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FATHER BURKE’S LECTURE

oN
- “JIreland under Cromwell.”

MR. FROUDE'S “GARDEXN/

THE THIRD LECTURE IN ANSWER TO MR.
. FROUDE.

THE THRORIE3 OF XK. FROUDE CONTROTYERTED, 4C, &C.

(From the N. Y. Matropolitan Record.)

The academy of Music was crowded last
Tuesday evening, Nov. 19th,-in every part, the
aisles and stage were jammed, by an uttentive
and enthusiastic audience to listen to the third
lecture of the Very Reverend Father Burke,
0. P., in reply to the same leoture of Mr.
Froude. The boxes and dress circle were
largely occupied by ludies, and the demonstra-
tions of applause at the patrietic seatiments
of the orator of the evening were of a very en-
thusiastic character. Among the audience we
observed the Most Rev, Archbishop MeCloskey,
Right Rev, Bishop Lynch of Charleston, and
Right Rev. Bishop Quinlan, of Mobile. The
lecture was two and a half hours in length, but
was listened to thronghout with an carnest and
devoted attention, not a soul leaving to the end
of the discourse; and when reference was
made to the necessary prolongation of the lec-
ture by the spenker, he was interrupted eagerly
by the enraptured audience and desired to pro-
ceed. He spoke as follows:

LADIEs AND GENTLEMEN: We now ap-
proach, in answering Mr. Froude, to some of
the most awful periods of our history ; and I
confess that I approach this terrific ground with
sadness, and that I extremely regret that Mr.
Froude should have opened up guestions which
oblige any Irishman to undergo the pain of
heart and the anguish of spirit which the revi.
sion of this portion of our history must oceas-
ion, (Applause.) Thelearned gentleman began
his third lecture by reminding his audience
that he had closed his second with a reference
to the riso, the progress, and the collapse of the
great rebellion which took place in Ireland in
the year 1641, that is to say, somewhat more
than two hundred years ago. He made buta
passing allusion to that great event in our his-
tory, und that allusion, if he be reported cor-
rectly, stated simply that the Irish rebelled in.
1641, This is the first statement—that it was
a yebellion; secondly, that this rebellion
“ began in massacre and ended in ruin;”
thirdly, that for nine years the Irish lenders
hiad the destinies of their country in their own
hands; and, fourthly, that these nine years
were years of anarchy nnd slaughter. Nothing,
therefove, can be more melancholy thau the
pioture drawn by this learned gentleman of
these nine years; and yet T will venture to say,
and I hope I shali be able to prove, that each
of these. four statements is without sufficient
historical foundation. - (Applause,) My first
position is that the ‘'movement of 1641 was not
a rebellion; secondly, that it  did not begin in
massacre, although it ended in ruin; thirdly,
that the Irish leaders bad not the destiny of
their country in their hands during these years;
and, fourthly, whethier they had or not, that
these years were not a period of-anarchy or

of mutual slaughter. (Appliuse.) They were
at the opening of a far more terrific period. We
must discuss these questions, wmy friends,
calmly and historically, We must look upen
them rather like the antiquarian prying into
the past, than with the living, warm feelings of
men whose blood boils up with the remem-
brance of se much injustice and so much blood-
shed. (Applause.) In order to understand
this question fully and fuirly, it is necessary for

