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Poetry.

THE PIMPERNEL.

The Pimpernel! the Pimpernel !
That little flower loveth the sunshine well!
It opens its breast to receive the rays,
And upward looks with adoring gaze,
‘Whilst the sun sheds down, with benignant power,
His influence to cherish the happy flower.
And the glory which lights heaven, earth, and sea,
Gilds that scarlet speck on the grassy lea.
But, ah! if a cloud shouald intervene
The sun and his worshipper between,

The petals close

Of the sensitive flower,
For well it knows
The coming shower;

It hides its head

In its grassy bed,
Then humbly patient waits awhile
Till the sun beams out with his kindly smile,
And the peasauts foretel, as the flower they pass,
"Twill rain, by the shepherd’s weather-glass,

The Christian pilgrim is like that flower;

He bows his head when the storm-clouds lour;

He closes his heart and looks within,

For sorrow he knows is the guerdon of sin,

And that as the sun withholds his ray,

So God His face will turn away

From His erring child, and this will prove

A father’s correction—a pledge of love. !

Oh! the Christian knows that the hour of woe
merey its shadow will round him throw ;

And, shrinking in silence, he owns “’tis well,”

And waits for the gleam—like the Pimpernel.

~Burng’ Magazine. M. H.
H‘(
MELANCTHON AND THE ENGLISH
REFORMATION.

CFrom Archbishop Lawrence’s Bampton Lectures.)

Escaping from a captivity, not unaptly termed the
b)’lﬁnian,"‘ the Reformers of Germany had broken
© Papa] yoke, asserted their religious independence,
*1d frameq for themselves a Creed, in contempt of
€ Lontiff'g dictates, according to the rule of reason
2 the Laws of God. When the bold philippics,
the keen sarcasm, and the solid arguments of Luther
ad 8dined him proselytes in almost every part of the
. OPIte ; when princes and peasants, the literate and
'"}tf:‘rate, alike perceived the necessity of reform, and
Tejoiced at the opportunity of it ; in a public conven-
ton of the States assembled at Augsburg,T the Pro-
tes‘_ant party exhibited that admirable confession of
their faith, which from the name of the place where
thf’ Diet was convened, has since received its appro-
Priate appellation. In imitation of this example, the
formers of our own country, with piety at least
€qual, with talents not inferior, and with discretion
Perhaps in some respects greater, not only distributed
t0 a starving multitude the food of knowledge and un-
derstanding for the short period of their own lives, but
treasured up the manna of their doctrine in the ark of
the Church for perpetual conservation.

It has often been asked, with whom did the plan of
our Articles originate, and to whom ought their actual
omposition to be attributed? After the remarks
wh‘.ch have been already made, I may probably be
Anticipated in the observation, that they are to be as-
cribed to Cranmer, who was not only officially dépu-
ted to the task on account of his rank and situation,
a“}‘e'miuemly qualified for it by his character and

!llues.i Indeed when interrogated on this very
gz:::x by his rele‘ntless persecutors, not l'ong before his
e ;fhe unequivocally avowed himself to be the an-
Ceiveq them.§ It has neverthel(fss been ?xsually. con-

“% that he derived much assistance from Ridley,
toj(:;das far as the paucity of his writings euab!es us
'8¢, seems to have excelled no less in perspicuity

< e solidity of argument, in manliness of concep-
:" than in energy of expression. Latimer likewise
¥ been considered as his coadjutor in the same un-

'e“aking. That each of these respectable bishops
bl:s Consulted on the occasion appears highly proba-

it Ridley, if an anecdote recorded of him be ac-
-6 expressly stated, that he both perused the pro-
fo":flon before its publication, and noted wany things
" 1t; that he thus consented to it, but th_ut he was
ot the author of it. The venerable Latimer, who
c*‘;d.resigned his bishopric in the reign of Henry, de=
Mg a reinstatement in it, then dwelt under the
;::)ef 0?‘ the Archbishop, by whom, for his virt.ues and
e %"ty,'gle was sincerely respected and COleR“y_ be-
ci;: < To a Divine of this description, so peculiarly
Umstanced, it is impossible to suppose a design of
On(; Importance nf)t to have been communicated ; to
o EWhO had acquired the proud title of the Apostle
°ur"8'land, who had long been Cranmer's fellow-la-
€t 1n the work of reformation, and who was capa-
'€ not only of improving it by his wisdom and expe-
¢e, but of conferring upon it an old man’s bene-
thag h But although we allow Lhis,‘ and even more
the hit h"’; although we allow. that. (,ranmcjr held in
. |S.est esteem the masculine mind of Ridley, and
ity Pfam !)ut strong sense, as well as ur.lshaken pro-
"utho ft‘atll.ner; men,.who barc? able testimony to th‘e
with t: l.llc n prosperlfy, and in adversity sealed it
ik €ir blood ; yet it a.ppezfrs.not, that from any
i °“§lless of personal inferiority, he' ever beheld
el ':’)“h an obsequious eye. He indeed ought
tensil)le be considered as the r.eal and not merely os-
ing the allt!lor of the producuofx; although col!e_ct-
the privf]entxmems of o'thers, ye_t m.all cases exercising
~ oﬂ" €ge of accepting or rejecting what_ may have
k. ered to him at pleasure, and regulating his de-
hﬁ‘ 5 b)’_a Judgment to which all with .submission
ang g, s which, matured by the most extensive reading,
ormed upon the purest principles, his adversaries
Pected and his friends revered.
20 undertaking of this nature his active mind
to have been engaged almost immediately after
ath of Henry, Although the prospect, which
"eign :)ne 8o bright at one per.iod of that Prince’s
in o’u;Wards the conclusion of it became almo.st lost
Edy, 8 and darkness; yet upon the accession of

th g
e g
hag .

