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“HER FOUMDATIOMS ARE

UPOW THE HOLY HILLS.”

THEREFORE I WILL NOT BE NEGLIGENT TO PUT YOU ALWAYS IN REMEMUBRANGE OF THESE THINGS, THOUGU YE KNOW THEM AND BE
ESTABLISHED IN THE PRESENT TRUGTIL.—3 PETFER 1, 12
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For the Church,
WHAT IS LIFE?

Lifes a strange and changeful thing,
113 thoughts are ever on the wing,

Now wrapt in gloom, now full of light,
Now gifted with a spirit’s might,

And clothlng earth with flow'rets fair,
Dreaming they'll ever flourish there;
Thoughtless of winter's blighting breath,
Chilling their loveliness in death.

Life’s a wild and dreary waste,

Where man is in a desert plac’d ;

With here and there a happy spot,
‘That whispers low, * forget me not™—
A sweet oasxs. bolding sway

Loog after it has passed away;

A sudden light on darkness cast,

A ray of hope too bright to last.

Life isasa mighty ses,

Where myriad barks are sailing free,—
Some in flags and streamers dress’d,

Where pleasuré’s fodnd a welcome guest ;
And some with canyass crowding on,

1In the path of those before them gone;
Aud some with sails all rudely torn,—

‘To an early doom by the wild winds borne.

Life is as a taper'slight, |

Worn out and pale at dead of night;
But glancing ctill a meteor ray,

‘That marks more surely its.decay, —
Aund masking by its transient gleam.
The darkuess round still darker secm.
Till all is plunged in, sudden gloom—
The solemn stillness of the tomb.

Life is as a forest strcam,

That glides not on in sun and gleam,

But bears upon its surface spread,

The verdunt leaf, the sere and dead ;

And both in haste are hurried on, N
Aad earth but kuown that they are gone j—
New leaves may. in the breezes play,— -
But tbey, the nmshed wlnera sre théy?

Lifeis asa npened secd

From its earth-bound prison freed,

Anud springing up to leaf and flower,
Nourished and fed by sun and shower ;—
Yet paying tribute for its birth, ..
And yielding to its parent earth.
When Time is full, ancther grain
That shall, like it, arise again.
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«HOLINESS TO THE LORD,”
THE BADGE OF THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.

J. C.
—

A Sermon preached at Montreal, on Wednesday August 8th,
1838, at the Visitation of the Right Reverend the Lord
Bishop of Montreal.— By George Mackie, B.A., Examin.
ing Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of Montreal nnd Curate
of Qucbec.

