the will hcfu_rc
her, after repding it over to her,  He now dipped 8 pen in
the fnk nnd placed it in her hand,  In o moment all her
intelligence secmed to return to her, and turning to him
she aid, ¥ Where do I sign it

“/Phiere, ma'nm,” snid Mr, Brhom, pointing te the
plnce.

The old lady’s mind again seemed for the moment to
fail her, bug recovering herself, she began to write,  After
completing a few letters, her mental powers agaio sank,
the and pen fl} fromher hand, ‘Phe doctor and the solicitor
glanced at the will, and found that, instend of attempting
to sign her nuwe, she had commenced the words— Guy's
Hospital

41 ¢nnnot witness that will,? endd the doctor.

4 Nor will 1 agk you to do g0, snid the lawyer ; % it is
too Inte”

Symptoms of fainting, from the trilling exertion she had
nde, seemed to be coming on, and the servant and the
doctor ngnin veplneed her in her original position in the
bed,  Mr. Branbam now mude preparations tor lenving the
house with his clerk,  On quitting the room, the doctor
followed him into the pasgage,

' Phat old worman will never be able to siga the will,”
saitd the Iatter to Mr. Brahnm, % fler mind is completely
gone, and ghe will not recover it, Here ix another instance
Bow necessary it is for people to attend to uflairs of that
kitd while they nre in health,”

#As o general rule, 1 am of your opinion,” said Mr.
Bratmm ; # but this is not altogether 8 case in point.”

 How so ' inquired the doctor,

# Beewise she made o will when she was in bealth, and
which is still in existenee ; much more just, perhaps, than
the one T tasdny brought her to sign,  After all it has been
n most furtunate affair, ny it is, for that young lndy whe
acts ng her companion ; bt these are professionnl matters,
and posstbly onght not (o be talked nbout.”

The Inwyer now lefl, taking with him the unsigned
will, and the doctor returned to the sick-room, e found
bis patient in o state of total jnsensibility—the vital
powers aeting slowly nnd almost impereeptibly,

I she wakes,” ho said to the servant, ¥ give her fsome
of that jelly with wine, There is no nse teasing bher with
any more medicitie, A few days, and perhps honrs, will
now terminate her life, and all we ean do is to keep her
alive a8 long a3 we can, and make her death as easy ns
postible, T will call and see her again in the evening”

When Maria returned home, she found that n terriblo
change had taken pliee in the old lndy’s appensance during
her absence,  There was no mistaking the fact that her
doath wag rapidly approuching,  When the doctor ealled,
he told her that she must not be slarmed it it ocenred
during the night. The old womnnn, however, lingered on
in the same comntose state until the olowing day, when
her respiration, which had heen gradually subsiding, sud.
denly ceased, and she had gone to her loug aecount,

CHAPPER, XIITL
RORKRT MARRIED AND SETTLED,

The doctor il the lawyer were the only persons (for
it wonld be absurd to eall them mourners) who attended
the funeral of Mrs, Gibbons, It was anything but what is
ustially called o sad funeral, yet to those who think more
deeply than the mere looker-on, such funerals are in truth
the saddest of all.  The ceremony was, in the stvigtest
sense of the word, performed.  'The regrets of no haman
being followed her to the grave, nor were any pretendvd.
"The doctor and Inwyer conversed nbout the ordinnry affairs
of the day on their road ta the cemetery,  The clergyman
seemed to perform the serviee in the most mechanieal
manner, and ywhen all was over, and the carriage left the
cemetery to conduct the doctor and Inwyer back to the
house, they continned the conversation in which they had
been previously cugnged, Un entering the house, Miss
Maria Smith received them, nml conducted them into the
sitting-room, where lunch was prepared, aml ufter having
partaken of some refreghment, the fawyer requested Maria
1o take the old Ind's keys and open her writing-desk, as in
it she would find her will,  Marin Jdid ns she was directed,
atd placed the will in the Inwyer's hand, who, immediately
llnru_ki'ng the seal, commenced reading it It was shost and
explivit in the extreme,  8he left two legacies, of one hun-
dred rounds each, to the lnwyer and to » doctor who had
ormerly attended ker, five hundred pounds tw a Mr, Me-