‘ple:;-d’ the horizon again cleared, and the same
View, 1d scene opened, even more distinctly, to the

g peop 4 t.his_ favourable juncture, while remodelling
Publi, rlstlaplzxng the language and ceremonies of
& mati:mh‘i’» Cranmer turned his attention to the
ight i of some permanent system of faith, yvhlch
appgr;veut the diversity of opinion, otherwise to
iufu]libiﬁtended- For scarcely had the idol of Papal
tom )I’(fallen o th‘e ground, befor.e every man be=
ilhse]fiaf-e 2 God ,01 his own conceit, and to d'eem
ang ¢he E &lllbl_e_ The Arian derided the ]:j.nthusxast,
EXtol]e, nthusiast detested the Arian; while the one
) reason above Scripture, the other disregarded
tiOns,.consuhmg only secret voices and internal revela-

ad .
h ?Iiz:,ed to ancient superstitions. The depravity of
1 wag ul:)ature had been explained away by the Papist ;
Naby ﬁw .bEIIeved to be completely ideal by t}}e
ect 1? St: the assistance of divine grace had in
en deemed useless by the former ; it was now

: TOue of I,

vit, uther’s early publications was entitled “ De Cap-

ate Babylonics »
ylonica,
1 A D. 1530.
& Bog o oing to Str

5 ! ype, Cranmer received an order to prepare
rticles in

the year 1551, which, when compiled, was
: ticles thy o bishops in the same year In May 1552,

gdm."e‘) Owing September they were revised; and arranged in

fore ::d‘"d"; they received titles which had not been be-
‘}?moved, ﬁ:o them, and were considerably augmented. Thus
Ove,

2 €Y were finally returned to the Privy Couucil in

d P“blis};le;nd in the early part of the year 1553, were ratified |

§ “
bagl :;iif"’ the Catechism, the book of Articles, with the other
d“‘"g.”\;t ,wm“he“ﬂr. &e. he granted the same to be his
OX’s Martyrology.

any remained wholly, and many only in part, |

Wn up were laid before the Privy Council. |

totally denied by the latter, who supported his rea-
soning, (if reasoning it could be called) not like the
Papist by a plausible and bewildering philosophy, but
by the mere effrontery of unblushing assertion.—
Some of relaxed morals, without regard to sect or
party, engrafted upon the doctrine of God’s foreknow-
ledge the most licentious principles and most‘dism-
lute practice : others of stricter lives lost themselveg
in fruitless speculations upon the attributes and will
of the unrevealed Godhead, worshipping they knew
not what, and deifying the dark production of their
own imagination. In order therefore to check dis-
cordance and promote unanimity of sentiment, and
above all things to guard agaivst the errors of the
Church of Rome, which it was impossible to approve
without hypocrisy, or even contemplate with indiffer-
ence, it seemed important to establish an authorita-
tive standard of public opinion. Something of this
kind it was probably hoped might prevent the waver-
ing Papist from taking disgust at the incongruous
theories, which on every side presented themselves,
and the half-converted Protestant, wearied with ex-
pecting the subsidence of that deluge of doctrines,
which had inundated the Christian world, from re- |
turning to his wretched state of mental captivity.—
But upon the precise comprehension of the original
plan, at this remote period, and with such scanty ma-
terials of information, it is difficult to speak with cer-
tainty. Some circumstances however; which remain
on record, seem to prove that it was neither partial
nor limited.

At the commencement of Edward's reign it ap-
pears that Melancthon was consulted upon this inte-
resting subject. = Melancthon was then alone at
the head of the Lutherans, universally respected as
the author of their much applauded Confession; a
Reformer, whose accomplishments, temper, and ta-
lents, were the admiration of all parties, and the pe-
culiar pride of his own ; a man precisely after Cran-
mer’'s own heart, indeed the only one in a turbulent
age, who equalled if not excceded that benevolent
prelate, in mildness of disposition, and in moderation
of principle. Deeply impressed with the importance
and- necessity of the object in contemplation, he
earnestly exhorted the Archbishop (whom he directly
addressed on the occasion) to attempt an extension
of the benefit beyond the confines of the English
Church, to form a Creed adapted to the Protestant
world at large, by collecting the sentiments of pious
and learned men, and thus sanc¢tioning with high au-
thority that, which might exist among-all nations as
an illustrious testimony of the wisdom of the Refor-
mation, and become a rile of faith to posterity.