Exopus xxxix. part of vorse 30— Holinessto the Lord.”
In the times of that infant dispensation when it pleascd
tho All.Wise to address himnscif to Iiis people through the
modium of types and emblems, and, in ‘the shadows of
good things to come” dimly to trace out tho glorics of * the
Letter covonant,”—singularly appropriate as was every pait
of the Divine economy, and fraught with meaning 28 wero
all the appointed rites and ceremenial obscrvances, there
were few tokens moro expressivo than the vestaients which
tho High Prieet was commanded to wear when engaged in
the service of the sanctuary. Of thoso garments of Aaron,
“ {0 consecrate him,” how significant each ecveral portion !
that girdle of fine linen with which his loins were girded
ﬁut——thul breast-plate with its Urim.and Thummins of
light and perfection—thit miiire of authority, all scemed to
wark out the ambassador of God, clothed with favor to pro.
pose, and with wisdom to ncgociate, and with power to ro;
Lify a treaty of peace, betweon the offended Creator and his
rebellious creatures. Resplendent over all was that *¢ plate
of the holy erown of pure gold,” with the inscription upon
it, »like to tho engraving of a signet :"—*¢ Holiness to the
Lord.” Here however, God scoms to have dispensed with
tho mystery of symbols, as though it could not be too
yl:unly declared that this ono esscntial qualification, lack.
ing all other gifts and graccs, arc as nothing worth. And
was it 6o under the Law 7 And shall the Priests of God, un.
der a ministration more glorious, fuil to realize in the in.
ward apparel of 8 holy life' and conversation, the spiritual
neaning of theso garments, *for glory and beauly ™ If,
under a system of foreshadowod sanctification, it wae strait.
ly enjoined upon the sons of Lovi that they should be
* glothed with rightcousness,” how much more when He, the
Great Refiner of his people, has purified the sons of Levi,
that they may offer unto the Lord “en offering in right.
oousness”—when the Spirit which He had carned for His
Church, has been poured down in such rich profusion from
on High,—and the assured legacy of peace is their’s, and
tho abiding portion of the Comforter? Or shall it be, my
brethren of the ministry, that now when procept and exam.
ple supply to us the place of emblem and prophecy, and no-
thing of darkness remains to obscuro the way in which we
should go, andnothing of encouragement is wanting to
amooth our path, and to strengthen the fecble knees, and to
.l-lpport the hands that hang down; that now, when by rea.
son of * exceeding great and precious promises,” the minis.
tration of death is become * a savor of life ubto life,” and
the thraldom of fear is converted into * a labor of love,”—
shall it be, that with such hoper, such prospects, such
pledgu of success, we fail to * purify ourselves even ss He
is puro ™—nay, can it indeed be that we have heerd the
vojce of a Saviour callmg. have been moved by His Spirit to
follow,—and remain unholy still? “Unholincss,” you are
ready to exclaim,—* This be fur from ue " ‘And to such an

{devout acquicsconce. Yes! Unholiness,—*¢ Lot it not be

expression of your feelings I do respond with the Amen of

once named amongst us as becometh saints.”  Still while
we loathe al} filthiness of the flesh and spirit, and touck not
the unclean thing, lot us be very caroful that wo do not mis.
take the character of that holy service required at our hands,
nor underrate the oxtent of its claims in relation to our own
peculiar calling.

Then give me your attention ; and while we meditate
apon these things, may ar Unction from the Holy Qae de.
soend and rest upon us. May He, who out of the mouths
of very * babes and sucklinga” can * perfeet praise,” Himself
commend the words spoken this day, with & wisdem not
their own, that benefit may accrue to His Church, and ho.
nor redound to the praise of the glory of His graco! Graut
it, gracious Lord—even se for Thine own Nume's sake !

* Holiness to the Lord."—Let us first conxider what this
thing mesnoth. My brothren of tho ministry, if in the
strictness of the lotter we were reguired to be holy as God is
holy, or if, the extent of our duty commensurate with the
extent of priviloges conferred, we were bound to exhibip!

