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] SNAP-SHOTS OF A4 GREAT ROMAN. By JAS. A, ELLIOTT.

“Wihy, man, he doth bestride the narrow world
Jike o Colosmus, and e petiy men
\Wallk under his huge legs, and peep about
To find ourselves dishonorable graves.”
: —Casslus.

‘The private as well as the public acts and ut.
terances of greal men possess an especial inter-
est. When glimpses of what is going on be
tind wthe scenes throw light upon the public
cercer they are not only intercsting but in-
structive, It s said that no one is a hevo to his
vilel de chambre, but the more aceurate version
runs thus; it 3s only to a valel that a $wuly
great man caw appear less than a hero. Wihile
modern jownalism and even more serious bio-
graphy thave in some instances. shown a ten-
dency to play the valet by lngering upon the
private and paltry, as though such wore ghe full
measure of the man, there is, mevertheless, a
place in history for sketehes of public men when
off duty. To Plutarch, Cicero, Suetonius, and
a few other writers, we are indebted for many
interesting snap-shots of Jultus Caesar—probably
the greatedt of Roman citiens, The life of this
distinguished personage was full of stirring in-
cidents and romance. lle figured in an age
when herole amethods were unhesitatingly adopt-
ot to readh the desired end. Each man held
dhe view that he that was not with him was
against dm, and acted aceordingly. 1f we listen
to the oncmies of Caesar we imagine that he
nuust iave been a demon.  If, on ithe other hand,
we put our irust in the pancgyries of admirers,
we know that he could wot have fullen short of
a deity. There ure not wanting, however, indica-
tiens that he ‘had some at least of the limitations
of the-inhabitants of this planet. 1ile led his
legicns from victory to victory against Gaul and
Briton; he pouted the Germams in their own
furests, and overthrew the mighty PPompey, but
he felf an casy vietim to the feminine charms
of Cleopatra. That distinguished lady seems to
have fust impressed Caesar by a clever and suc-

_cessful Tuse ito gain adwmittance to ‘his presence.
Shc roled herself up in a bale of goods and was
cerried past the unsuspeeting guards of Alexan.
dria.  The conquest was completed Ly her
bezuty, repartee, and strange philozophical lore,
1z was whispered that this friendship was vespon.
sible for the modification of the Jgyptian cam-
bign, and it is centain that :bhe famous Alexan-
drian library was destroyed by fire which orig-
inated in Caesar's  ships lying in the harbor.
From youth he was wihiat might be called 2
soclety man. He frequemted the baths, the
trysting places of Rome’s fashionable set, and
paid special attontion to his hair. Ile dressed
in a neglige fashion, but always with an eye to
the effect upon society. In later years, when
the affairs of state were resting heavily upon lus
shoulders, his dandified airs were not completely
lnid aside. Cicero, who was among the first to
recognize his powers, remarked: “When 1 sce
him adjusting his bair and seratching his head
with wne fingef}" I can hardly dmagine such a
man coneeiving so vast and fatal a design as the
destruction of the Roman Commonwealth.” That
there was courage and character bahind this
dilettanteism was abundantly shown when, at
the age of soventeed, he Hatly refused to obey
the command of the omnipotent Syla, to put
away his wife. For bthis presumptuous act he
was  proscribed and Cornelia’s  dowry con-
fiscated. While eluding the officers of the Die-
tator he was captured near the island of Phac-
macuse by pirates, then the lords of the Medi-
turanean, who set twenty talents, or mnearly
twents thousand dollars, as his ransom., e
laughed ot the ignorance of these men, for had
they kmown stheir captive thiey might have had
fifty talents. With three attendants he remained
for several avecks a prisoner among these Jaw-

less brigands, to whom murder was a trifle, con-
ducting himsel! move like master than eaptive.
fle would wrlte poems and orations and re-
heanse them to the pirates, who, if unapprecia-
tive of hiy efforts, were roundly abused for their
stepidity. M they disturbed him swhile resting
or sleeping he woukl send and order then to be
qutel, and when they espeeially exasperated him,
he threatened to crueify them.  “I'his latter
threat he made geood shortly afler he regained
i diborty. B

He was early marked as o man of extravagaut
expenditure, Before he succeeded in oblaining
any public employent- he is said to have beeu
in debt to the extent of 1,300 falenbs. He was
famons for ithe maznificence of his public enter-
teicments, whidh far outshone any that Hhad
zone before. We may guage his prodigality as
well as the quality of the public morals of Rome
from tle fact that he gained immense popularity
by exbibiling three hundrel and twenty pairs
of gladiators.  Beneath this display and ex-
penditure there Jay whe far-seeing ambition of the
man. -If he were to reach the highest place in
hiy eountry’s gift he must rceeive it af the
hands of the people, and experionce had chown
that public spectacles wer: among the veadies,
waag of reaching the popular heart., Ile fook
no pleesure in these bloody exhibitions himself,
und seemed to inculeate a higher thonght by
rending or writing while the buichorios were in
progress.

11 does not appear that Caesar made any at-
temipt ko conceal his amibition, as a few incidents
will illusbrate, On his way to assmme the gov-
erorship of Spain, a friend jokingly said to him
as they passed throvgh a little nown nestling
ameng vhe Alps: “Can there be any contentions
and rvivalyy for oflice and precedence here such as

we fnd at Rome?’ Ue ab once replied: “I had -

rather be sthe first man here thun the second
mar In Rome.”” When in Spain he occupied
some leisure Nouns reading a history of Alex-
ander the Great. Mis friends noticed that he
became very pensive, and ab lenglh completely
brcke down. "Po this wondering companionz he
said: “Do you not Whitnk I have suflicicat reason
for concarn when Alexander at my age reigned
over so many coaquered countries, and I have
not one glorious adhiovement to boast?’ Whan
a candidate for the oflice of Pontifex Maximus
hiz last wouds wo his wothcr on ghe morning of
the election were: “Mother, you will sce me this
day eithor a vietor ov an exile.” When he had
outstrippad all fis rivals, and become the first
man in the commonwealth, his restless ambition
urgeld him on {o fresh adhievements. It became
aln ost a mania with thim to swpass his own pre.
vious record.