| us to go back to the historical events of the

times. I find, thep, that James 1., the man
who ¢ planted " Ulster, that is to say, who
confiscated, utterly and entirely, six of the
fairest counties in Ireland-—an entire provinee,
rooting out the aboriginal Irish Catholic ia-
habitants, even to a man, and giving the whole
country to Scotch and English settlers of the
Protestant religion, under the cosodition that
they werc not to have even as much nsan
Irish laborer on their grounds, but that they
were to banish them away. But this man died
in 1625, and was succeeded by his unfortunate
son, Charles I. When Charles came $o the
throne, bred up as he was in the traditions of
a monarohy whick Henry VIII. had rendered
most absolute, as we know, whose absolute
power was still continued under Elizabeth
under forms the most tyranpical, whose abso-
lute power was continued by his own father,
James I.—Charles came to the throne with
the most exaggerated ideas of royal privileges
and royal supremacy. But during the days of
his father a new spirit had grown up in Eng-
land and in Scotland. The form which Pro-
testantism took in Seotland was the hard, un-
compromising, and, I will add, cruel form of
Calvinism in its most rcpellent aspect. The
men who rose in Scotland in defence of their
Presbyterian religion, rose, not against Catho-
lies at all, but against the Episcopulian-Protes-
tants of England. They defended what they
called their ISirk, or covenant; they fought
bravely, I acknowledge, for 1t, und they ended
by establishing it as the religion of Scotland.
Now, Charles I. was an Episcopalian-Protes-
tant of the most sincereand devoted kind. The
Parliament of Fngland in ¢ - very first yeurs
of Charles, admitted w~_.uers who were very
strongly tinged with Scotch Calvinism, and
they at once showed a refractory spirit to their
king, He demanded of them certuin subsi-
dies, and they refused him ; he asserted cer-
tain sovercign rights, and they denied them,
But whilst all this was going on in Eogland,
from the year 1630 to the year, let us say 1641,
what was taking place in Ireland ? One pro-
vince of the land had been completely confis-
cated by James I. Charles was in want of
money for his owa purposes, aud his Parlia-
ment refused to grant iim any; and the poor,
oppressed, down-trodden Catholiecs of Ireland
imagined, naturally enough, that the king being
in difficuities he would turn to them and per-
haps lend them a little countenance, a little
favor, if they proclaimed their loyalty ond
stood by him, Accordingly, the Lord-Licu-
tenant of .[reland, Lord Falkland, sincerely at-
tached as he was to his royal master—he hinot-
ed to the Catholics, and proposed to them that,
as they were under the most terrific penal lawe
from the days of Elizabeth and of James I,
that perhaps if they should now petition the
king, they might get certain graces or conces-
sions granted to them., What were these
graces ? They simply iuvolved permission to
live in their own land, and permission te
worship their God according to the dictates of
their own consciences. (Applause,) They asked
for nothing more—nothing more was promised
to them. When their petition went before the
king, his royal majesty of England issued a
proclamation in which he declared that it was
his intention and that he had pledzed his word
to grant to the Catholics and to the people of
Irelund certain concessions or indulgencies
which he named by the name of ¢ graces.”
No sooner does the newly-founded Puritan
element in Englood, end the Parliament that
was fighting rebelliously against their king—no
sooner did they hear that the slightest relax-
ation of the penal law was to be granted to the
Catholies of Ireland, than they instantly rose
and protested that it should not be. Charles,
to his eternal disgrace, broke his word with the
Catholics of Ireland after they had sent him
£120,000 in acknowledgment of his bounty.

Hisses.) More than this, It was suspected
that Lord Falkland was too mild a man, tbo
just = man to be allowed to remain as Lord
Lieutensnt of Ircland and he was reoalled,
and after 2. short relapse, Wentworth, who was
afterwards Earl of Strafford, was seat to Ireland
as Lord Lieutenaat., Wentworth,on his arrival,
summoned a. parliament and they met in the
year 1634, He told them the-dificulties the
king was in ; he told them his parliament in
England was rebelling against him, and how he
leoked to his Irish subjects as loyal, and per-
haps he told them that amongst U:_xthghcs'loy-
alty is not & mere sentiment, but it is an-un:
shaken principle restivg on conscience and as-
sured through the church. (Applause.) And

