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" THEY RECEIVED THE WORD WITH ALL READINESS OF MIND, AND SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES DAILY, WHETHER THOSE THINGS WERE 50.—-Acts xvi, 1T, -
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TIE MORNING OF THE RESURRIEC-

: .+ -TION, B
Yo saints of God ! the Lord is come
T'o bear his.wearied people home,

Beyond the reach of cure;
Wihere guilt and sin dre terms nuknown;
he Lord is come to beir his own,
And place thens with him on his throne,

To dwell for ever there.

The resurrection morning breaks,
And each imprison’d saint awakes,
Call'd forth to life aguins -
Entranc'd a while in dumb surprise,
‘Enrth sees her shronded tenants ri..-u,-.
And wend their way to yonder skies,
Catl'd up with Christ to reign.

May | be one amidst that throng,
"' join the everlusting song

Of glory, henour, pow'r;
“That, when creation’s pillars yield,
And nature’s Lord shall be reveal’d,
11is sov'reign arm may prove my shicld

Ir. that decisive hour,

Erarnnas,

THE PURE IN HEART.

We are to inquire, First, who are the pure

n heart 1 This is not the natural state of the
heart of fallen man.- With that peint T start.
1t is needful that we have a right understand-
‘ing with each other upon that point,  since it
‘is onc frequently overlooked and much mis-
understoo%. Many seem to think that the
“heart is naturally pure - and good, full of in-
‘pocent simplicity and virtue. .H. a young
“person just escapes gross ontward sin, many
a fond mother, and sometimes a father alse,
“will speak of that child as all that is amiable
and excellant, as having a good heart, pure and
rspotless ag snow. Thus ﬂ:\ucreul: instead of
‘umbled, the youth goes forth vain and con-
“ceited, and soon manifests corrupt propensi-
‘ties and sinful lusts, rushes into \lissolute
‘company, follows vicious pleasure with
‘eagerness, and treats God and godliness: with
“ineffable contempt. It might be thought that
‘his (riends, 1 mean these whoso call them-
‘selves, would now see their error, and be
sensible that the youth’s heart was not so
very phre as they once inagined. . But no—
‘in the midst of all his folly and dissipation,
while he is becoming the slave of lust and
-sensuality, while his heart is- full of vanity
andl impurity, and his tongue pours forth wan-
‘ton and corrupting words, you'may - yet hear
‘friends,old enongh o know belter, say, Poor
dear vouth, he has his follies, it ‘is true," but
he has a good ~heart all- the while ! “The
vouth is aware that:they say.and* think' ‘this
«of him, nnil‘interpretsit'as a license _from his.
elders for liis present boutse-~that it is: what
all do at his time of lile-~and ' that il the
‘heart is good all the:while, his case. is: 0
wvery bait; ithe Wedrt i5 the “miin" thing, and
God will accept a.geod- heart, 'In.a few
years, il not cutoff in his follie rins;
it may be, to settle "dewn:into: 2 somewh:
more sober life: he finds‘that a‘mere. [regular
course of conduct is ' more decentin the eyes
of the werld, more conducive also to health;
not quite so expensive, and on the whole,
more suitable and réspectable.  Now, he re-
forms, and gives himself to- business, and
plunges inta it with his whole soul, Still he
woull retain his old error in regard (o the
gooduess and purity of the heart, e speaks
of what is past as the foibles of youth, he re-
counts his sinful follies with evident satisfac-
tion rather than pain, and would end his
recital with some such expression as this,
Well, T yet had a good heart.  And so at
resent, 1n the midst of manhood, though his
Keart is full of ambition, desire of gain, the
love of the world, and enmity against God,
yet hethinks himself «till 1 good-hearted man.
Al length old age insensibly steals on ; ¢ gray
hairs are here and there upon him,”*—surely
the mistake of a whole life will at length be
detected ;—Ah, no! still more than ever
does his heart doat upon the world, he loves
money “more heartily, and becomes more
morose, envious, peevish in hearty than ever,
vet he would still be thought a good-hearted
old man, . Thus the same mistake runs
throughext all his course~and that a “capital
and fundamental mistake—he has been wrong
in hisfiset and wain principle, imagining his
heart good and pure, when he has never even
known what il is to he pure in heart. That
he is ignorant of this, the follies of his child-
hood, the wices of his. youth, the ambition
and worldfisiess of his manhood, and the self-
ish avanice of “his old age, have all combined
to prove. - What fills and sways his heart
thronghout is the world, and things of sense—
not God, or the things of Gads The thought,
to which he clings even in his last sickness,
as ministers often see with paing his fondest,
dearest thought, that whatever he has been,
and whatever he has done, he had yet a good
and pure heart withal, is directly opposed to
the testimony of trith in the oracles of God.
-Losk at man'as deserined by God wnder ‘any
d:ispensation sinee the fally and produce’ me
one clear testimony that -man’s heart “is na-
turalty | good - and “pure.  Look: béfore the
flood, in" those days " of primitive. simplicity,
* the golden days of poetry -and ‘fancy ,—what
- was the heart of man then 27 ¢« God saw that
“the wickeduess of mnirwas: great in the
- cearthy and-that - every imagination ' of” the
» thoughts of his heart was only: evil canti-
nually 2t The: flood : subsides, - aird only
Noal and his fainily: survive=~yet the flood
- itsell had not washed away ‘the’ natural -cor-
s ruption’of thiéhuman heit— for' immediately
_Alter, this is'God’s renewed ‘tcxslilxnolll‘x",'_‘“'ll{c
- imagination of man’s heart is “evil’ from - his

