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DECLINE OF INFANT BAPTISM AMONG
FTHE PRESBYTERIANS,

Ty following lamentable Tack of bringing chil
dren to Baptism among the American Preshyteriana,
the record of which is taken frum the New York
Sun, does not surprise us. The Wostininster Con-
fessien contains an admirable statewent of doctrine
on Haptism.  Its language on regeneration, and
the benelits of the Sacrament, is stronger, i pos-
sible, than our own,  But as @ general thing, Pres
bytlerians have repudiated their own standards on
this as on other peints. You will scarcely meet
one who will aceept the language of the Westmin
ster Confession.  When the doctrine is not held, it
is wot sucp. ising that the practice should fall with
it Baptists, of course, exull over this, but it is
due not so much to disbelicf in (nfant Baptism ax
to i fatlure to understand its meaning and impoy
To any onc who loves to bring little clul.
dren to ant inthe only way in which they can be
brought,

tance.

the folluwm" extract will be read with
much pam: -

It is evident from even a briel study of the siatistics of
the Preshyterian Chureh as officially  piven out by e
General Assembly, that infant baptism is not practiced in
that denomination (o a spfiiciently preag estent to cause
nwch discomlorl, even to these who most carnestly disap-
prave of i, A glince ot the vecond will astonish wony
ever of the most prum):lnccd Presbyterians,  In the Rev,
mtficent church, in Lifth Aveoue, with jt=
membership of 1,730, there were 21 babes baptized lact
year. Ko Dro Crosby’s, which numbers 1,383 members,
there were only 37,

Dr. all's may,

I'r. Bever’s Lrick ¢ huareli, has t, toe
members, but anly 23 infants to dedicate in baptism.  1n
Dr. Robinsons Memorial Cherch, 570 memlers would
show ouly 8 bapticed infants.
showing is o better.  Talmage has the Tngest membership
in the denomination, nunbering 2.4715 yet among all this
army there were ouly 4y infants baptized in the Tabernacle.
Dr, Cnyler baptized 3¢ infants in a memberdip ol 1,561,
Dr. Ludlow, with 378 members, report 6 infant haptisues,
Dr. Vanbyke, with 571, and Brother Urochy, with 336,
report po infants baptized,  The church at Sag Uarbor,
which is ong of the mast prosperous on Long Island, out-
side of Brooklyn, and has 357 members, has had no infants
to baptize. 'The First church at Buffalo, the Bound Hrook
{N. J.) church and the Ficst 2t Princeten, X. J., ave similar
Ty lncking i infantile addivions te the flock. So with the
West Arch street, in Philadelphia, with a membership of
309, and a building which cest $250,000, All this isa
sirange comment on the zeal of the people for one of their
sowinally cherished ordinances,  Whether it is that habey
are not born to thore guod people, or that there is an
Thabitual neglect to bring them to the baptismal font wouhl
be a most ipteresting subject for pulpit discussion.  In the
whole Presbyterian Church the infant baptisms for a year
averages about three apd a half infants to each minister, 1f
the question be asked as to udult baptisms to account for
this great shoricoming, the answer fram the ofiicial record
is that they fout up about half ai many as those infants,”

In moarked and striking centrast to this sad dis-
regg:d of our Blessed Lord's positive command
among the Pusbytcnans, we rejoice to know that
a very large and increasing number of Baptisms
are performed in our Church, both in England, the
aited Smms, and Canada.
not.the figures for the wholeof Eng-
om what ws have we can fairly estimate
f 2 million of children and adults re-
at the hands of the English Clergy
L) thc Umtﬂd ‘States, with less than
xcants, there were nearly 50,000
; tums. the five dioceses of the

Across the Vast Miver the

with about 100,000 Communicants, the Baptisms
were aver 15,000 last year.

"T'o show the wide difference in this matter be
tween the Church and the Présbyterians, according
to the Sun's figures, it is as well to point out, that
to cqual the Charch in the United States or Canada,
the congregations named instcad of having 153
Baptisms for the 30,067 members, should have had
over 13co for the year, or nine times more than
they had,

— &~

DIOCESY, OF

We cip the accompanying letter frem our widely
circutated contenporary the Toronto Mai/ of the
23rd ult i

THE DIOCESE OF ALGOMA,
(7o the Euaitor of the Aail.)