The Confession, which he had formerly drawn up,
would, he conceived, prove something of this deserip-
tion; but he wished that a few particular points had
been more explicitly stated, in order to prevent the
probability of fature altercation. Perspicuity; above
all things be recommended, anxious to have every
ambiguous expression avoided; that new dissensions
might not arise, nor the apple of discord be "thrown
among the lovers of religious controversy. If his own
assistance should be requested, he subjoined, with a
modesty which characterized his feelings, and with a
candour, which tinetared all his opinions, that he was
prepared both to hear the sentiments of other men,
and to declare his own; willing, while he attempted
to persuade, to be himself pershaded. But always, he
added, in conclusion, may the cause of truth, the
glory of God, and the welfare of the Church, prove
vietorious over every private affection and personal
partiality.

"The enldarged scheme of the liberal Melancthon
was‘not, we may suppose, disregarded or even lightly
esteemed in this country. A Congress of the kind
thus recommended Cranmer afterwards appears to
have had in view. For although not immediately,
(perhaps in consequence of the persecution, which the
Imperial measure, usually denominated the Interim,
then began to threaten,) yet shortly after, he commu-
nicated the design to the Helvetian Reformers at
Zurich and Geneva. Scarcely however was it im-
parted to them, before it was completely abandoned,
and a resolution adopted of compiling a system of
faith solely for the Church of England.

Relinquishing then the idea respecting a congress
of foreign Divines, partly perhaps on account of the
general perplexities of the times, and partly perhaps
from the obvious difficulties of the undertaking itself,
he contracted his views, atid began to frame a creed
solely for domestic purposes. But although a form of
such a nature appears to have beeti compiled almost
immediately, yet it was not fintil after a considerable
lapse of time finally arranged and published by autho-
rity.  Among other reasons, which may be assigned
for this delay, is it not possible, that one might have
been the hope of obtaining the valuable assistance of
Melancthon,” who was repeatedly invited, first in
Henry's afterwards in Edward’s reign, to fi his resi=
dence in this country? From the commencement
indeed to the conclusion of it, he seems to have been
almost continually expected in England: and while
our articles wete preparing, while first their comple-
tiony; and afterwards their publication, was deferred
from day to day, the Theological Professorship in
Cambridge was kept open apparently for the chance
of his acceptance: If it be too much to conjecture;
that the delay was solely imputable to the wish of sub-=
mitting them to his personal inspection, and of improv-
ing them by his eonsummate wisdom, the coincidence
nevertheless of the time during which they were post-
poned, with that of his much hoped for arrival here
cannot altogether escape observation. And when we
recollect that he had been particularly consulted at
the original conception of them, and that an attempt
had been made to carry his advice upon them into
effect, we may surely be justified in asserting, that
considerable importance must have been attached to
his opinions.

MUTUAL FORBEARANCE THE DUTY OF
CHURCHMEN.
(Froma Chargedelivered by the Ven. Archdeacon Sinclair. )

These remarks on the necessity of joint efforts and
mutual forbearance in one department naturally bring
me-to the subject of the Church unity in general.—
The unhappy divisions which, within the last few years
have broken out with increased bitterness, render ex-
hortations to peace on an occasion liKe the present, an
indispensible part of my duty. It would require more
time than I can now afford, and would be a needless
repetition of what you have already heard most clearly
and powerfully stated by our revered diocesan, to give
even an outline of the controversies which have arisen.
It would also be unnecessary for me to remind you that
it is only by adherence to the articles and catechism, to
the rubrics and canons of our church, that unity of doc-
trine, or uniformity of worship can be maintained; that
where the directions of the Church are clear and uneq‘}f‘
vocal, we are bound to follow them—that where lati-
tude is allowed us, we ought to use it prudently a.ﬂd
conscientiously, with a view to concord and edification
among our people, giving none offence in any thing,
that the ministry be not blamed—(2 Cor. v. 3.)

As I have no occasion to enlarge on what relates to
| doctrine, so neither will it be expected of me, before
the present auditory, to dwell upon the ordinary rules
of maintaining peace, such as not to use intemperate
or sarcastic language—not to impute evil motives—
not to charge the advocate of an opposite opinion with
conclusions which you consider logical, but which he
rejects, not to associate solely and entirely with your
| own party, and thereby receive, as well as give, en-
| couragement to exclusiveness and dogmatism—not to

{

deal in exaggerated statements and hypocritical expres-
sions, with a view to mere display and effect; thereby
blinding and perplexing the reader or hearer whom
you profess to enlighten—not to publish anonymously
what you would be ashamed or unwilling to avow—
and not to patronise publications in which these rules
of Christian discussion, these common safeguards of
Christian charity, are violated. These, my reverend
brethren, are topics long familiar to you all. There
is one rule, however, frequently overlooked, but practi-
cally important, to which I would solicit your atten-
tion. It is plain and simple. It consists merely in
not allowing yourselves to be misunderstood, and
in preventing from the first all misconception of what-
ever doctrine or statement you advance. This rule
applies more particularly to discourses from the pulpit.
Among your own congregations, above all people in
the world, it is indispensible that you should not be
misapprehended. Yet we all know how frequently
doctrines are so expressed, as almost of necessity to
mislead the hearer. The proper cautions and limita-
tions are hot given. The opposite error is not stated.
The preacher confining himself to that portion of the
truth which is immediately before him; and which he
1s eager to inculeate, forgets, in his eagerness, those
other portions which would qualify his statement, and
convey a right impression to his auditory. To the
younger clergy, in particular, admonitions upon this
subject must be applicable. To any one of my younger
brethren who has recently been admitted into the
mitistry, I should say, remember that it is very easy
to be misunderstood, and very difficult to remove a
false impression, once established. By a few unguarded
statements, you may in a few minutes; excite a prejus
dice against yourself, which your whole after life may
tiot enable you to overcome. To your surprise and