Coyouth?t livery ane familiar with 'the higs [

" lory i from - the' deluge. to “Maoses, ‘and - from

‘Moses to. David, needs not fo be -informad? of |

S, | wise andpolisheil  nutions i the - heathe
{Lavarld. “No - heart” then :is naturally :pure.

the desperate corruption of the human heart
displayed at those periods even in the most
favoured people upon earth. [low patheti-
cally does Jehovah lament the fact: «OQ
that there were such a heart “in them, that
they would fear me, and keep all my com-
mandments always, that it might be well
with ‘them, and  with their children for
ever * But I mentioned David :. surely
he, the man after God’s own leart, if any,
was pure in heart. * Listen to his.own con-
fession and prayer, ¢ Behold, [ was shapen in
iniquity,and in sin did my mother conceive
me.?*t ¢ Create in me a clean hearl, O Goil,
and renew a right spirit within me.”t  The
testimony of the inspired author of Eeclesi-
astes 15 most express: ¢ The heart of the
sons of men is full of evil, and madness i3 in
their heart while they live, and after that
they go down lo the dead.””§ The holy pro-
phels seem to have been taught of God to en-
tertain no better opinion of the native purity
of the human heart.  Ezekiel calls it a stony
heart: Jeremiah describes it as a rebellious
heart, an uncircumcised heart, a heart de=
ceitlul above all things, and desperately
wicked! And as for the New Testament,
the very language of ils covenant proceeds
upon the fact of the native corruption of the
heart of man. ¢ VFor this is the covenant
that T'will make with the house of Israel after
those days, saith the Lord: [ will put my
laws irto their mind, and write them in their
hearts :?—then, I infer, God’s laws were
not there hefore; and if his laws were not
there, the laws of sin, of corruption, of law-
less disohedience, were governing'the heart:
and then the heart was not pure.  OQur Lord’s
testimony, as given by St. Matthew, has
heen referred to. T repeat it, as recorded by
St. Mark, for every word bears strong les-
timony on our present point. ¢ That which
cometh out of the man, that defifeth the man,
For from within, out of .the heart of man,
praceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornicatiohs,
murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness,
deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphe-
my, pride, foolishness : all these evil things
come from within and defile the man.?**
What man, who wishes not to deceive him-
self, can hear that passage, and then lay his
hand upon his heart, and look up to the
heart-searching God, and say, This. heart is
and has ever been a pure heart? - Surely our
first point is settled, namely, that the pure in
heart‘are not men in their natural state. . If
these. testimonies from:Scripture in rezard: to
tlie heart of all men in general, and_of God’s
most favonred - people  in - particular, -have
failéd to.convinee you, I will not pollate your
‘ears with proofs, which “might:be multiplied
without” end: fromn’ heathen: authars, < which
‘would:show (he*desperate depravity, the: laz
mentable wantiof moralijurity the licentions=
ness: aidd grossness < of -abominations, which
prevailed in the: hearts; of: men” of the; most
shed =& - heathen.