then he assured them that Charles, the King
of England, still intended to keep his word,
and to grant them their coneessions or their
graces, Next came the usual demand for
money, and the Irish Parliament granted six
subsidies of £50,000 each, Strafford wrote to
the King of England congratuluting him on
having oot so much money out of the Irish.
“ For,” says he, ¢ your Majesty, you know
that we only expected subsidies of £30,000,
and they have granted subsidies of £50,000.”
More than this, they granted him 8,000 infan-
try and 1,000 horses to fight against his rebel-
lious Seottish subjects and ecnemics. The
Parliament met the following yeur, in 1633,
and what do you think was the fulilment of
the royal promise to the Cathalics of Treland ?
Strafford had got the money. He did not wish
to compromise his master, the king, so he took
it upos himself und fixed npon his memory the
indelible shame and disgrace of breaking the
word which he had pledged, and disappointing
the Catholics of Ireland, Then, in 1633, the
following year, the real character of this man
came out, and what do you think was the mea-
sure he preposed ? He instituted a commis-
sion with the express purpose of confiscating, in
addition to Ulster that was already gone, the
whole province of Connaught, so as not to
leave an Irishman or a Catholic one single inch
of ground in that land. This he called ¢ The
Commission 6f Defective Titles.” They were
commissioned to inquire into the title every
man had to his property, and to inquire into it
with the express and avowed purpose of finding
a flaw in it, so that they conld confiscato it to
the Crown of England. Now remember how
much was gone already, my friends ; the whole
of Ulster wus confiscated by James I. The
same king had taken Longford from the
O'Farrells, who owned it from time immemor-
inl, had seized upon Wicklow and taken it from
the O'Tloole’s and ('Brynes, had taken the
northern part of the County Wexford from the
Q'Cavanagh’s, aud Kings County from the
(Q’'Malloys. Now with the whole of Ulster and
the better part of Leinster in his hands, this
monster comes in and institntes a commission
by whick he was to obtain the whole of the
Province of Connaught, root out the native
Irish population, expel every man who owned a
rood of land in the province, and reduce them
to begaary, starvation end death, Here is a
description of his plan as given by Leland, a
bistorian who is hostile to Ireland’s faith and
to Ireland’snationality. Leland thus describes
the business: ¢ His project,” he says, “was
nothing less than to subvert the title of every
estate in every part of Qonnaught; & project
which, when first proposed in the late reign,
was received with horror and amazement, but
which suited the undismayed and enterprising
genius of Lord Wentworth.” Accordingly, he
began in the County of Roscomimon, he passed
from Roscommon to Sligo, then to Mayo and
then to Galway. The only way in which a
title could be upset was by having a jury of
twelve men to agree to their verdict ss to whe-
ther the title was valid ornot. Strafford began
by picking his jury and packing them, The
old story over again. The old policy which
has been followed down to our own time, the
policy of packing a perjured jury. (Applause.)
He succecded. He told the jury before the
trials began that he expected them to find a
verdict for the king, and between bribing and
threatening them he got juries that found for
him until he came into my own county of Gal-
way. (Applause) Tor the honor of old Gal-
way be it said that as soon as this commission
arrived in "that county they could not find
twelve jurors in the County of Galway to pass
a verdict to confiscate the property of their
fellow-citizens. (Great applause.) What was
the result? The result was that the County
Galway jurors were called to Dublin before the
Council Chamber; every msn of them was
fined £1,000 and was put into prison until the
fine was paid. Xvery inch of their property
was tuken from them, and the High Sheriff of
the County Galway, not being a wealthy man,
being fined £4,000 died in jail because he was
not uble to pay his fine. (Hisses,) More
than this. Not content with threatening the
jury and coercing them, my Lord Strafford
sent to the judges and told them they were to
get four shillings in the pound for the value of
overy single property oconfiscated to the Crown
of England, and then he boasted publioly of it
and said : “¢¢ I have made the Chief Baron and
the otheér justices attend to this business as if it
were their own private concern.’* This is the
way Ireland was ruled, end this is the kind of
rule that the learned Knglish historian comes
to América to ask the honest and the upright-
citizens of this free country to endorse by their
verdict— (laughter)—and thereby. to muke
themselves accomplices in Togland’s robbery.
(Appliuse.) In tho same year this Strafford
instituted another tribunal'in Ireland which he
called ¢ The Court of Wards.” Do you know
what this wag?, . It was fotnd thatthe Irish,

'people, 1g‘e|ibleﬂ‘an‘ti ‘simple, wére ‘very. ﬁnwillﬂing.-
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"two mations.

