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TREATMENT 0F BURNS BY THE APPLICATION 0F ALCOHOL
i the A1ustralian illdical Jouèrnial of Jan. 4th, Dr. E. T. C.

Milligan has describcd a metliod of treating burns whichi lie lias
fomnd more satisfactory than the current methods. In burns of
the second, third and fourt.hi (egree, cleaiisiin will antiiseptiu
lotions is usually recommended. The moisture causes tlie sicuglis
to eorne septic-in other wvords, converts dry into înoist gan-
glrene. Frequent and painful dlressings are then neeessary. Dr.
Milligan exeludes xvater frorn the treatment, and applies alcehol.
fe thus prevents moist gangrene and inflammnation and saves mucli

si-irering. A ehild, instead of spencling several. montlis in hos-
pitl, can soon liave the burn graftcd and run about. The, details
of the rnethod are as follows: If the patient is in sueli a state
of slîocl that he caimnot sianid an mj ne a xaivatn:1

solution of pierie aeýid is applied on linit and protective is put over
this le prevent evaporalion. On the ncxt day the proteetive is
lifted and more of the solution is poure(I over the lint, whicli is net

hagc.On tlie tliird day time patient is eillier obviously going to
die or cari stand an anesthetic. If tlic picrie acid 1w conl inued any
longer,, tlie bur will become offensive. D)r. Milkianj lias miot foulid
the picrie aci treatinent of humus satisfaetoi- , anmd siipI ' u ss
it in the absence of anytlîing better for a patieni ini a condition of
silock. Moreover, the acid is absorbed and i ïav lIUS i Oe \a

tomis. If the patient is in a condition to allow tlie administration
of an anesîlietie lie is given chloroforrni, and the bu nis ire cei~
with sterile gauze wrung o ut of 70 per cent. aleuliol. The whlmo]
surface of the humn and the surrounding, skin is rubhed vigorously.
Blisters are rubbed off with ail dead tissue. No blister is pricked,
nor is the dead skin allowed to remain to keep fluid peut up only
to be iufected by tlie erganisms of tlie skin. Dead tissue is more
effcctively and easily rubhed off tlian rernoved with scissors and
forceps. After thomougli cleausing a dressing of sterile gauze
wrung eut of the alcoliol. is applied. Over this dry gauze and wool
are applied, aud then a bandage. Under chloroform the same pro-
cese is repeateýd daily. Every ether day wiIl net; do, for the burns
begin te be septie and offensive. The parts are rubbed, net wiped,
with gauze wrung eut of alcohol. On beginning to remove the
dressing it will be found stuck to, the surface. By puiling upon it
bits of dead tissue are satisfactorily removed. The dressings are
ceontinued for about eight days, when burus which have net de-
stroyed the whole thickness cf the skin, will be found in such a
clean state that boroglyceride gauze or gutta-percha tissue can be