Christ,” who amongst us but would be constrained to ery
out in tho bitterness of his soul : * Enter not into jwigment
with Thy servant O Lord, for in Thy sight shall no man
living be justified 77 Yot must our conversution bo becoming
in its character ; such a conversation as is not unsuited to
the solemn propristics of our station ; such 3 conversation
as shall be conformed to the Divine Will * not only for
wrath but also for conscionce sake;® such o conversation,
in fine, as whon failing to observe tho law, shall consent to
its dewmands that they aro good. Doubtless, this holiness of
living will includo all things * aceeptablo to God and ap.
proved of men;” yet is it cssontially distinet in its nature
from the received system of morality ; it fosters and cho.
rishes all private, domestic, and social virtues, but it recog.
nizes nothing in them of inhercnt intrinsic excelleaco,~—
laying decp its foundation in a Saviour’s righfeousncss, it
kuows no other mwotive to action than the love of God in
Christ Jesus. It makes His glory the end und aim of oll jts
requiremctte, and loudly proclnims that all worke that spring
not from this source, and are not dirceted to thiv end, though
they possess the semblance of virtue, aro but forme and sha.
dows after ull; that thoy lack the very principle of life, und
cannot abide the’ just Judgmcnt of God. A work wrought
in us by the power of tho Spirit,——internal sanctification,
—will not fail bowover to show itself Lo scnse and to con.
science by many infullible proofs, and if there be a living
prineiplo within, it will work and its fruits will be manifest,
as ‘*love, joy, poace, long.suflering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, mecknoss, temperunce, against which there is no law.”
But inasmuch as these graces may be counterfeited by the
cunning crafliness of Satun—inasmuch as the apples of
Sodom fair without, but duet and ashes within, may bo pre.
sented Lo us as the fruits of the T'roe of Lifo,—and if there
havo been experienced no real hungering and thirsting af.
ter righteoisness, Lthe: eye mnny rest upon their beauties, con-
tent if only thoy be plcasant to the sight, and careless whe.
ther they be good for food,—invemuch as from the sluggish.
ness of the mind to enquire and the slowness of the heartto
believe, the amiabilitics of life may be mictaken for tho
workings of the Spirit of God, and the soul may whisper
4 Peace, Peace,” simply because, thus deceived and lulled
‘into a perfidious security, it has never examined whother
thera do cxist any grounds of cnmity between itsclf and its
Makor and Judgo. It'will therofore concern us much, if
we would ascertain whother we are Holy to the Lerd, first
totry und prove our own selves whether we be in the fuith
“~to discover what manner of Spirit we are of, nml in the
estimate of all our actionw, cver to revert to the pr mc:ptu
from which they procecd, snd never to. rest satisfied in the
work of our salvation, but in a well gtounded hopo that
God is working in us-to will and to do of His own_gopd:
plcasure. On one point indeed we can I:ardly be istaken :
—-if fruits plainly differing in their nature from those above
mentioned, those for instonee described 2s ¢ the works of
the flesh,” do show forth themselves in our lives, it is cor.
tain that we are not only “‘barren and unfruitful in the
knowledgo of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,” but liko
+ the earth which bearcth thorns and briers, nigh unto cur.
sing, whosc end is to be burned.”

+ Holincss 10 the Lord ! Without this ¢ no man shall see
God”-—shall receive any ** token for gosd,” of His prescnce
hiere, or rejoice in the unclonded light of His countenance
hercafter. To ¢ be perfecting holinees,” then—how need:
ful to every child of man ; how cepecially ncedful to them
above their fellows, who stand to minister beforo the Lord !
They eppointed to declare ** tho whole counsel of God,” and
this the very bond of union and communion between them
and the Master wliom thoy serve! * The secret of the Lord
is with them that fear Him, and He will show them His co.
venaot,” but ¢ to tho wicked, ssith God, ¢ What hast thou
1o do to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldst take my
covenant in thy mouth.” Again, * O ye priests, this com.
mandment is for yeu. If ye will not hesr and if ye will
not lay it to heart to give glory unto my namec ssith the
Lord of Hosts, I will even send e curso upon you and I will
curse your blessings.” Easential therefore to their own per.
sonal acceptar.co with God, this gracious disposition of beart
should scem to bo still further esscatial to their acceptsnco
with him, in their official capacity. as His ministering ser.
vants, and by conscquence, to the faithful end sueceesful
dischorge of the work whereunto they are called.— Not that
1 would be here understood to assert that the Spirit of God
is sirailened in His energies by tho unworthiness of tho in.
struments employed, or that the Gospel may not prove ¢‘the
power of God unto salvation,” though unhallowed lips be the
channel throvgh which the messoge is conveyed. No, the
Spirit of our God is *“ mighty in operation,” and there is an
inherent force in truth which can commend it 16 the hearts
of men under every disadvantage, andin spite of every in.
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joico, yoa and did rejoice that Christ was preached, “oven

of envy and strifo;” for the faithful exhibition of" Christ
crucified, is, under whatever circumstances, the light of the
world, and the wrath of man can be made to give glory to
God. Judas tho cast away! who shall yot say of him that
he may not have been useful in bringing souls to a know.
ledge of the trath ! and are wo not assured that ** to many
who havoe prophesiod in the nameo of tho Lord, and in His
name have done wondorful works,” it shall bo professed by
the Judgo of all that he nover knew them ? Uunder ordinury
circamstances, novortholess, and agreeably to the goneral
gchome of God's moral government,—wo arv emboldoned to
declare that it is essential to the success of the Christian Mi.