grief, you may suddenly find yourself accused of Po=|

pish or sectarian tendencies, which no disavowal on
your part, however solemn and unequivocal, will suf
fice to disprove. Walk, therefore, circumspectly.—
Let not your good be evil spoken of. Whatever
doctrine you have occasion to enforce, always state it
with the necessary qualifications and restrictions,—
Anticipate mistakes. Obviate all suspicions and false
deductions.
doctrine of baptismal regeneration, recollect that
many persons consider it adverse to spiritual religion,
tending to supersede or obscure the necessity for faith
atid penitence, and a renewal of the heart: To
prevent, therefore, all evil surmisings as to the sense
in which you hold the doctrine, show your readers that
baptismal regeneration is a doctrine according to god-
liness ; that a child, arrived at the years of discretion
must repent and believe the Gospel, otherwise his
baptismal privileges are forfeited; that in consequence
of baptism he acquires increased facilties for sanctifi-
cation, and is therefore bound, not less, but more, to
be renewed in the spirit of his mind ; and, in shert,
that it had been better for him never to have been
baptized at all, than having been baptized, to leave
the duties unperformed to which that ordinance sol-
emnly engaged him.

In like manner, if you are enlarging on the author-
ity of the Church, not only in rites and ceremonies,
bat in controversies of faith; if you happen to be
dwelling on the usefulness of ecclesiastical antiquity,
the importance of the ancient creeds and liturgies,
and on the deference due to primitive institutions,
you will be careful to distinguish between primitive
ordinances and papal innovations; between pure and
apostolical usage and medizeval corruption. You will
so express yourself as to prevent all suspicion that you
have any leaning towards that Church, against whose
errors and idolatries your own Church continually
protests, and which you yourself have in the most
solemn manner possible, renounced and abjured.

On the other hand, if' you are expatiating on the
errors and corruptions of the Church of Rome; on
the peril of idolatry, and the insufficiency of _tra.di-
tion to establish articles of faith; if you are insist:
ing on the danger of exaggerating the claims of
the ‘Church, its ministers and its ordinances, ](-.:t
me again repeat, do not suffer your good to be evil
spoken of.  Let not the most suspicious hearer in.m-
gine, that in your dread of Popery you are running
into the opposite extreme, that yon are indifferent
about Church discipline, and Charch ordinances; and
regard the Sacraments as mere outward sign.s, con-
nected only occasionally and accidentally wnh'any
spiritual grace or thing signified. Let it not be ima-
gined that your inclination is toward dlssent,. r.ather
than towards the Church of which you are a minister;
that your churchmanship is a matter of convenience;
and that you remain in its communion, not from con-
scientious prefererice of its articles and liturgy; but
from the respectability which it confers.

1 readily admit that your observance of these' caus
tions will be attended occasionally with sacrifices,
requiring for some minds ready in composition, and of
high imaginative powers, no ordinary exercise of selfs
denial. You must be prepared to lose in some
degree the praise of eloquence. You must not expect
to rise by these rules to the distinction of a party
leader. You must reckon on the mortiﬁcation. 'of
frequently sceing others of iuferior learning and ability
more noticed and*applauded. But to a rightly con-
stituted, to a religious and manly mind, popu!ar
applause and the glories of partisanship are quite
secondary things. What you desire is uscfulness
rather than notoriety. Your object is to fulfil efficiently
and faithfully the ministry you have received. Your
praise is not of men, but of God. (Rom. ii. 29.)

Such my reverend brethren is the advice I would
offer; more particularly to young and ardent mil.lds,-
upon the necessity of caution and circumspection;
even in the enforcement of truth. To all of us it
may be useful, from time to time; as now divisions and
contentions anhappily abound, to recall to mind, for
our own instruction, the various arguments for peace
and concord; which we have so frequently and so ear-
nestly urged in the course of our pastoral ministra-
tions; to consider how many sources of error and self-
deception on this point we have exposéd—how many
false pretences to apeaceableand charitable disposition
we have denounced—how perseveringly we havetraced
a contentious spirit through all its various windings
and disguises, whether of ecompliment, sarcasm, or
insinvation; how many ensnaring incitements and
Provecations to strife and rivalry we have set forth
before our hearers, as a warning—how affectionately
we have urged tpon them the irresistable ehristian
motives to a peaceable temper; the miracles of God,
the example of Christ, the graces of the Holy Spirit,
dread of punisment, hope of reward here and hereaf-
ter; the ties of the holy communion, which bind us
oot only to our Creator, but to our fellow-creatures;
not only to our Redeemer but to our fellow-sinners;
—and when we have brought together in our memories
all these accumulated arguments and motives; let
each of gs apply to his own conscience the soul-stir-
ring question of the Apostle, Thou that teachest another,
teachest thow not thyself?

