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NATURA L HISTORY.

Frons 2V/e-', Naturai History.
TIIE TIGER.

Tus tiger lisas tise appellation et royal attachei
il for tlise saisne ressors, we presume, as thîe lie
Isonouresi with tise fitle of maiesty, usainely, as
ring strengt and rapacity, 'y vics lise spre
terrers nnd ipelalion amoisg tIse lsîhabitassts of
forest. But'turely ilis nocempiimest to royr
te appiy tise terin te sucis ravenciss and 5svý
hesats as fint upon thse notice of wvhiçtt we
ssow enterissg.

Tise figer, tisouîgîs somnewlsat less tisan tise li
ie scarcel1y inferior in strengtls; whlilst in
splendeur of isis clotising, assd iii tise generi bie;

ty b!'is tormnand appearance, le is greaily suý

i3 se gausiily attircd as tise tiger i butAvlsat
va a ansi bleody-tisirsty dispositions lie ioîscca
under tisai gayclothissg? Tho iseatsty cf he,
Aer's form and marking are losi in tie te.rr ti
his unmeasured powcer and insatieble tiîrst
blood, witis bis sîsrpassrg craft in sceking
nwaken in tise brenist. 1 ic liaeirt tise liger il-
a briglsilsiellngrîsunil, iviti transverse nircs
extrense blackLncss ; flic iiolc coat is eceedin1
rmeott and glessy, whiile the tlegance of lus for
with tlice beauty of bis adornitig, are deepiy ci
culatcd te aivaken the admnraioss et tis behol
or. If ail wilisin vrerc as fair ass ail wi'thiiit, t
figer would lie tise usosi favoririte quagirtspesi in.t
worid. But ciotlsnX, =n bis le%'oly.dciti dots, t
mesi savage dispositions in tise ivorld, bis beaî
fieil are Pcsmitles -te vusate tîeseîcves us i
trsebleas wiids lie is doomed to inhabit,. shnen
ansd dreaded b y ail, but especiaity isy man, ivi
&,one lias tise dispositicn te admire and apprecia
the beassty of tise tiger's terni and colours.

Tigers are net foune! crs tise African cendiner
but tlsey aboursd in Indiii, and are foursd in sors
parts et China; wiist irs Sium aira tisey eRi-st
se greait numbers Ilsat %w-isole villages have bei
depepulsteil by fis ir zavages, ansi ail tise cafti
dcsIro -cd. T*hey are.eaid le tie tise largestt nis
moest ?érodions in Ilindostan, %vhcre, as wcil as i
Susmatra, thcy are %vorssiipped by tise superýst
fieu& inhabitarsîts throis'gh fear; tisougis soine as
couil il ais horer rallier tisai otiservise, tu 1
dcveured lsy suds sP. creature as a -figer, wlse:
powers are cesisideresi as tisose of a divissity.

Sir S. Rtailles giver- several accounts ot ites
superstitions tearseoflIse Sumatrans ins regard 1
tise figer. Hie saysi, "1One of tise viliagers je th
vicinity of Ilenceolen fold me tisat bis faîher aut
rassdatiier wese carried cir by tiger: ; ascieti

is searceiy, a faisi.y Ilit lias net lest some oif il
inembers Ly tisen. In inany places tise inisabil
ents appear te have rcsqi.-ted tZs dominion lotis
tîgfers and talce fev jîrecauiius aninst tem
regarsing them Ls sacrcd. Tise natives lsold tii

.rrsm atsion cf seulîs, and cati the tiper the!i
tueie or grandflatlier, isper tise supposition tisa
tise seuls of their ancestois are dwalling iniftise i
gers. On tise bassks of oe of the rivers, elsove

isusdred persons ivere dcvoured by tise ti-ers in
sitsgle ycar. Whbentlisetier entersavillas. th
people prepare ride ansi trusts, ands place theu a
tise cniTalie, susppesle tsai lise tiger wsill be
îîlesd witls lii lospstalile receptiors, anîl pas
on wstisout slûiigliscuu aiy iarm."l

Lady Raffles aiso says, Il Tne coolies, ils pas.
sing tîseougi a terest, came tipen a Liger tisai ia
croucisedu upntisepat, Tley imiediaîciy stop
ped"dns addressed bsien in ternes of supplication
assurinighim tisey wre jioerpeople, carrying thi
tuan bostsr, or greait, maris iiggage, wlso ivoulsi le
very aisgry witis tiscm if tIsey diii net arrive je
time, and therefore thsiy iinploretd permission ti
pas: on quietly and iilosot moiestatiosi. Ti
tiger, beinîs tartlesi ai tîscir appearnce, gel ut
and walkeâquietly int tise sieplisof tise Ivrcsi
andi tlsy caine ors îsrfectiy satishfies tisai il was es
censequelee of tiseir petition tisai liey passed il
safety."1

Thse Sumaîras are rcirsed Ioatstempt tise des.
traction et tise tiger ÏLv tise dests oftseine et thisci
relations, tisat il liass îlevourod. Tise tiger sucke
tise bieod et if& victim : and tise nextoànight -k
cenes agaisi te carry off thse caressa int tise we1osls
te devour If. Tise natives somoetimes fasten fuis
te a ire. te prevetitis being remeved, ar'd places
vessel ef water, mnixed wif h arsenic, besides if, sc
fluet thése figer, afier sitisfyiiig itsait wilis fiesis
cone (ô drink ef tise %valt, andi is peisonesi. Ti.
sers are ciaulit aise Ins streng Érapes, like cages,
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with falling dlors, witii with tisa animais are
onticed by the lait of a goal Or a do". Otiser de-
vices are emiployed, tee, for thiscr Jlestructsess.

Hunting tise tiger in India is a.populer, Lut

dangerotiss sport. IL is ant exercise, howcver,
WIsich is ofg-reat service in tîsat country ; and, as
thec dominsiouio et £sropeans lias extessded tbert,
lise race of ligers lias rapidiy dimissished. Thse
B. Inda Company former y off"ýrrd a considerable
sum, about twrssty sillings per lsead, for very Ier Ébtia was killcd witii lisear provsnes asd
berman, of thc name of Paul, is said to lhave -kil-
led as massy ns five ligeis in osse day. Tsey are

isstdnpon elephaiits', as hsorses can ver y sedo

tie trouelît te face a figer: andi clepisants are
very mucis figlitened, hoâding Uip their lrunks in
tise air wlses tisey ajîpriacîs one of tisese dreadful
cruatures. Thie lssntcrs shsoot tise tigers trous their
seats on tice baci. of tise elepîsants. Thse sport is
'Io' always successl, as tie figer gcsscraily et-
tcrnjsts I0 conceal iinself, assd escape unscen ;
bt ,,wouîrdcd assd reused frein his lair, ise meets
lus ecemies ansd deatis %vitis great courage and
iierceisess. Tigers take immenîse Icaps, and corne
otten' witls surprising force sipon liseir enemies.
Tlsey îill soinetisuses sprîag wstls sucb force upon
the lsead oi'zn elepîsant as to'brisi if, witis ils
iders to tise grossnd, The eie iliant is generally
able te shako off tise enesrsy under bis feet; when
tise tiger is critstcd aet onîce -or receives a kick
wvîicis breaks hlai his rites, a»J drives hlen perles
twenty Pace$.

To be continued.
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