nister that he bu found Iely to the furd, tor on no other
grounds is ho worranted in cxpecting a blessing from Him
wlo can alone givo the incrense. Morcover shall it bo snid
of inen * ordained in things pertaining to Ged," and sepura.
ted to this ead that they ¢ should bear witnuss io the trath,”

that in spite of them and the practienl testimony of their
lives, the word of God does yet ** grow and prevail®—that
what would have been, nador the Divine Mmmg, the natu.

such a_ conversation . us roally * becométh -the Gospel “of [ ral result of their fuithful exortions, is bit s tribite ox.

torted from their hypocrisy and overruled to tho glory of
God! Al surcly, if wee bo the portion of the world in gone.
ral because of offencos, fearful must their portion bo who
are chiosen out of the world, if **by them the uffence cam.
cth!” Truo, as respects overy, the eanocst individoal, it s
emphetically truo of the Christian Ministor thut he stunds
not ulone j—powerful for good or for evil must his oxomplo
over prove, and in hie spiritual welfure how many important
intercsts are involved !

Iudeced, indeed, my brethren of the Ministry, much, very
much, does depend upon our consisteney of conduct ; and
** thou that teachest another, teachost thou not thysolf,” is
a chargn which if subatantiated against us, will certainly
exposs our profession of godliness to shumo and contomgpt,
and-seriously compromise the undyiog intercsts of thore
committed to our care, by strengthening the evil bisw of
their boarts, and confirming it in unbolicf, Nor is it sufli.
cient that wo bo not justly amenable to this charge; we
must not be readily suspected of such a flugrunt spostecy
from every thing that is high and holy in principle.—No
doubt we have many difficulties to contond with, ‘Thero is
in every vongregation, a prevailing duwire to diseredit tho
sincority of those who speuk in the name of the Lord : from
the carliest doys of tho Church it wus even so; for men ure
ifaturully disinclined to belicve that others cun fool strongly
the traths which they themnsclves despise, St. Paul, you
will romomber, thought it necossary again and again to ap.
peal to tho rectitude of his lifo in proof of his sincerity ;
and in an sge when the pathway of gain in the Church
(now alus! what a boaten highwny !) was scarcely tracked
and marked out,—he was contont to lubour with his own
hn'ndi, for thic supply of his ncccsvities, if thus to convince
goinsayers, that he soughl not *“ thoir's but them.” Now,
if St, Paul decmed it the wisor part thus to act, at onco to
the dispuragement of his own just cluine, and the partis)
dotriment of the Church of God, robbed of no invaluable
portion of his time ; if ho considered that it was boforo all
things necessory to tho success of his labors, to vindicato
his uprightnoes of intuntlon, and eingleness of desiro to win
souls unto Christ, and to count all othor things but Joss; it
will scarcely bo deemed inexpedient in us to tuke good hocd
to onr ways, and to make full proof of our mmulry. For
theso aro times on which wo shall find our sincerity ques.
tioned at every step.  Is it, for examplo, our own stoady
conviction, and tho honcst expreseion of our real acntiments,
that we have been separsted to our work by God the Holy
Ghost 7 Men in general will troat theso words as words of
course, os a simple decluration ihiay we are willing to em.
brace a roputable profewon. or sre rendy at maost (o sacrifice
some prospect of gom, for 8 moro pleasing gain in kind,—
L tho erodit which is attached to the profemon of = olergy. |.
man. Norcan we wonder at this,—aince it fs’ matter of
awful notoricty, that the clerical garb ia frcqucntly assumed
as that which a gentleman msy not bo ashamed to wear—
as a passport of admission to good society-—as the seemly
guise of a literary lcisure, or an eurncst of easy preforment
—assumed in fact with any intention, rather then that of
« enduring hardness” and * doing the work of an Evange.
list.” And where much of distinction or profit can hordly
be anticipated, as in the case of oursclves, the Ministers of
a Missionary Churceh, yet tho adjunctive of Reverend is, on
many accounte, an sgreeable titlo, und isat leust 8 gussen.
toe to the world, that we have reccived the advantages of a
liberal education.