Intyre, whom she nomiunated as her exccutor, and the
residue of her property to him, in trust for her nicce,
Maria Smithy, which was to be settled upon her apart from
the control of any husband, and which, in case she were
martied, was to descend to her children,

Mr, Bebam by no means hurried himself in bringing
Mrs, Gibbon's afinirs to o termination. He, of course,
found several obscure points in the will, which, in them-
selver, to n non-profeskionnl eye, were us clear g noon.
day; but on which, in the interest of the trustee, he found
it necessury to ask the opinion of the conrt ; and to this
the trustee, being an exceedingly nevvous man, offered no
objection,  The vesult was, that more than o twelve.
month hnd elusped before Mrs. Gibbon's affairs were com-
pleted, and then Marin found berself the possessor of the
interest of fifteen thousand pounds, which was placed in
government seeuritivs, in the name of ber trnstee,

Pne matner of Mra. Gibbons's death of course caused
great surprise, but no sorrow, to Mr. and Mrs. Murphy and
Robert, Marin cemained ju the old lady's house till the
goods bad heen disposed of by publie auction : und it was
n matter of some little difiiculty where she would reside,
ctigitette somewhat objecting to the iden of living in the
snme hotne with herlover, Mrs, Maemurdo, with whose hus.
band Robert was on terms of grest intimacy, removed the
diflicnlty by inviting Marin fo take up her residence with
her until o suflicient time hnd clapsed hefore the celebra-
tion of her maringe with Robert vans,  Maria willingly
aceepted the invitationy thongh  somewhat to Robert’s
nuneyatee, as he wtch preferecd her vemnining at Mrs,
Muarphy's, However, Marin's sbode in the house with Mra,
Macmurdo was not without its advantage,  Robert was a
daily visitor there, and of course thrown into continunl
communieation with Mr. Macmurdo and his wife, il the
resnlt was, that the intimacy which had existed between
them now beemme much greater,

Artangements were now to he made for the wedding;
the first of which was the choice of aresidence,  Mrs, Mur-
phy no longer made any objection to Robert living apart
from them, as she saw clearly, that not only was her own
Tronge too small to acconunoedate them, but that the pogition
Robert was now taking in society necessitated his residing in
amore fashionable Joeality, Fren poor Murphy, who it wag
at first feared wonld be shocked at the idea of his adopted
gon living apart from him, assented to it at the same time
hoping they wonld not reside at such a distance as would
preelude the possibility of his viciting the new mnrcied
couple ng often as he might wish,  "This was readily nssen-
ted to by both Robert and Marin,  They chose a handsome
house in Harley Street, and were partly binssed in their
ehoice from the fact that Murphy would be able to visit
them as often as he pleased by the City Road omnibuses ;
ug, from some inexplicable renson, the old man still held
that eabs were an extravagance, mud that it was nseless to
throw money away on them when you could go as gnickly
and far more cheaply by an omnibus,