I might here proceed to warn the laity against all
indulgence of that censorious temper whieh renders so
much caution and circumspection on our part neces<
sary. I might exhort them to christian charity and
moderation. I might remind them that whatever
cause of jealousy they may have discovered or imag-
ined in their minister, there is no individual in the
world who has a stronger claim on their forbearance ;
none with whom they should be more unwilling to
remain at variance; none whose explanations of what
offends them, they should receive with greater readi-
ness and cordiality.

If, for instance, you are inculcating the |

THE DUTY OF CHURCHMEN TO THE
CHURCH.

Francis E.

Undatiful; yea, unnatural were it for the child to
lift up his hand or his voice against his mother. The
Church to which we belong is Christ’s representative,
and viceregent on earth to us. We know that of her
the pure word of God is preached, and the Sacraments
are rightly administered, by a clergy holding their
succession from <the Apostles, and, therefore, we do
not doubt that the Church of England is the Church
of Christ in England—the English branch of the !
One Holy Catholic Chureh, apart from which there
cn be no safetys

How then, can any who eall themselves hef children
find cause of offience in her? Are they wiser than
she? or purer? or better? Is their judgement in-
fallible, that they set it against her's? Is their life
8o heavenly that her ordinances are of no use to them.

Perhaps some will answer that it is by no means the
sawe thiug to be offended in Christ, and to find mat-
ter: of offence in His Church. But to this I reply, if
the Church teaches as Christ teaches, then it is
Clrist’s teaching; but if she does not teach as Christ
teaches, then there can be no safety in her ¢ommunion.
But there are those who allow themselves to stay in
her communion, and who yet lift up their heel against
her;- who cutwardly are in her ranks; but assuredly
are not of her, because they are offended in her:

Such on the one hand, are those who would lotwer
her Sacraments into mere outward signs, denying their
spiritual grace; who dislike and would alter her litz
urgy ; who speak with contempt of her holy ordinan-
ces of fast and festival ; who revolt at her ceremonies
and will not tolerate the thought of reviving her an-
cient discipline. And such, on the other hand, are
those who, because she Hus lost some privileges and
some blessings which she had while yet in communion
with Rome; wotld despise her in what they call her
low estate; would cast in her teeth her loss of discipline
dnd fellowship with other branches of the Catholic
Church; and who in a Romanizing spirit; seek rather
to forget the errors and superstitions, from which she
was reformed, than to remember the inestimable bles-

(From “Sermons on the Duties o{ Daily Life,” by the Rev. |
Yaget.)

sings which have (by God's great merey; and in spite !
of our demerits) been secured to her. ‘ '

Now that both these classés of persons are in the
way, at least, to extreme petil, I must reeds express l
my belief, Depend dpon it, a man is guilty of no |
slight sin who allows his mind to become unsettled in |
its allegiance to the Church. He has made the first
step towards apostacy, though as yet he knows it not,
and probably has no suspicion of danger, so long as
e abstains from an overt act: But as has been
most truly said, “ One does not begin to fall; when the
fall becomes sensible.”  (Bp.Wilson.) ; |

Others may take what course scems right in their
own eyes, but a Churchman has no right to be offended |
in his own Church:  If the matter of offence relates to |
an article of faith, in which belief may affect salvation t
he must reflect that he is offended, ot with theChurch |
merely, but with Christ{ for the Church holds noth= |
ing to be an article of faith but what *“may be read
in, or proved by, Holy Scripture,” the inspired Word |
of God. If, on the other hand, it be a form, or cere- |
mony; or matter of discipline, then, since the Church |
has the power of déterminitig such matters; for a man |
to be offénded here, is to go altogether out of his own |
province. He is not to direct, but to obey. The
child has no authority over the parent, but the parent
over the child, = When the parent has laid down the
law, the affair is settled ; the child has no business to '
qQuestion, criticise, or dispute. The thing required, |
not being in itself unlawful, the duty of the child is,
as I have said, to obey with a willing mind. And so
it should bé with us.  Difficulties in our teligion (in=
dependent of difficulties in the evidences) must be
Teceived as a matter of faith. The religion itself
bcing proved to come from God, we must take what
We find in it without further questioning. And so,
likewise, with reference to the Church; whatever dif=
ficulties we may find in het constitution or her ordi-
Dances; so long ds what is practiced is not contrary to
the Word of God, we afe bound to obey with cheer=
fulness, and a glad surrender of our own judgements.

And I will content myself with giving you a single
reason why such a course will, in the end prove best.
It will be most conducive to your soul's health. Yook
out upon the world around you, arnd see the case of
those who find stones of stumbling, and rocks of of-
ferice (whether on this side or that) in the Church of
which they are members. They never seem to ad:
vance to any exalted height of personal holiness.—
They are sincere and in earnest, but their earnestness
and sincerity begin and end in party feeling. "Fhey
discuss, and argue; and criticise; and thereby pandet
to their own vanity; they make themselves heard and
the world, it may be admires their energy ¢+ but where
is the fruit of their exertions? Unstable as water;
they cannot excel. Whatever question agitates the
so-called religious world, excites them and they eager-
ly identify themselves with one or other set of opiniona.
And where the dutiful and humble-minded are glad to
hold their tongues and keep silence, maintaining the
even tenor of their way in the quiet discharge of daily
duties, these persons spend their lives in straining at
gnats, and swallowing camels, paying tithes of mint
and cummin, and negleeting; it is to be feared, the
Wweightier matters of the law, self-discipline; justice,
mercy, charity; and the love of God.

