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rimo a4 it “shall plense Gol” Lo make possible
something better.

But waiving verbal eriticisms,can you imagine
any teaching more likely thun teaching of this
sort to produce u race of men worthy to be call-
od freo? Nuy, worlthy lo bo trusted with
liborty ? Only suppose, if it be supposable,
that the same amount of energy had, for the
last twenty or thirty yoars, beon devoted to im-
prossing these great principles of conduct upon
the conscience of the school children of this
country that has been spent upon informing
their intellects with more advanced knowledgo
than they are likely ever Lo use, do you think
that in that event the lund would have boen so
soriously overrun as it has been by the grout
army of the light-headed und the irresponsible
—the men who think so highly of their abilities
and doserts as to bo ready to maim and kill all
those whe refuse to take thom at their own
valuation? The law of proportion applies to
all things, and iy it not becoming ovident that
our stundard of training for the young has thus
far lacked symmetry? Common honesty is,
for tho purpose ot citizenship, more precions
than algobru, and that public money is misspent
which educates a lad in chemistry only with
the rosult of putting him in possoession of im-
plomonts by which he proposes to make war
against civilization. Yot algebra and chemistry
mist npods bo taught, It is a case of “ Theso
ought yo to have done, and not to lenvo the
other undono."—Jftew, Dr. W. K. Huntington,

T APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION,

(By Lev. V. Stavely.)

Tho power to act as ministers of Christ was,
n alrondy said, givon by Josus Christ in the
first instance to the Apustles, But this minis-
terin] commission was not intended to be exer-
cined only by them, and o cense whon thoy
died. 'I'he Christinn Ministry was formed us
the appointed moans of applying tho blessings
of tho Inearnation to mankind; and the [ncar-
nnlien is not a passing event in the world's his-
tory, but an abiding reality. The permanent
ohuractor of'the Ministry which Christ orduined
rests upon tho permaneut character of His In-
earnation,

Our Lord intonded the oflee which 1le be-
stowod upon tho twolve Apostles to live on
aftor their deaths, until the ond of the world.
Tho Apostolic Ministry is an abiding fact in a
world of chango,

It s truo that the Commission, " Go yo,
thorofore, und tonch all nations, baptising them
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the loly Ghost: tonching thom to obsorve
all things whutsoever 1 have commanded you,”
was given Lo the Apostles, but it was accom-
panied by the promise, “ Lo, I am with you
alway, ovon unto tho ond of the world," This
promise was not wddressed to all Christian
people, but only to the Apostles, and that too
in connoction with the officinl ncts of teaching
and bul&)t,inmg. It is as though Christ had
said, “ Baptise and toach all nations, and I will
bo with you in so doing.” Moreover, Ho
promised to be with the Apostles in porforming
theso ministerial acts * unto the end of the
world.” But how could 1lo be with tho Apostles
in thoir work “ unto the eud of the world ?”
Ho know that the Apostles would dio like othor
mon, and thoreforv the promise of being with
thom as individuals “unto tho ond of the
world” could not bo our Lord’s meaning.

L

“Tho end of the world,” of which our Lord
spako, has not yot come; how thon is llis
promiso to tho Apostlos fulfilled ?

The only possible meaning of the saying,
Lo, [ am with you alway unto the end of the
world” is this: * [ will be with the Ministry of
which you are but the first members, 1 will be
with you, and not only with you, but also with
all who shull come after you in the Ministry.
You will die, but your office will live on, and I
will be with that office in the person of your
succeessors, oven unto the ond of the world.”

Thus we have Lhe great promise on which
the doctrine of the Apostolic succession rests,
As Christ wis with the Apostles confirmin
and ratitying their officinl acts, so Ife has
promised to be with their successors 23 long as
His mediatorial Kingdom lasts, We have thus
the bedt pousible grounds for believing in the
conliruity of the Apostolic Ministry as it now
oxists amony ourselves,

1.

But how way this continuity or succession to
bo socured? It wus to be secured by the
Apostles in their life-time providing succossory
to their office.  As our Blessed Lord ordained
the Twelve to bo Ilis representatives when Ho
loft the earth, so the Apostles chose others to
tako their place when they in turn were with-
drawn by death. This plan of continuing the
Apostles’ Ministry was to be carried on from
age to agoe until tho ond of time, As a fact of
history, it has been carried on, It is now
nonrly two thousand yegrs since our Lord’s
promise was made. During this long period
successors ot tho Apostles, first receiving and
thon in turn banding on the Divine power and
authority which Christ gave to the Twelve,
have never boen wanting. Such successors of
the Apostles are with us now, The Apostolic
succossion is the link or bond which connects
the Church of the ninoteenth century with that
of the first contury,