“This'is the firs ‘point which.” L desire to press
upon yourdecpest convictions. . This is what
parents should téach'and urge upon children,
and what we should all teach and urge  upon
ourselves, that every heart is: naturally any
thing but pure in the sight of Him, who is of
purer eyes than to behold iniquity with com-
placency or satisfaction. Young people, let
me ask, nay, all of you ask yourselves, Have
you thonght of this? have you understood
and feltit 7 that you have a heart naturally
prone to vanity, folly, pride, lust, and siny in
all its forms 7 that the seeds of every sin are
plentifully sown in every heart by corrupt
nature 7 and that, with the heartin that state,
you can never see God, or heaven, or glory ?
My dear hearers, it is no pleasure for me to
tell you these solemn truths so plainly. It
were more pleasant, perhaps, to speak smooth
things, to compliment all, and to displense
none ; but I come to you with the lestimony
of God in {he whole tenour of Seripture,
which. testimeny is confirmed by all expe-
rience, and then T tell yon as plainly, as
faithfully, yet, L hope, also as affectionalely
as [ can, that not one of you has been by na-
{ure pure in heart. .
But I have a Second point, for which I
wonld hope you are now prepaved.  Youmay
be made pure in heart. Some, yea, let me
hope, many of you know and understand by
your own happy expericnce this blessed truth,
that the heart may be made pure, that though
so defiled, it may yet be cleansed, ¢ Wash
me,* said David, ¢ and T shall be whiter
than snow.”?tt There is a fountain opened
for sin and for uncleanness.if - And here,
brethren, 1 confessto vou with the plainness
which ['wish to mark this discourse, that [
know of nothing but the blood of Jesus Christ
which can make your heart or_mine pure, 1
mean, pure in the sight of God, with whom
in the matters of the heart and soul we chiefly
have to do. " And [ might offer this sin_g]c
proof.  God has given his pure and holy - Son
fa"die for sinners, even to shed his biood for
their sakes, and has declared, that ¢ without
shedding of blood there is no vemission” of
sins.§§ . And-when it is asked, what blood is
meant ? he tells us, nol the hlood of hulls,: or
of goals, but ¢¢ the blood of .Jesus Christ his
Son cleanseth us from all sin 7l then, noth-
ing else can;  God would surely have spared
his own Son if any other sacrifice could atone
forsin, or any.other blood thin Tis wash away
its poltution.. When a king gives his own
500 as a ransom, vou may he sure that one of
his nobles. or inferior - snbjects  wonld- not
suflice.  Faels also fully prove the adequacy
of this onc only remedy and means' of purifi-
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cation.  In every age itis fuund a true say-
inghy.many, that the blood of Jesus Christ
pussesses this cleansing virliie ; ithas cleans-
ed a countless multitude ; it has wrought
moral wonders in whal seemed desperate
cases ; it has made the imjure chaste, the
drunkard sober, the covetous liberal, the lover
of pleasure a lover of Godi - Whatever be
your sin, however it has been your tyrant,
and for however long, if yoir will but” have
recourse lo this blood of ‘Jesus Christ, you
shall be made pure from its guilt, and pure
from its polluting influence 3 the tyrant shall
receive a death-blow, his strong hold shall be
undermined, a stronger than he shall over-
cotne this strong man.  If you had been, up
to this hour, a man of the iorld, a man of
pleasure, a man whose heart has not heen
right with God, only despise not this serip-
tural doctrine of the blood of Jesus Christ
cleansing from all sin, but use it as offered of
God, and you shall hecome a new creature in
Christ Jesus. -But there mustbe fuith.  The
work indeed is God’s, because He gave the
Saviour, and f1e by his Holy -Spirit applies
the blood of Christ. But God’s work does
not set aside man’s duty. God loves truth
and holiness, it is man’s duty to love it also.
God turns the heart.* It is the sinner’s duty
to obey the call: <« Turn ye, turn ye from
your evil ways; for why will ye die?’t