Si1g3,—Itis not without a fecling of the most profound

respect for the memory of the late bishop of Algoma that [

“THE ALGOMAY

venture upon calling the carnest attention of the members of
aur Church in this ecclesiastical province to certain aspects
of watters connected with the Diocese of Alprma, which it
will be advisable to consitder before a suceessor is narred to
the nffice,

When it was proposed to ereate the missionary Diocese
of Algoma, 2nd thus relieve the wealiby Ttocese of Toranto
of its own legithmate work, wise men shovk their headsatan
experimient so doaltful, and the cabeequent bistory of the
Digeese proves that those who opposzed the creation of the
hurch-
men, other than thuse belonging to the Diccese of Taronto,

Illls_\lt)hdr)‘ }incese were corvect in th pir views,

complain that they were taken ina tiap by the Diocese of
laronta, and that the Lurden of mainiving Algoma was
thrown upon them-—they wnfortunately not keing near so
wralthy as Toronto- pay more, that the very monies con-
tribited by the other ioeeses fui Algoma were nsed to the
eatent, al all events, of five per cesl. by the Liocese of
Torouto for its own purposes.

Howeser, without dwelling apon this, it is wanifest that
the tinte has wow arrived for “‘the other Dinceses”
draw from this mistaken mdssionary enterprise,

to with-
There are
two ohvious conrses which sugpest themselves 1~

. Re ahsorption into the Diocrse of Toronto : or

2. The creation of an independent Diocese of Algoma.

Some consilerable progress lits been made in sedtement,
and the prospects for the future are not by any means bad,
%0 that the difficulties in cither case are not formidalile,
Should the seeond conrse be deternmin g upow. 3t seens only
reason: Wz that a section of productive territary shonld be
added 10 Mpoma from the existing Diocese of ‘Toronto.
Ihete are so many sirong belicveds in thie benelits of episco-
pacy in the Diocese of Toronto that T am sure they will not
hesitate to hebp forward the scheme. We bLave in the
ceclesiastical provinee some elergy of large private means,
and evers buger zeal for the Claorely, who would not hesitaute
It is not nrediu]
that party theology should be iwpoited @to the selection,
andd inthat ease—subject 1o his williagness to aceept-—the
MoAL, of Ste Matthew's  hureh,
uebee, would be an admirable appointinent, combining as
lie does numerons gualitivs

to accept the work for the work's sale.

{ev, Charles Hamilton,

calcatated to ensure success,
Commemhng this subject to the consideration of the mem.
hers of the Chareh,
Yours, &y,
Axicus.
e, 30, 1881,

In reference to the above letter, we may say that
the matter is one which ought to be pressed on the
autention of the Church.  We have stated our views
on this subject i a previous editorial.  As to “re-
absorption into the Diocese of Loronto,” we hardly
think that Churchmen will consent to sec a Tocese
once organized taken back again into ‘Toronto.
Such a course would indicate failure, and would
throw discredit on the labours of the late Bishop of
Algoma.  The creation of an independent Divcese
with part of Toronts attached would be a better
plan.  Sowe steps should be at once taken to pro-
vide for the ¢endowment of the Episcopate.  “Ami-
cus’ puts forward the name of the Rev. Charles
Hamilton, of Quebec. No better man could be
chosen,  But it is a mistake to call for the clergy
of private means to accept the work for the work’s
sake. It lowers the Church to allow individuals to
du what is the duty of the whole Church. Let Algo-
ma he placed on a proper financial basis ; let the
support of the Bishop be assured, and then let a
suitable man be chosen.  We should rejoice to see
such a man as Mr. Hamilton appointed. His ad-
ynirable qualifications are well known, and if he
could be induced to accept the position, the
widowed Diocese would be indeed fortunate.  But
first let the Church in Canada arouse to her duty
in this mattter and endew the Bishopric. Then
the Synod will feel free to make a-selection.

