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recent meeting of the Cheshiie Chamber
of Agricultur-e the Iresident said, < the
breeding grounds and the corn produ.
eing grounds in Anericat were practi-
cally inexhaustible. le thought Lhey in
England were very inuch iii the position
in which the corns-growers were, after the
repeal of the corn-]aws." Another speak-
er thought tiat i the competition would
be niost severe and almost impossible to
resist the process by which the meat
ivas preserved ivas very inexponsive, the
supply to be drawn upon immense, and
there was every prospect of a large impor-
tation." The meeting wound up with
seme suggestions for amendments in the
conditions on which farms are loased to
tenants in England.

As regards the compeition of oui
American neiglbors, we believe we can
readily place ourselves on a. level wvith
tlhem, and perlaps surpass theim in the
general quality of cattle raised, as nuch
es some individual fancy stock breeders
in the Eastern Townships and the West
have already done. Tie provinces of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick are also well
adapted, by clinate and rich pasture
grounds, for this purpose, and if the future
of this trade becones as promnising as wo
now forecast it to be, these naturel advan-
tages vill net long remain unused.

We would urge the claims of this trade
on the attention of those of our readers
whose knowledge and habits of life fit
them practically te judge of its merits alic
successfully to purste it. The capital re-
quiied can readily be found cither here or
in the old country. Without looking too
far into the distant future, we may fied,
ene of these days, one of our staple arti-
eles of export, lumber, largely decreased.
When the forests are denuded of valuable
timber, agriculture and cattle breeding
naturally succeed ;and now that a nalet
is found, these may be developed into
monetary proportions whicî will more
than equal it. Canada lias probably, et
present, toomany merchants. We do not
vant more. This new trade opens up a
career: for «he ambitious youti of our
country; il as healthful and remunerative
an employment of thoir faculties as nny
inerchant can hope te attain. With a
trade of su.sch dimensions as this beforie
them, the Canadian farmer cf the future
may soon rival the Igentlenan farmers "
of England and the Lothians No nobler
occupation could be founcl-healthful
alike to body and mind. The wealth ac-
quired by it, as well as the labor required
on it, ill give employnent net only to
those immediately engaged, but also te
our merchants, inporters andi manufactu-
rers. and tend to leàsen, :î'e trust, the

ionotonous cry of liard times" vhich
lias lately rung from end te end of the
Dominion. Let us direct our energies
into a channel that bids fair te removene
cause, viz., a lack of production of thoso
commodities wvanted by otherand wealtlh-
ier nations. If on renarks shall serve te
rouse a feeling of this kind, whicis will
develop itself into practidal results, ve
shall have obtained our reward.

LIFE INSURANCE RETURNS.
'lie advance sheets of the Commission-

ers' r-eploit of Life Insurarice ii Ciaaa foi'
]876 iidicate, in ai.rangement and coin
plotencss of detail, a considerablo in-
provenent over' that of 1875. Statistics
are dry recinii at the very best, and lie
who prepa-es themn in such e way as te
preclude the labor of grouping, whichs is
so necessary in naking comparisons, is
doserving of universal praise.

Iii a recent number roference wvas niado
te the business of Caniadiaii, Britisli and
Anierican coipan les coiparatively, shoiv-
ing thit Caiiadian institutions have net
only well leariied froin their Aierican
compctitors but have coneiderably im-
proved on tLheir teachers ; that ivlile the
latter slov fo'r the ycar a decrcase in
preniums of $114,223, a decrease in nev
policies of 835, and a dccrease in amount
at i·isk of $2,868,700, the foimes' shoiv an
increase in these items respectively Of
$61,287,-283, and $2,691,988. The follov-
ing table shows 'the result of business
operations foi' the yeai 1876:

millu s of 1olicies, of 'ofi.
he Year. Noiw. cesNew

Candaol ......

CitiziEss

-Sun,..

C otals fo'r Caninn
Cos,for 1876

Totils for Canadiau
Cos. for IS75 ....
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10,882

768,543

107,256

Increase i-Decrezse d., i 61,287

BiTrs1i COMPA' lS.