man’s duty at each step is plain and "evident.
So here it is God’s to purify the heart by the
blood of Jesus Christ : it is man’s duty fo ex-
ercise faith in that blood. Observe the words
of 8t. Peter, speaking of the conversion of the
Gentiles:  ¢¢And God, which knoweth the
hearts, bare them witness, giving them the
loly Ghost, even as he did unto us ;- and put
no difference hetween us and them, purifying
(hm'r heurls by fuith.*t  This faith'is a most
unportant principle ; youcan hever have a
pure heart without it. It is the receiving
princyple ; and if that be wanting, nething
can serve,  There is light, for instance,
around us, haw clear, how serviceahle, how
beautiful, how free to all, froi the begwar to
the king!  But there is a poor man without
the receiving principle, the yower of vision-—
all is perpetual night with him,  Music,
sweet and melodious, is heard, butit is nought
to him who has nat the receiving: facully of
hearing. . So ; with ‘the matter before us’
ther.c is a cleansing  virlne in ‘the. blood ,f
Christ; you need it: God is ready. to give
and to apply it; he offers it 16 you alls bat
one—oh | which of 1is is.the ‘man 2-=has "not
the raceiving faculty s he has'nol true faith;:
he. will “depart “uncleansed, ‘unpurified in’
heart. T know, brethren, that-people :
speakislizhtingly of faith’s ‘hit: theyi
péaple who'read and understand the
The man' who thinks ‘that he' ean
without faith all the blessings’
hich are offered only to faitl
sonably Heapect: to*he healed
‘which hie hears of orimerely

icine,

and applies,
hasno faith 7 for ¢ all men have not faith.*§
Let him desire - it, seek'it, Iahour. 'strive,
pray for it, and it will not be' withheld : sy
is the gift of God;™} and he is ready to
give that and all good gifts to them that ask
him in his Son’s name. “ Faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God. ¥
Let him hear. therefore, and read the word
of God ; Tet him meditate therein day and
night; let him compare its offers with his own
spiritual wants ; and he will find that there
is in the blood of Jesus Christ, given to pardon
and to purify, the very thing which his soul
needeth.  Then, looking at the freeness of
the promises, the compassionate character of
the Saviour, the gracious offices of the Com-~
forter, he will find faith formed within him,
and that faith will apprehend Christ, and he
will experience the delightful trath before us,
that a heart once impure, covrupt, and dead,
may be cleansed, purified, and animated into
life. Ilave you experienced this?  Then
give God the glory. It is his Spirit who has
wrought this in you. TFor his Spirit is the
Purifier of the heart, the Lord and Giver of
spiritual life, the Sanctifier of all the elect
people of God. The Holy Spirit is like the
wind, blowing indeed where it listeth, vet
purifyine the air, refreshing the carth, waft-
ine health and vigour, life and renovation,
wherever it moveth. The 1loly Spirit is
like fire, (¢ Quench nol the Spirii, 11y melt-
ing what was hard, refining what was de-
based, purifying off the dross, The Ioly
Spirit is like water, cleansing away defile-
ments, impurities, spots, and laints of sin.
¢ Wash you, make you clean.”$f ¢ Come
now, and let us reason together, saith the
Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they he
red like crimson, they shall be as wool . ¥§§—
Rev. John Hambleton, M. ., Ilinglon.

PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD.
From the 19th Homily of the Church of
: © England.

Now, to entreat of that question, whether
we ought to pray for them that are departed
out of this world, or no.. Wherein, if we will
cleave only unto the word of God; then mnst
we needs grant, that we have no. command-
ment so to do. . For the Seripture doth: ac<
knowledge but two places after this life ; the
one proper to - the ‘elect and  blessed of God,
the other to the reprobate and damned souls;
as may be ivell ‘gathered by the parablesof
Lazarus and - the rich many which place St.
Augustine . expounding,- suith in this wise:
* Jer xxxt I8 Tam v 21 0 00
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God gives the seed, the rain, the harvests

notil CINEE.
.| one.needet!

1.lo'be saved

ich : v..sees,iof  keeps!
as,it'may be, he-does his” Bible, in"a " closet’
out of sight, but never takes in hand, or nses,
What then is'a man to do" who

That which Abraliam speaketh unto the tich
man in TLuke's Gospel—namely, that the just
cannot gointo those places where the wicked
are tormented—what other thing doth it sig-
nify, but only this, that the just, by reason of
God’s judgment, which may not be. revoked,
can shew no deed of mercy. in helping them,
which after this life are cast in(9 pnsnn,‘unh]
they pay the uttermost farthing! These
words, as they confound the opinion of helping
the dead by prayer, so they do clean confute
and take away the vain error of purgatory,
which is erounded upon this saying of the
Gospel, Thou shalt not depart thence, ll'lltll
thou hast paid the uttermost farthing. Now
doth St. Augustine say, that those men which
are cast into prison after this life on that con-
dition, may in no wise be holpen, though we
would help them neverso much. And why ?
Because the senience of God is unchangeable,
and cannot be revoked again. Therefore, let
us not deceive onrselves, thinking that either
we may help other, or other may help us by
their good and charitable prayers in time to
come. For. as the Preacher saith, Wheu
the tree falleth, whether it be toward the
south or toward the north, in what place soe-
ver the tree falleth, there it lieth ; meaning
thereby, that every meorfal man dieth either
in the state of salvation or damnation: ac-
cording asthe words of the Tvangelist John'
do also plainly imyport, saging, fe that be-
lieveth on the Son of God hath eternal life ;
but he that believeth not on the Son shall ne-
ver see life, hut the wrath of God abideth
upon him. _
Where is then the third place which they
call purgatorv 2. Or where shall our-prayers
help and profitthe dead 2 St. Augustine doth
only acknnwledee two places after this life,
heaven and hell, As for the third place, he
dath plainlv deny that there is such tobe
found in all Seripture.  Chrysostom is also of
the same mind, that unless we wash away our
sing in this present world, we shall find no
comfort afterward. And St Cyprian saith,
that, after death, repentance and sorrow of
pain shall be without fruits weeping alsoshail
he in vain, and prayershall he to no purpose.
Therefore he counselleth all men to make
provision for themseives while they may, be-
cause, when they are once departed out of this
life, there is no place for repentance, nor yet
for satisfaction. =~ SR o
Let these and such other places be sufficient
to take away the eross error:of. purgatory out
of ‘our licads : neither let us dream ‘any more
“that the souls of the dead areany thing at all
“holpen by our prayers: hut, -as“the.Seripture’
teacheth s, let us think that the soul'of man,