Whether these considerations have liad any and what in.
fluence vpon you, is a point which rosts between God and
your own consciences. For mysolf, I frankly avow, and
bloss tho mercieas of an overruling Providence, that, in all
human probubility, had the clerical calling been other than
it is, wy education had been otherwiso ordored, snd 1 bad
not been here this day to odidress you in the namo of the
Lord Jesus. Probably, with all of us there is some alloy of
motive ; we must not then be surpriscd, if koen to detect
our_failings, men be forward to distrust our protensions,
Rather be it our nim to disaym ond to conquer this distrust,
by so living and 8o acling, that they * who ase of the con.
trary purt msy be ashaned, having no ovil thing to say of
vs.” Rather let us show, by our wslk snd conversation,
that though we may not have risen sbove the rcach of
carthly attractions, we ars not under their control; that
though malign influencce may cross our path, and impedo
us in our labor of love, they cannot divert us from it; that
though things of aensc may shake, they cannot undermine
ond subvert our integrity of purposc. Let us prove that our
intentions ere without guile—that the main study of our
lives is to give glory to God—our hearls’ best desire, that
souls may be saved—or at least lct us convince men, that
we can Jightly esteem the pleasurcs of tho world; that s sjl.
ver and gold we have none,” for sensual gratificalion and

tervening obstacle. On this account Seint Paul could re.

idle parade; that wo know no Jawful ambition distinet from
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tho advancoment of the Redecmor’s Kingdom ; and that iff
*¢ noeda be,” wo can suffer reproach for His Name.

And baving begun, lot us nover relax in this samo godiy
jeulousy over ourselves, nor forgot that if we ¢ preach Christ
Josue tho Lord,” wo proach tu adverse hoarers; and where
wo may be spared the fivry ordeal of dircot and active hos.
tility, must be preparvd to encountor the ohilling influences
of apathy and unconcorn. Indeed, this latter modo of vp-
position to the Gospol, how extensivoly prevalont in these
our duys! and what multitudes of so.styled regular and
steady ChurcAmen, who troat tho ordinance of proaching
with tho most consummato inditference! The proucher him.
solf they rogerd as one paid and rotained to delivor a cer-
tain mesvago, which hu niay bo expooted to doliver well or
ill, according to the moasure of his abnluy. or sunsc of self.
cstoem, and lovo of applause,  But as to whether by pro.
claim Aigh or low doctrines, *¢tho Gospel of God" or *ano.
ther Govpel 3 this thoy consider, w wiere accident of echool.
ing, or a matter of taste~Now itis only by such an illus.
tration of Christian faith as holiness will afford, that we
may hapo to rouss such. men into refloction, and incline
thiem to boliovo, that there is u. rcamy'ln tho dooirines which
wo pronch; that we ourselves ows what wo‘ aro to their
blussed influenco ; that while nothing olse can ‘produce a
saving transformution of heart and lifo, the truth of Ged
whien rightly rocvived, and cordially ewmbraced, cannot fuil
to producoit. Oh, then, lot us by such ananitbatation ol
the truth, commend it to cvery man's conacionco in tho mght
of God; and then, if unhappily our Gospel bo hid, it is hid
to them that aro lost—but wo havo dulivered our souls !

(T be conciuded in our next.)