to become Protertunts, I have uot a harsh
word to say of the I'rotestants, but this I will
say, thdt every high-minded Protestant in the
world must admire the strength and the fidelity
with which Irishmen, becausc of their cou-
science, cling to their avelent fuith aud forms
of belief. (Applause.) This tribunal was
instituted in order to take the heirs of Catho-
lic gentlemen and bring them up in the Protes-
tant religion, and it was to this Court of Waurds
that we owe the significant faet that some of the
most ancient and the best names of Ireland—
the names of men whese ancestors fought for
fuith and futherland—ure now Protestants and
the enemies of their Catholic fellow-subjects.
It was by this, by such mcans as this, that the
mien of my own namc became Protestant, There
was not & drop of Protestant bload in the veins
of the Dun Karl or Red Earl of Clanricarde.
There waz not a drop of other than Catholie
blood in the veins of the leroic Burkes that
fought during the long five hundred years that
went before this time. (Applanse.) There
was no Protestant blood in the O'Bricen's of
Munster, nor in the glorions O'Donnells and
O'Neill's of Ulster. Let no Protestant Ameri-
can citizen here imagine that I am speaking in
disdain of him or of his zeligion. No! But as
a historian I am pointing out the means—which
overy high-minded man must pronounce to be
nefurious—by which the aristocracy of Irelund
were obliged to change their religion, (Ap-
plause.} The Irish meantime waited, and
waited in vain, for the fulfilment of the king's
promise of a concession, or a griee as they were
culled, At length matters grew desperate be-
tween Charles and the Parliament, and in the
year 1640 Charles again renewed his prowmise to
the Irish people and their parliament, which
gave him four subsidies, 8,000 men and 1.000
horsey, to fight against the Scots who had rebell-
ed against him. Xarl Strafford went home, re-
joicing that he had got these subsidies and this
body of men; but ue sooner did lie arrive in
England than the Parliament, now in rebeflion,
laid hold of him, and in that sume year, 1640,
Strafford’s head was cut off, and it would bea
strange Irishman that would regret it. {Laugh-
ter.)  Meantime the people of Scotlund
roso in armed rebellion agaipst their king.
They murched into Jogland and what do you
think they made by their movement ¢ They
got the full enjoyment of their religion, which
was not Protestant, but Presbyterian ; they
ot £300,000, and they got for several months
£850en day to support their army.  Then they
retired into, their own country, having schivved
the purpose for which they had rebelled. In
the meantime the Cutholics in Irelund were
ground into the very dust. What wonder, I
ask you, that, seeing that the King wus afraid
of his Fnglish people—ulthongh personally in-
clined to grant these graces—he had declared
that he had wished to grant them, the Irish
bad every evidence that if the king were fice
ho would grant them. But he was not free,
because the Parliament and the Puritan fuction
in Epgland were in rebellion. And so the
Irish said, and nnturally: ¢ Qur kiug is oot
free; il he were he would be just. Let us arise
in the name of government and assert our own
rights.” (Appliwse.) They arose like one
man, Every Irishman, every Catholic in Ire-
land, arose on the 23rd of Qctober, 1641, with
the exception of the Catholic lords of the Pule,
And now I give you the reasons for this rising,
as recorded in the memoire of Lord Castle.
haven, who was by no means prejudieed in
favor of the Irishmen. He tellsus: « They
rose for six reasons:
were generally looked down upen as a conrjuer-
ed nation, seldom or never trusted like natural
or free-born snbjects.,” The old feeling still
coming up, dear friends, The very first ren-
son given by this Knglishman why the Irish
people rose, was that the Fnglish people treuted
them contemptuously. Oh, when will England
leurn to treat her subjects or her friends with
common respect ?—when will proud Aunglo-
Saxon haughtiness condescend to urbanity and
kindoess in the treatment of those around them ?
I said it in my first lecture. I said it in my se-
cond lecture;, and I prove it in .this: that it
was the contempt a3 ruch as the hatred of the
Fuglishman for the Irishman that lay at the
root, and lies at the root to-duy, of that bitter
spirit and antagonism that exist between these
(Applouse.) The second resson
given by my Lord Custlehaven is that « since
the Irish saw, that six whole counties in Ulster
were cscheated to the Crown, and little or no-
thing was bestowed on tho natives, but the
greater part’ bestowed by King James on his
own coantrymeh, the Scotch.)’ The, third
reason is, that in Strafford’s time the erown
laid claim to the counties of Rostémmon, Mayo,
Gualway and Cork, and tome parts of Tipperary,
Limerick, Wicklow and others. The fourth
reason was that ¢ great severities were used

‘against Roman (atholics, whieh, to a. people so

fond of their religion as the Irish -are, wasmo
small. mducement to make them, whilst there

‘Was an opportanity; stand -upon their'gﬁin:t!i.' X
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 kivg and the Parliament.