Tpassing ont ‘of the’ body, goeth straightways

cither to-heaven, ot ¢lse.lo hell :_;'._w}.lcfrgpf't.h‘cﬁ

I'redemption RSt et
= The only purzafory, wherein. we must trust
‘ sithe death’and:blood of |Christ:
which if weapprehend:with.a true and stead-
fast faithy it purgeth and eleanseth us from all,
our sins, even as wellas if he was now hanz-
ing upon the cross.” Thebload of Christ, saith
St. John, hath cleansed us from all sin.” The
blood of Christ, saith. 8t. Paul, hath purged
our consciences from dead works, lo serve the
living God.  Also in another place he saith,
We be sanctified and made holy by the offer-
ing up of the body of Jesus Christ done
once for all.  Yea, he addeth wore, saying,
with the one oblation of his blessed baldy and
: precious blood, hie hath made perfect for ever
and ever, all them that are sanctified.  This
then is that purgatory, wherein all Christian
men must put their whole trust and confi-
dence ; nothing doubling, butif they truly
repent them of their sins, and die in perfect
faith, that then they shall forthwith pass from
death to life. 11 this kind of purgatory will
notserve them, let them never hope to be re-
leased by other men’s prayers, though they
should continue therein unto the world’s end.
He that cannot be saved by Christ’s blood,
how shall he look to he delivered by man’s
intercessions 7 Hath (God more respect to
man on earth, than he hath to Christ in hea-
ven? Ifany man sin, saith St. John, we
have an Advocate with the Father, even
Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the
ropitiation for our sins.  But we must take
Lned that we call upon this Advecate, while
we have space given us in this life; lest,
when we are once dead, there be no hope of
salvation left nnto ns,  For, as every man
sleepeth with his own cause, so every man
shall rise again with his own cause. Anl
look, in what state he dieth, in the same
state heshall be also judged, whether it be to
salvation or damnation,

THE CLAPHAM SECT.

In the last number of the Rdinburgh Review,
July 1844, we find an article with the above
title—¢¢ (he Clapham Seet.”  Itis more than
probable that 99 out of 100 readers would be
at a'loss to discover in the title, any clue to
the subject matter of the article; buta few
words explain it.  Henry Thornton, William

Christian men of the last generation, happened
to reside on the vilia-cinctured common of
Clapham.  They lived wuch together, en-
joyed much Christian intercourse with each
other, and at their houses men like-minded
according to Christ Jesus, from varions parts

religious objects. At Clapham  Common the
Bible Sociely and other; societies were “first
planned by these eminent men of God. Hence
the title, * the Clapham Sect.”? .

We hear of ¢ signs of the times,;*? and it is
the habit of; many to indulge in the supposi-
tion that there can be no_ ¥ signs of ‘times,*
except such as are unfavourable j:butin this
mtic‘le,' as it strikes us, we have such a.¢ sign
of the times? as ought to call forth the most
< abimdant thanksgiving.do. Ged:3? for. wha
could have anlicipaled ‘such a change of
public opinion in favourof evangelical truth?

| speech

Wilberforce, and several. other eminentlv|.
’ A

of the country, used to meet and consult about |

Had we been informed, that in’ the Jast
number of the Edinburgh Review there’ &as,
a long article entitled, « the Clapham Sect,”
and that the subject ‘of the article was . thé
religious opinions of  Wilberforce, Thornloen,
Lord Teignmnonth, Charles’ Simeon, Henry
Martyn, and -others of the same. prineiples;
we should cerfainly have anticipated ridicnle
and censure- of the strongest kind. - But,
thanks he to God! the very reverse is most
remarkably the fact. A litlle good-natured
wit there may be abont the weakness of some
of these good men, and some passages lead us
to fear, that the writer of the article is- not
himself under the influence of the truths on
which they lived : hut terms of higher com-
mendation ‘of men whom God delighted to
honour, are not to be found in any memoirs
written by their mosi enthusiastic admirers.

We regard the article in question as one of
the most remarkable publications of the
present day, and we caunol conceive
that the university of Cambridge should
not be benefitted by tie following too-
well-merited reproof. Speaking of evan-
gelical religion, the writer calls it—¢ that
siience for the diffusion of which the halls and
colleges of thut learned wmiversily had been
almost exclusively founded—the only  science
which  Camhridge  neglecled, and  which
Cranies Siseox faught ¥—Dublin Christion
Journal,

. L] . .