In passing on tho ministerial office to their
immediate succossors, tho Apostlos uged the
laying on of hands, This ceremony signities
tho transfor of authority, and it gave its namo
to the rite of Ordipation, Ordination is the
selting apurt of men to bo ministers of Christ,
The Apostles luid their hards upon their suc-
cessors, and theso suceessors in turn did the
samo Lo others, Thero are soveral instances of
this mothod of pussing on the ministorinl offices
in tho Now Tostament, What was thon done
has been dono evor since. livery Bishop, priest,
and deacon, is now set apart by the laying on
of hands, By thiy means thore has been no
break in the trausmission of the ministerial
Commission in the Church of God, from the
Limes of the Apostles down to our own day,

nr.
Tho grontost possiblo care has ever been
takon in this mattor, to secure Lhe truo succes-

sion. It bucame a rulo of the Church, in vory
ourly days, that at loast three succossors of the
Apostlos (or bishops as they were called),
should Iny thetr hands upon tho heads of those
whom they admitted to the highest office. of the
Ministry,

The figure of a chain, reaching link by link
from the Apostles’ days down to our time, has
been used in doscribing the Apostolic succes-

sion. But the figure of a net is moro true to
fact, The connection between the chiof minijs-

tors of the Churoh and the Apostles is not so
much the uature of & chain as of a vast net-
work, If by chance one strand of the net
should fuil, yet the whole would not be broken
up.

It has been mathematically argued that
ovon it wo make the absurd supposition of ono
consecrator in twenty at any particular mo-
ment in history huve been, through some acci-
dont, himselt not validly consecrated, the
chances will bo 8,000 wo 1 against all three con-
secrators in any given ense being in like posi-
tion.

The reason for this extraordinary caro is to

guard’against the loss of the Apostolic succes-
sion—a loss which would result in the dying
out of the Church as our Lord constituted it, A
Church stands or falls by the Apnstolic succes-
sion. We shall see in the next rection that the
Apostolic succession is the pledge of a valid
Ministry, and of valid Sacraments, The term
“ valid” implies the fultilment of God’s con-
ditions whereby certainty i» xccured. Thut
which is ' valid” rests upon the security of the
Divine covenant, Without a Ministry possess-
ing Christ’s authority there can ve no certainty
that wo possess valid Sacraments conveying the
grace which they expross; and if tuere is uu-
certainty about the Sacramonts, there is uncer-
tainty as to union with Christ. Without the
Divinely-appointed Ministry of the Chureh we
have no guarantee that the flow of covenanted
grace would continue, Should the Apostolic
succossion die out, there would be need of u
second appointment directly by our Lord, and
of a second day of Pentecost with a fresh out-
pouring of the lloly Spirit. We need not con-
template such a di~aster, for our Lord’s promise
stands sure, “ Lo, I am with you alway even
unto the ond of the world.”
Iv.

It has already been shown that all the great
features of the Christian Church are profigured
in the Old Testament, The Apostolic succes-
gion is wn instunce of this, The chief ministers
of the Jewish Church were the High Priest,
and the priests. They are described as the
“ yons of Aaron,” for they were desconded from
him by natural doscent, the priestly powers
being hurnded down from father to son, The
Apostolic succession is by spiritual descent,
through the laying on of hands.

Aaron, the tirst High Priost, was called di-
roctly by God ta the oftice; the Apostles were
called by Christ Himself. It was the will of
God that the office of High Priest should con-
tinue after Aaron’s death. At the close of his
life we read that God said “ Aaron shall be
gathered unto his people. . . . Take Aaronand
Iilouzar, his son, and bring thom up unto Mount
Hor: and strip Aaron of his garments, and put
them upon Eleazar, his son. . And Moses
stripped Aaron of his garments, and put them
upon Eleazar, his son,”

This custom was continued in after yenrs, us
we learn from Exodus xxix, 29-30, ‘* And the
holy garments of Aaron shall be his son's after
him, to be anointed therein, and to be conee-
crated in thom., And that son that is priest in
his stoad shall put them on seven days, when
he cometh into the tabernacle of the congrega-
tion to minister in the holy place.” Tho newly-
made ILigh Priest was to wear the vestments of
his predecessor to show the continuity of the
office, and to mark its complete identity with
that of his predecossor. We have in all this u
groat foreshadowing of the Apostolic succession
in tho Christian Church,

Christ is gone up: yot cro He passed
I"rom carth, in heav'n to reign,

He formed ono holy Church to lust
Till He should come again.

His Twelve Apostles first He made
His ministers of grace :

And they their hands on others laid
To fill in turn their place.

So ago by age, and year by year
His grace was handed on :

And stil the holy Church is hore
Although her Lord is gone.
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