The furnpishing now commenced, und Marin Smith and
Mrs, Macinedo continned daily in o state of gremt exeite.
ment, and undergoing considerable fatigne ng well, Robert
left the whole lubor of making purchases entively in their
handg, he being too mueh oceupied with his business to
enter into such matters, By degress all got into order, and
the house, which was large, commodions, and splendidly
furnished, was at st deelared fit to receive them, and
the fixing of the wedding-day, and preparation of the weqd-
ding dresses, now alone rewained to be necomplighed be.
fore the cercmony shoull take place, Marin wassomewhat
puzzied fu the cholee of her bridesmaids,  The only younug
people she knew, besides n nicee of Mrs, Macmurdo's, who
visited her aumt freguently, were the employees in the
hause of buginess in Bishopsgate Strect, and, as she had
not been on terms of intimaey with these since she had
left the establichment, added to the fact of hee now
moving in a difterent cirele of nequuintance, she did not
choose to nsk them to undertoke n duty of the kind,  Nrs,
Macmnrdo, however, relieved her from her embarrossment,
She proposed inviting the daughter of My, Wilkinson to
aet with her own nlece on the occasion,  'To this Maria
only demurred from the fenr that o request of the kind to
almost o stranger might be considered as an act of indijs.
cretion ; hut Mras, Mactnurdo promising to tuke the res-
ponsibility vpon herself, she offered no further objection,
Mrs. Mnemurdo called the same day on Miss Wilkinson,
and found, as she had anticipated, that not the slightest
hesitation was made by either father or danghter. he
fact of Miss Wilkinson becoming bridesmaid to Marin, and
the frequent visits it necessitated, brought on a greater jn-
timacey also betweent Robert Bvans aud Mr, Wilkinson than
hud hitherto existed.

The day fixed for the wediding had at length aerived,
and splendid indeed were the preparations made for the
ocension. The ladies, when  dressed, were  something
wmagniticent,  They look remarkably well, and—seemed
to know it, A considersble crowd had coliected in the
chureh, as is usnal on vccisions of the kind, and the cere-
mony passed off most satisfactorily, the bride shedding no
tearg, aud the bridegroom appearing to be as happy 2 man
us conld be found in the world, e ceremony being over
the purty returned to the house in Winpale Street, where
n splended dejeuner pwaited them,  The breakinst passed
oft much in the fushion of wedding-breakfusts in general,
The same toasts were drank, and nothing oceured particu.
lurly worthy of notice, with the exception of poor Murphy,
who, when the health of the bridegroom's father and
mother was proposed (fur although the real connexion
butween them was perfectly well known, every one treated
Murphy and his wife with the same respect a8 if they hind
been Robert’s own parents), attempted to speak, but burst
into tears instend, and was led fram the room by his wife,
When the bride left the room to change her dress for the
oue she was to wear on her journey (fur the young people
were to spend the honeymoon in Paris), Mrs. Murphy
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requested that she and her hosband might bid Robert and’
his wife good-bye without being seen by the others. To-
suy the trath, the poor woman, now that the sabjection.
she had been under before the gnests, and which had

restrnined her feelings during breakfust, was over, wag
searcely less affected nt the iden of parting with her deny-
boy, a8 she called him, than was poor Murphy himself.
Muria promised that they should see them alone before

leaving the house, and iy goon us she was rendy they went
into the room to Murphy and his wife, The leave-toking
was snd and puinful, especinlly on the part of poor Mur- .
phy. “God bless you, my boy,” he said, shaking him

warmly by the hand; € if you never see me again, think,
of me sometimes when I am gone. You have heen o denr,

gootl ehilil to e, uud 1 love you very foudly,” Rohert

and his wife now left them to tnke leave of the othee

guests, aud then started for their journey, followed by the

zood wishes of all; the time-hallowed ceremony of throw.

ing the stipper not being forgotten on the vecision,

1f Murphy had feared be should nuver see Robert ugnin, .
it was totally without reason, for he did so very often.
When Robert and Marin had retuened from their wodding
trip, and taken up their residence in Harley Street, it was
poor Mnrphy's dnily employment (for he had entirely
rvelinquished nll business matters; his mind not being inn
stite to entertain them) to take the omnibns by the City
Rond to Hurley Street, and there to renain till it was time
for him to return to dinner, At ficst his fregient visits
were sotewhat irksome to Marig, who, though naturally
very fond of the old man, had her domestic duties to attend
to; and jt was exceedingly difiicult, i not faligoing, to
keep up o conversation with him, 18 he genernlly answered
only in monosyllables to any remurk she might mnke to
him. At last the difliculty was overeome by the old man
himself. One morning, when he appented more hueld than.
usual, he said to her—& My dear, I am sure it must be o
great inconvenienee to you to be sitting here with we all
the morning, when yon have other aflairs to attend to.
Now, dow't make n steanger of me; I am quite happy
sitting here by myself, and secing what yon and my dear
boy huve come to, You leave me slone and go about
your own business—forget T am in the honse if you can,
Al 1 ask you i, that I may sce you and Robert every
Saturday afternoon, 1 shall then be quite happy; and if
anything huppens thar Lam teo it to come and see yon,
you must cote atd see e nstewd. !