But let us; my brethren avoiding the snares into
which they fall, whose undisciplined minds put no
check upon their natura! wilfulness and self-confidence;
endeavour to appropriate to ourselves the blessedness
promised by our Lord in the text: * Blessed is he
whosoever shall not be offended in Me.*

~ ABUSES OF THE PAPAL SYSTEM.
(From the Rev, J. J. Blunt's History of the Reformation.)

.Nothing contributes so much to disgust the public
mind with the existing order of things as the faulty
administration of justice.  Let the people have justice
purely, Unexpensively, and expeditiously administered,
and what chiefly concerns them in the government of
a country is obtained. I crave the law,” is the de-
m?“d of any stout-hearted nation, and having gained
this object, they are at peace. Now the ancient
county-court was simple and satisfactory in its prac-
tice,—it was the natural growth of the soil; suited
to the wantg of Englishmen, and consecrated by im-'
memorial usage, The judiciary system introduced by
the pope; on the other hand, into the diocesan cotrts,
of which regcy pts from Rome and (subsequently when
the books of the civil law had been diseovered,) the
old Roman jurisprudence were the basis, was tedions,
costly, and, what was perhaps worse than all; novel.
Even of those who hiad to administer it, there were
some who did it reluctantly, strove to evade it, and
adopted the trial by jury instead of the subtleties of |
the R'Oman law; but these innovations were accounted |
heretical, anq prohibitions were issued against Grost-
head, Bishop of Lincoln, and others, who had the cou~
rage or temerity to attempt them. Still it was one
thm.g to silence, and another to satisfy. Much incon-
venience was felt by the people in consequence of “ the
law's delay,” and a proportionate desire was created
for a reformation of the system, The rolls of parlia-
ment, from Edward IIL to Henry VIIL, present nu-
merous complaints to the Commons on the difficulties
attending the probate of wills; and such there well
might be, when, in addition to the parties already

 mentioned, the bishop and the legate, each of whom ‘

| asserted his own exclusive right of probate, and refer-

red his cause to the pope, a third party stepped in,
ander the title of legatus e latere, or special legate,
who, in his turn, contested the privileges of the legatus
natus, and urged his own superior claim to the cogni-
sance of all testamentary matters. Nor were the
grievances touching property more onerous than those
which regarded domestic relationship. The regula=
tions of marriage were intricate and vexdtibus : whilst
it was maintained to be in itself a sacrament, and so
indissoluble, the prohibited degrees were studiously
multiplied, and thereby a pretence was furnished for
a dissolution; whenever it should be the pope’s plea-
sure to pronounce it:  Thus did he hold in his hands,
and determine by his legate, or by the dean of the
arches, the legate's deputy, the legitimacy of children,
and the succession of families ; separating those whom
no man had a right to put asunder, and giving his
sanction to unions which nature and Scripture forbade.

The progress of a cause; slow; of necessity, by tea-
son of the forms of the court, and the contradictiohs
of the canons, was still further and more seriously im=
peded by appeals. By these, episcopal decisions were
set at nought; and the more effectually as the court
of the arches was invested with the power of suspend-
iug the process of the ordinary till the pope's answer

should. be reccived, and often, uo doubt; till one or both

of the litigants would be ready to exclaim with King
Henry, whose divorce presents, in its seven years' de-
tails; a splendid example of the grievances tinder which
numbers of his subjects were suffering; with niote right
on their side;}—
“Tdbhor .

This dilatory sloth and tricks of Rome."

It would be a long labour,-and one, perhaps; of ho
great interest to the majority of our readers after all,
to follow out this branch of our subject in all its ex-
tent:  Suffice it; however, not to have passed over in
silence so fruitful a source of popular discontent as
abuses in the admivistration of the law—abuses which
could not fail of alienating multitudes from a church
with which they were identified. It is not, perhaps,
a circumstance les§ worthy of notice from being often
overlooked ; and whilst the more obvious evils which
clamorously demanded tedres are set forth to the full,
one which touched men in their property, their affec-
tions,—which met them in the affairs of * this work«
ing-day world”’ at every tufn;—is noticed casually, or

| not at all.

There may be those, indeed, who think that to dwell
at so much length on the secondary and more disgrace-
ful causes of the Reformation, is to detract from the
character of that great event, and to tafuish its lustre ;
but they who regard God's enemies as his instruments
will not so account of it. They will see in the course
given to those beggarly elements the same superin-
tending hand that wrought the nourishment of Jacob's
houschold out of the sin of Jacob's sonsj so that
whilst they wickedly sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites;
God mercifully made it for good; sending him before
them, by this means, to preserve them a posterity in
the earth, and to save their lives by a great deliver-
ance. They will see in it the same power at work
that shaped the cruel decree of Pharaoh for the chil-
dren to be cast into the river, into an easy provision
for bringing up Moses in the royal household, and thus

| fitting him to be the teacher and leader of Israel, by

introducing hint into all the wisdom of the Egyptians.
They will see in it the same that achieved the salva-
tion of the world itself, by Caiaphas, who declared
that it was expedient for one man to die for the peo-
ple, and by the wretches that cried; “ Crucify him!
crucify him "