Tus Bishop of Frédeticton has addressed a let-
ter to his clergy on the subject of petitioning Par-
liament against the Deceased Wife's Sister Bill,
which will be intreduced the coming Session. We
direct attention to it,'and zlso to the first of a series
of letters on the sam¢ subject from ,the able pen

of Prof. Roe, of Bishop's College, Leanoxville.

THE 8. P. C. K. ALMANACK,

Surely the compilers of the S. P. C. K Almanack
might find some one to give them accurate informa-
tion about the Colonial and American Bishoprics.
Every year we note the same inaccuracies, with
additions. It would be a very simple matter to
obtain a correct list of the Bishops; and ignorance
about the colonies on the part of a Society which
has so much to do with them is almost unpardona-
ble. We note, for instance, that in the list of
American Bishops the name of Dishop Atkinson,
of North Carolina, is again inserted, though he has
been dead for some time, and Bishop Lyman is
put in as his assistant.  Bishop Kerfoat, of Pitts-
burgh, is dead. The Missionary Bishops of
Washington and Montana— Dr. Paddock and Dr.
Dunlap—are omitted altogether.  Bishop Scar-
borough is put down as the Assistant Bishop
instead of the Bishop of New Jersey.

Uuder the heading of North America, there is
no notice tzken of the fact that there are two
Ecclesiastical Trovinces—one of Canada and one
of Lupert's Land—one independent group of
Dioceses in British Columbia, and one independent
Nocese, Newfoundland.  The name of Bishep
Kingdon 1s not inserted, though he was conscerat:
ed months before the Almanack went to piess.

Other inaccuracies might be noted.
exceptions,

With these
the “Churchman’s Almarack” is a
valuable littde puhlication ; and as it circulates in
every Anglican Divcese in the world, we are all the
more anxious to have jtcorrect.

HAS THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND LOST
I'Ts HOLD GPON THE AGE?

{Continnel.)

CatoepraLs.

From the Clergy to the Churchies the transition
is natural.  The Cathedrals of these days are ke
the Bishops, centres of Church life and work.,  “T'ime
was and that within our cown memories too, when

they were not ¢o ;3 when a swall part of their vast
enclosure, just the choir, wus used for worship ; the
rest, a waste of “long drawn aisles and fretted
vaults,” served as a promenade for non-worshippers
and sight scers. A great and good change those
noble buildings have undergone.  Scicen and par-
tition have disappeared ; their entire floor being
covered with seats and fitled with worshippers.
Noble ‘soulinspiving  services those when the
courts of the Lord's Heuse are threnged, when the
voice of praise is hike the sound of many waters,
when the purc Word of Gob is preached to listen-
ing thousands. Ncver does the vast Cathedral,
named after the Apostle of the Gentiles, look so
grand and gloricous as when iis migity deme covers
the heads of 5,0c0 worshippers, as when it cchoes
the very sounds of the Gospel that St. Paul
preached.

“I have labored to make the Abkey a great
centre of national religious life 5
the last words of Westminster's latc lamented
Dean. How far did he succeed?  Consult for an
answer that solemn and affecting scene in “the
great temple of silence and reconciliation.”  Gath-
ered about his bicr are the representatives of all
classes of society, and of all sections of the Chris-
tian Church; and every hand of every class and
section, from the Sovereign to the son of toil, from
the Episcopalian to the closc Baptist, casts a
flowery wreath upon his coffin, who in life had
been a great apostle of universal love.

Without stopping to mention particular examples
it may be said in a general way that the all-impor
tant subject of Cathedral reform, so long a subject
of debate and discussion only, has now assumed a
practical shape ; and if those cstablishments, long
looked upon as most faulty and lazy, have awakened
to a sense of duty and responsibility, this is in
itself a happy indication that a like advance in zeal
marks the entire breadth of the Church.

these were among

This, indeed, will be apparent to every one who
takes the trouble 10 ¢xamine the matter for himself
under a few wider words such as these following :—

CHuURCH BuiLbing axp ExtENsion.

During the present century g,000 churches have |

been built, rebuilt, or restored in England, costing
eighteen milliens of pounds sterling, or ninety mil-
lions of dollars, all of which, save ocne million
pounds granted by Parliament, was contributed by
Churchmen. During. the last.ten years one hun-
dred and thirty churches have been erected in

London alone, out of the Bishon of London’s fund.