1 huve but one altetation to make to that ageecment,”
said Marin, #and thut is) instead of your coming here on
Sutunday afternoons, that Robert and 1 pay you a visit
instend. Now, [ won't huve you eay anything to the
contrary, I shnll do as yon tell me in minding the affnirs
of the house and leaving you to yourself when 1 am busy,
and you imust obey me on the other point.”

The old mun seemed highly Dattered at the proposi-
tion, and neeepted it without further demur, He now
daily continued his visits, and after Marin had seen him,
she generally left hing g the dining-room with w news
paper, going in ovcasionslly during his stay. He thuy
hecame no impedimert to the domestic armmgements of
her ouse, sud all went on simoothiy and reguinely, Kvery
Saturday Robert and bis wife visited My, amd Mrs, Marphy,
and not n dittle plensed were the old couple to reeeive
this attention from them, Mrs. Murphy especially so, as
her feminine pride was grently tlittered by the sight ot
Robert’s handsome broughum drawing up at her door, and
"enusing considerable excitement amongst the neighbors,
who vounted in genersl but few carvinge company in the
Jist of their nequaintance,

Business trananetions now went on with Robert in o
most satisfuctory tmanner, ad theie mugnitwde cantinned
to increase,  He had now taken an oflice in Great George
Street, and was duily rising into fmportance,  He had
taken Me, Walter Moss into his office as confidentinl
clerk, and . very useful nzent he found him, as he wus
perfectly conversant wich the whole mupagement of o
house of business of the kind,  Walter Moss had ynitted
Mr, Maemurde's oftice withone the slightest disngrecment
having arisen between them, 1 has before been stated
that the apointment of Mr, Moss was but tewporary, during
the absence of the hend clerk on some business on
the Continent, 'Mhis  gentleman  had  now  returied,
and na the appointment of second clerk  was hurdly
worth Mr, Moss's holding, he give hotice to Mr. Macmurdo
that he wos about to dewve Bim, Me, Macmurdo had, of
course, no objeetions to offer, nay, he even adiitted thut
Mr. Moss wonld be able to do much betfer ; ol suggested
to hin, it he had no other employment in view, to eugage
with Mr. Evans, who he knew was much in want of n elerk
on whom he could depend, and who would be thoroughly
up in the business,  This was precisely what Mr, Walger
Moss intended doing, although he did not mention the
circunstanee to M. Maviurdo, but thanked him for the
kind suegestion, aud snid he would at onee apply to Mr,
Svans on the subjeet. o did ro, md was immedintely
engnged by Robert us his hend elerls; and as soon as his
time had expired with Mr. Maemurdo he was duly installed
in the oflice of Robert Evans, with two junior clerks under
him.

(7o be continued.)
e
Tieny are two modes of establishing onr repuitation :
to be praised by honest men, and to be abised by rogues,
It is best, however, to seenre the former, beenuse it will
bu invarinbly nccompanied by the Intter, His calumna.
tion is not only the greatest benelit u rogite ean confer
upon us, but it is nlso the ouly service thut he will per.
form for nothing,
Tug Bell Telephone Company, it is said, has comprom-
iged with the Londou Postofliive, agrecing to puy from 12
to 20 pur cent, roynlty for the privilege of using the inven.
tion in Loundon, It will probubly incrense the tolls to

mect thy tax,