Briton Life' ...... 1,702
Briton Medical .... 43,203
Cominiercial Umioi.... 24,513
Eýdiniburigli .......... . 24,129
Life Asso. ofS'otlaid. 137,454
Liv., London & Globe. .,528
LoIndoi & Lanicisliire. 28,559
Nortl British & aler.. 27,214
Positive uovernnent.. 1.974
Quilen .......... 12,21lttellance ........ ... 21332
Iteya ............... 30'199

Scottisl, Provideuit 7,302
Scottish Provincial ... 43,370Staindard .. . ... 144.400
S or ................ 17,01j

Totais for British
Cos for 1876 ...... 597,155

Toluls l'or liili
Cos. for 1875 ,.. ;.. 623,20 0
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s

Noue.

811,1041
3898

88
691
113

3,862

8,5798

1283

Noue.
24Nonje.

100
8

204
14

Nol

Noue.1 6170

792

:o984

2,227,9ü0
115,50
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AMJIIICAN Cou-
· lAN Es5.

.aina .......... 823,498 971 1,537,i1Ailatie 3utuai 3, 124CoIInecticutc 12.35Eqîiiliable ............. 17827 =5Globe 31utunl ......... -2172-.
Ni ......
N6ew York ... 193.285
North W'ester8 ,1 3
Phieiiix of 7 irford 4

Uiiion 31ntial.~ 2.11 89142~U,,itud S4l5e ....... 63 14 ta,22t

Totils for American, -
Cos. for 1876. 1437,012 4,191 G,740,Sî4''ei lfor A mericsi
Cos. fer 1875. 1,551.8g5 5.29 8,365,21

Tlie table ceîîtaîîîing tlle ahova figuries
shoiws aise thiat the sevel canadcituî Coni.
pallies pnià demilis duiig flia yeaisnos-
inig te $177,824, aed thaït cf t, e ,estîlcd

dlainIs, $'66,892, nloue wcl-c resistcd. 'flic(
dlaills l7eicl (iiiîg 1876 b3' flic Soî'entccîî
Blritishs coml 3iCS aggicgate $305,057, and
cf' tiiose ulnscttlcd, Ilneiîîtiiigte $] S'io
the oniy cne i'esistcd MIS Il cl:îin cf l650S
by tise Edinbui'gh Life. Alineî'icaie coin-
pllies paid dlaims Of $3067617, anid or
the $79e227 usettled, $35,00 w'e' re-
sistcd, naeey, .Eia$4,0007. Coiiiîccticut
$25,000, aeni Union Mjýutuela ,0O
the ciîainctcrs cf tiieso daim s il-o sha:ll
'lot clwecll lies-e. It mcay be î'eîicrkcd
tlet, the y'ci' ullceî' review' Saiv bOine
huIdIIII'cis cf poisons macle îîîacticaiiy
an-aie cf tiha blessiîîgs cf lira iîîssii'cicc in
î'aceiving a pu'01701tioeate sucire Of the
îîeeî'iy elle million doilais dlaims îîeii f0
the lieu-s cf the iesui'd lvlig, iny cf
theni, wouid cloubtiass noiv feel tise ccld
pieds: cf peveî-ty hl Det tha pr'udient
fether' been inducaci te listan iin tillne te
tihe ar'guments cf the îîîchîstî'ieus "acgeent.''
A gi'atifying foatuî'c cf thîe table, is siloi'îî
is the moeîcîta incrcasa cf bsîsiîîess (iii'
uiig a peiid cf siiiusu:il ccpî'essicîî, cvi-
dencing e gl'ewing ajpi'ecictiuî cf tile,,
Ccoul' scvings bamiks foi' posterity,", c1, the
paît cf tise peoplbe.
-But it is wbii i-e coule te 1-evian- t'le

table cf 'tvc'line-tedl pehicies- that tue
terrible effects cf the geîeî'al delîlession
ai-c seeîî. Tue nunîbe- cf pelicies sui'rced-
ci-ci cend alled to leilse in Caiîîcliei
OnPeiiies, foot; u 4p 2,398, or about 6 -pr

,cent, cf tue businless cf'tha yai.ý Br'itish
cemPenuies sowî about '590 l:îpsed aif
sur'îencleî'ec pelicias, aîIneîintiieg te aîbout
70 pai' cent, cf the niei buîsiness. The uc-
tuî'ns cf Amei'icen Cempailies ai- as 53-t
Incrmplete, but, as neaily as we cai
asthllîcte freoin the figabos give, the ure-
ber of pelîcieis surri'cîldei'd and ah loîvec
teo Ilse is abot t inet Caar Cent COf
the business cf tuMe yca.q 1 Ameng tlîc
cpesmpaidis cliefly cributing tea tis
last iesult tie fOllowing a e cnspic-t
ous: The untastle, atige Euitable, te