SUB-DIVISION OF PARISHES.

In 1831 the Parliamentary Enquiry Commission
returned the number of benefices in Fogland
10,000 ; now they are 13,200—showing an increase
of 3,200 within the last half century. . Every one
of these new parishes involved 2 large wolumar,
outlay for church, schools, parsonage, and every
one had also to be endowed.. It is computed tha
Churchmen have given for such endowment at the
rate ¢f one hundred and twenty thousard pounds 2
year for the last three years,

ParsonaGE Houses anp CrErcy.

Forty years ago parsonages in England number.
ed 5,900 ; now they are over 11,0c0 in number—
showing a gain of over 5,000 resident clergy. In
1801 the number of clergy in England was 10,307 ;
in 1871 1t had risen to 20,694—more than double
the number within three-quarters of a century.

Ebucarion,

The same wonderful increase in the Church's
activity is observabie in the important departmen:
of cducation. “The following figures are taken fror
the Report of the Privy Courcil for 1873, covering
aperiod of thirty years last past.  Subscribed for
building Church Schools in England and Walces,
£3.585.000.  Here we bave three and a half mil.
lions—1the money of Church people -sunk g
buildings alone; whie from the same Report we
learn that the annual subscriptions of Churclmen
amount to three hundred and eighty-nine thousand
pounds, against eighty-four thousand subscribed by
Movcenformists, to the cause of Christian educa.
tion.

Itought to be evident to every fair-minded person
that, not alone in these several departments ¢f her
work proper, is the Anglican Church most anxiogs
to be faithful and zealous ; but as well in all move-
wients of a public and social character, she is ready
io0 take the lead in shining for the people’s good,

TEatpERANCE.

Thus we have “The Church of England Temper-
ance Sociery,” having its agents and branches on
this continent, a most powerful and useful organi
zation, because established upon a Seripturat and
ratioral basis ; eschewing fanaticism, and seeking
tr cmploy all Christian men in the great business
of persuading their fellows to “live soberly, nght-
eously and godly in this present world.”

Svxpay Scuoor INSTITUTE.

We have also “The Church of England Sunday
School Institute” teaching us all Fow best to man-
age our Sunday Schools, how hest to teach the
children of the Church, to feed Christ's lambs with
sound and whelesome food, brought down to the
level of their capaciiies, and rendered interesting as
well as instructive both to teachers and children.

S. P. C. K. AND OTHER SOCIETIES.

In ciose connexion with this sort of work, we
have long enjoyed the | bors of the Christian Know-
ledge Society, or combination of societies, as it
might be truly called, for it includes the Church
Bible and Prayer Book fociety ; the Church Tract
and Pure Literature Scciety; a Church Education
Society ; a Home Mission Society ; a Church
School and Building Scciety ; a Church Endow-
ment Society, and a Seciety for training a pative
Ministry. I refer more particularly to the work
accomplished in nourishing the young minds of the
Church by wholesome literature, supplying all
Sunday School requisites from the Catechism to the
Library ; and afterwards by sceking to uproot the
szeds of scepticism, where unhappily at a later age
they may have taken root, through the publication
and cheap sale of the standard apologetic works of
the Chuwich, and as particularly adapted to this
generation, the works of the Christian Evidence
Socicty.

If evil men and seducers wax worse and worse,
if they are diligent to unite and publish in cheap
form, it is some comfort to know that the Church
too is alive to the necessities of the hour, and is
ever ready to counteract the evils caused by a free
and licentious press. And what shall I more say
of her socicties and in-*itutions for the public good >
In the Churchman's Almanack you may read a
list of some thirty-five of these ; and this is a proof
more positive, then:many pages could supply that
in these last days, the Anglican Church is freety
spending her money, and the best learning and
labor of her sons, that she may stand in the fore-
front, wherever and whenever.it may be necessary
to roll back the advancing flood of vice, or to pro-

mote the good, social, moral, and religious of the
people of the earth. .

(To e Cam'lﬂdd)