CHARITY OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION.
(By Dr. Isaac Barrow:)

An honest Pagan historian saith of the Christian
profession, Nil nisi justum suadet et lene; the which is
a true, though not full character thereof. It enjoin-
eth us, that we should sincerely and tetiderly love one
another, should earnestly desire and delight in each
other’s good, should heartily sympathige with all the
evils and sorrows of our brethren, should be ready to
yield them all the help and comfort we are able, being
willing to part with our substance, cur &ase, our plea-
sure, for their benefit or succour; not confining this
our charity to any sorts of men, particularly related or
affected toward us, but, in conformity to our heavenly
Father's boundless goodniess, extending it to all; that
we should mutually bear one another's burdens, and
bear with one another's infirmities; mildly resent and
freely remit all injuries; all discourtesies done ungo
usj retaining no grudge in our heart, executing no
revenge, but requiting tliem with good wishes and
good deeds. It chargeth us to be quiet and orderly
in ouf stations; diligent in our callings, veracious in
our words; upright in our dealings, observant of our
relations, obedient and respeetful toward our superiors,
meek and gentle to our inferiors; modest and lowly,
tngenuous and compliant in our conversation, candid
and bénign in our censures, innocént and inoffensive;
yea courteous and obliging, in all our behaviour to-
ward all persons. It commandeth us to root out of
our hearts all spite and rancour; all envy and maligni-
ty, all pride and haughtiness, all evil suspicion and
jealousy; to restrain our tongue from all stander; all
detraction, all reviling, all bitter and harsh language ;
to banish from our practice whatever may injure, may
hutt; may needlessly vex of trouble our neighboar.—
It engageth us to prefer the publie good before any
private convénience,before our own opinion or humour,
our credit or fame; our profit or advautage, our ease
or pleasure; rather discarding a less good from our-
selves, than depriving others of a greater. Now who
can number or estimate the benefits that spring from
the practice of these duties, either to the man that
observeth them, or to all men in common ?

O divinest Christian®charity,—what fongue can
worthily describe thy most heavenly beauty, thy in=
comparable sweetness, thy more than royal clemency
and bounty ? how nobly dost thou enlarge our minds
beyond the arrow sphere of self and private regard
into an universal care and compliance, making every
man ourself, and all concernment to be ours! How
dost thou entitle us unto, how dost thou invest us in
all the goods imaginable; dost enricl us with the
wealth; dost prefer us with the honour, dost adorn us
with the wisdonr and the virtue, dost bless us with alt
prosperity of the world, whilst all our neighbour's
good, by our rejoicing there#, becometh our own !—
How dost thou raise a manr above the reach of all
mischiefs and disasters, of all troubles and griefs;
since nothing can disturb or discompose that soul,
wherein thou dost constantly reside, and absolutely
reign! how easily dost thou; without pain or hazard,
without drawing blood or striking stroke; render him
that enjoyeth thee an absolute conqueror over all his
foes, triumphant over all injuries without, and all

| passions within; for that he can have no enemy, who

will be a friend to all, and nothing is able tocross him,
who is disposed to take every thing well! how socia<
ble, how secure, how pleasant a life might we lead
under thy kindly governance! what numberless sor-
rows and troubles, fears and suspicions, cares and dis-
tractions of mind at home, what fumults and tragedies
abroad, might be prevented, if we would but hearken
to thy mild suggestions ! what a paradise would this
world then become, in comparison to what it now isy
where thy good precepts and advices being neglected,
uncharitable passions and unjust desires are predomi=
nant! how excellent then is that doctrine, which
brought thee down from heaven, and would but men
embrace thee, the peace and joy of heaven with thee!

PAY YOUR DEBTS.
(From the Charleston Observer. )

Mf. Editor,—The following remarks, from a North-
ern paper, are, I thiuk, very appropriate to ourselves;
and as this is a subject ou which it is very difficult for
Ministers to preach plaiuly; without preaching person-
ally, I hope you will give it an insertion, and ask every
reader of your paper to read it; to pray over it, and to
ask, “Is it IP”

“‘Religion that do€s not make a mari honest is good
for nothing.  If a man professes to be a Christian and
defrauds his neighbor, that man’s religion is vain.
| And he is dishonest who withholds from another that
- which is his due, whet it is in his power to pay it.

We, i this country, have acquired a bad npame
dbroad for our State repudiations, but it is not this of
| which we wish to speak just iow. Itis of the laxness,
Jl not to call it by a harsher name, of many professors of
teligion, who seldomi or néver pay their debts until
* after being called upon dgdin and again, and perhaps
finally threatened with 4 suit at law. ‘There are sonse
such men in almost every community.