¢ First, because they ),

The fifth reason was that ¢they see how the
Scots, by pretending grievances and taking up
arms to get them redressed, had not only gain-
cd divers privileges and immunities, but got
£300,000 for their visit to England besides
L850 1 day for several months together.  And
the lnst reason was that they s2w n storm brew-
ing as the misunderstanding rose between the
They believed that
the king would grant them unything they in
reason could demang ; at least inore now than
they could otherwise expeet,”  Now, T ask you,
were not these reasons sudhicient, I appeal to the
people of America, I appeal to men who know
what civil and religivus liberty meaus for a
high-spirited people whose spirit wus never
broken, never yielded—(tremendous applause)
—for 2 people not inferior to the Anglo-Saxon
either in gifts of intellect or in bodily encrgy ;
if a people thus forsaken, down-trodden aw our
futhers were, would not one, any one, of theso
reasons be suflicient justification to rise ?  And
had they not an accumulation of all those causes
which would have made thein the meanest of
mankind if they had not seized upon that op-
portunity. An Huglish Protestant writer of
the time, that very year 41, writing in
Howell's Hibernieus, says, * That they had
sundry grievanees and grounds of complaint,
beth touching their estates and their conscien-
ces, which they pretended to be fur greator
than those of' the Scotch ; that they felt for
them,” he suys. Il the Scotch were suffered
to intraduce a new religion, that was not a rea-
son why they should be punished in the exer-
cise of thewr own, which they gloried in never
to have ultered. (Applausc.) There was an-
other reason for the revolt, my friends and a
very competent one, and it was thig; Charles
had the weakness and the folly, Tean call it
nothing else, to leave at the head of the Irish
cause two Lord Justices numed Sir John Bor-
lugs and Sir William Parsons.  These werg
both ardent 1’uritans and partisans of the Par.
lizinent ; thoy were anxious to see the full of
the English monarck ; they were his bitterest
cuemies, and they thought he would be embar-
russed in his fight with the Parliament in
Fnglund by a rovolution in Ircland, so the
very men who were the guardinos of the State
lent themselves to promote the revolution by
cvery meuns in their power. For instance, six
months before this revolution brokeout, Charlos
gave them notice that he had received intelli-
gence that the Irish were going to rise; they
took no notice whatever of the king's advertise-
ment ; the Lords of the Pale, who refused to
join the Irish peoplo in their uprising, appealed
ta the Justices in Dublin for protechion, and it
was refused them ; they asked to bo ullowed in
the city, that they might be saved from the in-
curgious of the Irish, and that permission was
refused them ; they wete forced to stay in
their castles and in thoir houses, aud the mo-
ment that any of' the Irish in rcbellion came
near, their houses and custles were deelured
forfeited to the State. And so the Knglish
Catholic Lords of the Pale—the Lords of
Gormanstown, ITokes, Trimbletons, and so
many others, were uctually forced by the
Government to join hands with the Irish, and
to draw their swords in the glorious cause.

Applause,) Moreover, the Irish knew that
their friends and fellow-countrymen wero oarn-
ing distinction and honor and glory upon all
the battle-fields of Kurope, in the service of
Spain, Frunce and Austria, aud they hoped in
that rising that these their countrymen would
help them in the hour of their aeed.

Accordingly, on the 23rd of October, 1641,
they rose. What was the first thing they did ?
According to Mr, Froude, the first thing they
did was to massacre ull the Protestunts the
could lay their hands on, Well, thark "God'!
this i= not the fuct. (Great applause.). The
very first thing that their leader, Sir Phelim
O’Neill, did wus to issue a proclamnation through
all Ireland, in which he declared: . “ We rise,
in the name of our Lord and king—vwe rise to
agsert the power and prerogative of the king ;
we declare that we do not wish to make war
upon the king or one of his subjeots ; we de-
clare, moreover, that we do not intend to.shed
blood except in legitimate warfare; and if any
one of our traops—any eoldier—eithar robs,
plunders, or sheda* blood, he shall be severcly
punished:” {(Applause.) ‘Did they keep this
declaration- 6f theirs! Most iaviolably, I as-
sert, in the naine of ‘history, that they did‘not
massaere the Protestants, and I will: prove it
from Protestant authority. (Renewed  -ap-
plause) ‘We find déspatohes from. the Irigh
Government to the Goverameat in’ Englandy of -
the 27th’ of 'that saine wmonth, in- which -thoy
gavo them’thé acoount of the rising’of the Trish
people’;’ there they complained; telling how the
Irish stripped: their-Protestant fellow-citizens,
took their ‘cattle; took their( houses,.and. took
their’ propérty-~but ‘mot.‘one single:ward of
complaint about one drop of bloodshéd 1---(Ap-
plause,) ‘Aud if they took their cattle and
ihoses and:property; you . must remember;that
they.onlytook. baoly,what.was their own, (Re-
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