Of Henry Thornton, the reviewer says
“ Ilaving inherited an estate, which though
not splendid, was-enough for the support of
his commercial credit, he adjudged that it
ought never to be increased by accumulation,
nor diminished by sumptuousness; and he
lived and died in the rigid practice’ of this
decision. Tn the division of his income be-
tween himself and the poor, the share he
originally assigned to them was near]]y sin-
scvenths of the whole ; and as appeared after
his death, from accounts kept with the most
minute rommercial accuracy, the amount ex-
peaded by him in one of his earlier years, for
the relief of distress, considerably exceeded
nine thousand pounds. When he had become
the head of a family, he reviewed this decree,
and thenceforward regarded himself as trus-
tee for the miserable, to the extent only of
one-third of his whole expenditures  The
same faithful record showed, that the smallest
annual-payment-ever paid ‘by. him on this
‘account - amounted to two..thousand - pounds.
As a-legislator; he had  condemned the wn- .-
equal pressure of the direct taxes'on the rich
and poor ;-but “instead of solacing his defeat ™
with ' the -narcotic- of virtuous indignation, .
combined with discreet parsimony, he silently
raised his own contribution’to; the level-of hi

idines of the.

a.near Kinsman’ embarl
inquiry, liow far he wa
thosesw
ative, eliang
on'his 0wn “resources’;

ness: of the casuist. /A -mercantile partner<
ship, :(many -a . year has’ passed.since the
disclosnre. could-injure or affect-any one,)
which: without his knowledge. had ohtained
from’his firm large and improvident aldvances,
hecame so hopelessly embarrassed, that their
bankruptey was pressed on him as the only
chance of averting from his own house the most
serious disasters,” He overruled the proposal
on the ground that they whose rashness had
given to their debtors an unmerited credit had
no right to call on others to divide with them
the consequent loss. To the last farthing he
therefore discharged the labilities of the
insolvents, at a cost of which his own share
exceeded twenty thousand pounds. Yel he
was then decliningin health, and the father
of nine young children, Enamoured of truth,
the living spirit of justice, he yielded the
allegiance of the heart to justice, the outwanl
form of truth. The law engraven on the
tablet of his conseience, and executed by the
ministr{' of his affections. was sirictly inter-
preted by his reason as the supreme earthly
Judge. Whatever might be his topic, or what-
ever his employment, he never laid aside the
ermine.

% His piety was reserved and unobtrusive,
Like the life blood, throbbing in every pulse
and visiting every fibre, it was the latent
though perennial source of his mental health
and energy. '

“ A peace, perfect and unbroken, seemed
to possess him. His tribute of pain and sor-
row was paid with-a submission so tranquil,
as sometimes fo assume the appearance of a
morbid insensibility. But his affec tions, un-
impaired by lawless indulgence. and constant
to their proper objects, were subject to a con-
trol to be acquired by no feebler, discipline.
Ils from without assailed him, not as the
gloomy ministers of vengeance, hnt as the
necessary exercise of virtues not -otherwise
to be called into activity. . They came as the
salutary lessons of a father, not as the penal
inflictions of ajudge.”?

WEIGHED IN THE BALANCES, ©
Thou art weighed in the balanee, and art
found wanting.’* (Relshazzar, in Danien'v.,
27.) - tn the night of that:very day when-he -
profaned the holy vessels of  the Temple, in
rioting in this feast of impiely, and praised
the goils of gold and of silver, of brass, of iron,
ofwood and of slone, the livingand the trie’ "
God called him' toan awful account.” He: "
weighed him in the balances of rightéousness ;
and the wicked king of the Chaldeans lost, at . .
one and the same moment, his kingdom, his -

life, and his soul. B .

My-dear hearers, the balances in ‘whichwe
must be weighed, are already prepared. : The
hand of the Lord bimsell will hold the scales! .
and 'the word of truth instructs ns how the,:

us’judge ourselves. . There niay he those pres

sent, whose - love. is-the' love of iniquity, -

of the banker were unlocked by the'astute-

balanges will turn.as to many’a charagter, Lot™ 2o