We have one of these men now in our eye. He is
a very amiable; éasy man; who never wishes to quariel
with his neighbours, and is always willing to do them
a favor when they are in want of help.  Bat he never
pays his debts, if he cafi avoid it: His bills at the

eats, or the raiment he wears, are unpaid, and he feels
not the least compunictions of conscience on the subs
Ject.  He prays ia his family; and in the social meets
ing; and some people think that he may be a Christian;
but men of the world say that if he would be honest;
they woiild have a better opinion of His religion,

We see another debtor. He has no objections td
Hiying any thing that he tan get upon trust; he will
even subscribe for a religious newspaper, or a new
editioti of thie Bible, and makes loud professions of
his willingness to aid this object and that, but when
called on to pay his subscription, he is unfortunately
Jjust then out of money, he will certainly pay it in a
few days; but he is no mote ready & mbuth afterwards
than he was before, and he never intends to pay. Heé
pretends, nevertheless, to be a piotis man, but hé
deceives very few.

Just now, we see another man of this dlways-owing
and never-paying class.  Some time ago, he contracted
a heavy debt, and he bas never seen the timé when he
could pay the whole of it at once: and, therefore, hé
has paid nove of it. His income has been such that
he might, with a little economy and much sélf-denial
Have paid a part of the debt every year, and by this
time have extinguished it; but his conscience does
not seem to trouble him at all, although he Zives onl
that which does not belong to him:

Men may sophisticate as they please; they cart
never make it right, and all the Bankrupt laws in the
universe can never muke it 7ight for them to neglect
to pay their debts. There is six in this neglect ad
clear, and as deserving chutch discipline, as in stealing
or false sweafing. He who viblates his promise to
pay; or withholds the pagment of a debt, when it id
within his power fo mieet his engagément; ought to bé
made to feel that in the sight of God and of all honest
men, he is a swindler:  Religion may be a very coms
fortable cloak under which to hide; but if religion
does not make a man ‘deal justly,' it id not worth
having.

But what shall a poor man do who isin debt? Lef
him work bard and pay it. Deny yourself all thé
luxuries and very many of the comforts of fife; be
willing to take an bumble place in society, and mortify
your pride; in dress and style of living be as simplé
and economical as possible; if necessary, live on bread
and water, and labor diligently, until you satisfy the
demands of your last creditor; but never lay up o
cent of money; or spend a tent needlessly; while youl.
owe it to anothet. We wishi that this principle could
be ingrained inito the hearts dnd conscientes; at least
of professing Christians: There is a looseness on thé
subject in the Church that is perfectly irreconcilablé
with the law of God and the maintenance of a good
reputation in the eyes of the world:

Let no man be trusted who seglecls t6 pay hid
debts. If misfortune has suddenly deprived him of
the ability to pdy; this 18 anéther thing; but if by hig
conduct e shows that hie has no disposition to meet
his engagements; éspecially smiall debts, let him not bé
trusted. He that is unjust in a little; will be unjust
in nruch. He who defrauds, will steal, and ‘thewe ig
scarcely any difference between stedling and wilfully
neglecting to discharge a debt.”

THE PRINCIPLES OF THE DEMAGOGUE:
(From Dryden’s Postséript to Pére Maimbourg's History
of the League.)

Bellarmine was himself a preacher for the Ledigiié
in Patis, during the rebellion there in the reign of

King Henry the Foutth: Some of his principles aré
these following ¢

“In the kingdoms of men, the power of the King ig
from the people; because the people make the King."!
Observing that he says, “in the kingdoms of meu,"‘
there is no doubt but he restrains this prineiple to the
subordination of the Pope; for his Holiness in that
rebellion was declared Protector of the Leagaé: So
that the Pope first excommunicates €which is the out<
lawry of the Church,) and by virtue of this excommu-~
nication the people are left to their own natural liberty,
and may without farther process from Rome depose
him.

Accordingly you $ee it practised in the same in<
stance.  Pope Sixtus first thunderstrack King Henry
the Third; and the King of Navarre; then the Sor-
bonne make decrees that they have successively for<
feited the crown; the Parliament verifies these de-
crees, and the Pope is petitioned to confirm the sensé
of the nation; that is; of the rebels;

But I have related this too favourably for Bellar-
mine; for we hear him in another place positively
affirming it as matter of faith; “ I any Christian prince
shall depart from the Catholick religion, and shall
withdraw others from it, he immediately forfeits alk
power and dignity, even before the Pope has pro-
nounced sentenée on him; and his subjects, in case
they have power to do it; may and ought to cast out
such an heretic from bis sovereignty over Christians.”

Now consonant to this is Buchanan’s principle, that
““the people may confer the government on whom they
please” { and the maxim of Kuox, * that if Princes be
tyrants againsg God and his trath, their subjects are
released from their oath of obedience.”” And Good-
man’s, that “ when Magistrates cease to do their du-
ties, God gives the sword into the people’s hands :
evil Princes ought to be deposed by inferior magis-
trates; and a private many having an inward call, may
kill a tyrant.”

"Tis the work of @ scavenget to rake together and
carry off all these dunghills; they are easy to be found
at the doors of all our sects, and all our atheistical
commonwealth’s men. And, besides, *tis a needless
labour; they are so far from disowning such positions:
that they glory in them ; and wear them like marks
of honour, as an Indian does a ring in his nose, or a
Soldanian & belt of garbage. In the mean time I ap-
peal to any impartial man, whether men of such prin<
ciples can reasonably expect any favour from the gov+

would devour.

shops of mechanics, perhaps for the food which he

ernment in which they live, and which viper-like they
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