CALVIN AND EPISCOPACY.
From Notes to a late Sermon by the Lovrd Bishop of Calcutia,

In the Institutes, lib. 4, ¢. 4, Calvin says opeuly, * It will
bo usuful to observo anow tho forin of the primitive Church
(votoris Ecolesin,) which will wet boforo us a kind of inoge
of the institution, Foc although the bishops of those times
published many canons, in which thoy may seem to havo
exgprossod moro than is exprassod in the holy Seripture, yet
they framod theii whole oconomy to ocsutjously in agreo.
ment with that only rulo, tho word of God, thut thore was
avidontly.in this rcspoot, scarcoly any thing. diffuront from
the word of God.” ** As wo have shown thot throo kinds
of ministors sro communded in the Scrlpturo, so the.an.
ciont Church divided all their ministers iuto three orders;
for from thc ordor of presbytors they choso soine  postorsand
toechers, the rest taking care of discipline ond morals; und
to doscons was committed tho oure of alma,’ 'lbo.o who
had tho offico of toaching, thoy called proubyton. 'I‘hew
choso out of their number onv in each city, to whom. thoy
especially gavo the titlo of bishop, lest, os it commonly
bappones, dissonsions should ariso from equality. . But the
bishop wasnot so suporior in honor and dignity as to have
absoluto rule over his colleagues (ut dominus oollogas ha.
beret), but thut offico which a consul held, proposing mattors
{0 tho sonate, collecting votes, dirocting thom by advieo,
admonition, 2xhortation ; guiding cvory. astion . by his au.
thority, und executing that which was docreed by common
consent, thut office had the bishop in_the u-ombly of the
pmbytcu » + Wo shall find that the bishops aimod at fra.
ming no othor form of governing tlne Church tlum that
which God proscribed in his word.” :

On this, tho - judicious Ilookor oblcxvea. ¢ ’l’hm much
Cslvin, being forced by tho ovidence of truth to grant, doth
yet deny tho bisliops to have boen so in suthority at tho first,
as to bear rule ovor other ministers; wherein wihnt rulo. he
doth moon, I know not. But if the bishops. woto 50 fn in
dignity above other ministers as the consuly for thoir-year
abovo othor sonators, it is as much o we rcqulto. Eccl
Polity, book vii., chap. 6.

. Culvin s1ys in_another place, ¥ lf lhoy wonld pNoent unto
us a hicrarchy, in which bishops shall so rule asthat they
refuso not to vubmit themselves to Christ, as that thoy dopond
on him ss thoir only head. and b roferred to him, &ea., &o.,
then surcly they that will not rovorently, wzt,l with the
greatest: obedicnce, submit themselvos to that lneurchy, if
any such thore should bo, I confoss there .is no scuthoma
of which they aronot worthy.” '

Agnin: * In tho mean timo,wo would nol have the sutho.
rity of the Church, or of those pastors or superintendonta to
whom the chargo of governing tho Church is.committed,
taken uwey, We confess, therefore, thut thess bishops, or
pustore, are reverontly to bo obeyed, so fur au they toach the
word of God according to their due functions.”

Once moro, sponking of tho bishops of the Church of
Rome, “ If they woro true bishops,” says bhe, * I would
yield them somo authority in this respect; not so much aw
themsolves desire, but so much aw is required for rightly or.
dering the polity of the Church.”

Further, on the subjoct of a Roman Catholic Bmhop. who
mnghl embroco the Roformation, he determines, * Thet it
isfit such anone first yenqunce his Popish powor of sa.
crificing, and profess to abstain from all the suporstitions
and defilements of the Romish religion : then, that ho labor
to purge all the Churches which belong to bis buhopnck
from their crrors and idolairy ; lastly, that his possession
and oauthority be left him, in order that the ministers under
him may duly preach God's word, as ‘bimself must also do.*

Lastly, Strype tolls us that Calvin, Bullingat. snd others,
in a letter to our Kma Edward V1., offered to make him
their defender, and to have bishops in thoir Chorchon, as
they were in England.

1n short, the Janguage of the Augshurg confmnon was
the universal sentiment of the Roformed Churehes:.* But
the bishops either force our priests to discleim and condemn
this now kind of doctrine which wo have confeased, or by
a certain new and. unhoard of kind of cruelty, put the poor
and innocent souls to doath. These are the causes which
hinder our prieats from tecmvmg thoir bishops ;-so that the

cruelty .of the bishops is the caueo why that canonioal
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