The claims of Caesar to greatness rest upon a
variety of talents, eash one of which 15 sufiicieny
te give Jdim a permanent place in history. Iiis
aralory was praised in unwmeasured terms by the
master of public utterance. His writings are
before us, and their merits cannot be mistaken.
fliv opportunitics for statcsmanship were lim-
ited, but the left ‘his impress upon the state that
had given him its highest oflice, and lus achieve:
menty in the ficld have been the inspuration of
soldiens ever since. .

He studied oratory af Rhodes under Appel-
enius Molo, who was also Cicero’s instructor.
The latter said of Cucsar that he surpassed in
oratory those who had praclised no other art
lle was pronounced the second orabtor in Rome.
and he might have Leen the first had he not
chosan arins as a profession. Most of his writs
inge have beew lost, but his eommentaries still
remain.  Of these Cicero has said: “IFcols :ight
think to improve them, but no wise man would
try it.” s style is eloquent and foreeful in its
simplicity and divectucss. There is no attempt
at ornament, but every line retaing that subtle
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power whidh scems to bring reader and author
face to face.

N |

lle achioved his greatest fame as a soldier and.

gereral. lle was quick to deeide, cool in ae-
faon, infallible in his judgment of wmen, re-
sourceful, ready Lo expose himeeclf to the great-
est danger.  1lis most briliant military feat was
prebably the taking of the town of Alesia,  Gaul
was supposed to have been conquered, when
suddendy an uprising of almwost all the tribes
teok place undler the young and clever Vercingi-
torix. ‘Ihe town of Alesin was oceupied by about
76,000 Gallic troops, and Cacsar gave battle with
about half that number. To the dismay of the
Remans they were "soon surrounded by about
300,000 Gauls. Caesar divided his forces, part
corried on the assaull amd part fought the re-
inforcemonts. So eflcetively was the work done
that the town was laken before the parrison
know of the presence of Whelr fricuds.

There was grim humor in  thal order from
Cresar to strike at-the faces of the gayly
cquipped cavalry of Pompey. 1lle hoped that
those young cavaliers, who had no cxperience of
war or wounds, and valued highly dheir beauty,
would avoid, if possible, the pain and disfigure-
wment of wounds in the face. Dhe result was a3
expected.  Dhey turned their faces from the
speary and swords levelled ab them and soon fell
intc inextricable confusion. In amother engage-
went, when the enewy had a Lemporary advan-
taze, Caesar caught an onsign by the neck as he
was running awwy, and, turaing him round, told
hine to look hat way dor the cnomy.

The personal affection and fidelity shown by
seme df Cacsar's soldiens ave quite touehing. In
Rritain some of the advanced- guard got entan-
gled in o amovass, and were attacked by the
eremy, wiion a privato soldier, in the sight
of Caesar, ghrew himself into vhe midst of the
axailamts, and, by prodigious exerlions, .heat
off the barbarians, and rescued the meiz Aftec
this, with much diflioulty, partly by swimming,
lartly by wading; he passed U_kl\e morass, but in
passing lost his dhiekd. Cnesar and those about
him, astonished at ¢he action, ran to meet him
with demopstrations of joy, but the soldier, in

great distross, threw himself at Cuesar’s feet, and

with tears in his eyes, begged pardon for the
less of the shield. It was only by this mutual con-
fidence between eoldier and genaral that Caesar’s
achievemenits were possible.  On one occasion
there was dlight tension. ‘e Gallic war had
beer brought to a successful isue, and the sol-
diers began to murmie because they thought
they were not receiving rewands comnmensurate
with their services. ‘They went so far as to ask
for their discharge, not dreaming thalk Caesar
weuld part with them. Mueh o their ustonish-
ment e granted their request at once. In ad-
dressing them, he called Shem “fellow-citizens”’—~
no longer “fellow-sdldiers,” ‘‘comrades-in-arms,”’
as of old. This cut them to the quick. They
begred to be reinstaled. ‘They would do any-
thing he asked, and they. would follow him to
Africa or Whe world’s end if only he wuu'i ac.
cupy their services. e hesitated for some Lime
before ‘receiving them back, and then only on
the undepstanding that he would have no one
serve Tim unwillingly. The amazing nature of
Cuczar's military undectakings is thus summar.
ized by Plutareh, who says that “in less than
tea years' war in Guul he took eight hundred
citios by assault, conquered three hundred na-
tions and fought pitched battles at different times
with three million men, one milion of whom he
cut to pieces, and made another million prisoners.

His carcer as a stalesman, if messured by his
advancement in public offices, must have been
sitisfactory to himself and diis friendz. He held
the offices of chief pontiff, aecdile, questor, tri-
bune, practor, governov, consul, dictator, and,
according  to  Mark  Antony  “he  was
shice presented a kingly ecrown, which he did
tlice Tefuse.” His sympathies were with the
pepular party, and his influence was cast on the
gide of law and ovder—at least as far as that
was possible for a practiéal politician of those
-Gays. ‘The Julian laws, the publication of the
proceedings of the Semate, the correction of the
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