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ie can gather' their views from their
speecies, to a re-ajluitstment of the sugar
iutiels, but it so happens that the chief
advocates of the s uarreiing interest,
and of' fhe shipping interest, wliich it is
siipposed wouild bo benefitod by an exten-
sion of lie West India trate are strohng
fiee traders in other respects and w'holly

opposed to a inational policy. Accordingly
tie protectionist party met the demand of

tho sugar-refiners, backed by the Qiebec
delegatioynith an ameniment ii favour of
a national policy. 'T'le sugar question ]as
beenî already ver'y fully discussed in ouir
colunis, and we shall therefore eudavour
o be as brief as possible in our notice of
le speeches on the suhject. The sugar-

refilurs are mîost anxious to disclimii any
losirew ev flor ptec/Won, ail they

ivant is toe f /s'ered. Unfor'rtunately
iliey arc not in aecord wtith one anothe'r.
Mr. Wood of Quebec stated thtat I wliat
lie wîttel Ns a cent a poîlad on ail
grad]es of sugar, and this ias not protOc-
tion.," Mst assriiedlv ift is not, but tihose
who have road Mr. Duîstanî's letters in this
journal are aware t hat lie is en tirely
opposed to a uniilormn ditiy oin ail grades.
Mir. Wood cannîaot uîndelstand the interest
ot the sugar-roiners, ai hie wouild never
havo mnado sticli a dieclaration. Mr.
Tlimas W'hite, altIough lie commences
lis remlarks an tie sugar duties by de-
claring on the aithority o Dundreary that

it is onc of those questions wlich no
fetlow can undeirstand' -lias really placed
the question more fairly before the public
in his lecture thtan ay of the speakers did
ai, the Board of Triado. 'lie tea and sigar
iluties stand on a diferent footing altoge-
Ilher fron the other duties establisied by
the tarifu. Neitlher of these articles aire
manufactures, cither of Cauidaa air the
Unîted States, but, to give special enieir-
aigemient to lier shipping andi lier refineries
the Inited States imposes a differential
duty ou tea imported via Canada, î' and
granits a driiiick on relined sigar ex
ported to Canada. Now the Eiropean
lovirniments caite t a specilic agreeient

ou the subject et' sigar bounties, viz., that
liey siould be met by a suriax cquivalent
to the bounty granted. Such a surtax
would entircly mcet the case of' the Cania-
diai suigar-refiners, who iad no dificilty
in carrying an their works intil the estab-
Jislieit of' the ceased boliunty in the
United States. Not long sinice the Toronito
Clobe, in tho course of' loIgtiencd renarks
on the whole subject, used fle folowing
language :

I Certain propositions may he laid dovnr
aliat will reccive genial assent:-First

that it is desirable to encourage, by al
proper neans, every class of matufactur-

ing indue îiry secoindly, thtat a direct tiade
w'ith the WVest Indies would provo a great
beniefit to the country; tlirdly, ilat lav-
ing r'egard to the importaneo Of sugar as
an articlt of geierail coiinlption in anîy
fiscai arrlngemnts, the piblic must bc
firt considerod ; and, fotu- ily, that whtile
it may nit be a violation of political
oconcomy lfor thie Governiient of' oee
country to resist by ceuiniter-aiction the
griantinig of boimss by a loreign Goveri-
ment, such tic don, as wll as any chance
in he fiscal p3icy rclatig to sugar- gei-
crally, should oInly b itakeni after' te
nîecessity lias b.en clearly and absolutely
demîonstrated.'

W'e are inelined to think tliit thenocs-
sity has been clearly and aîL-olute!ly de-
ionstrated. We need nlot, lnwevri, dis-

cuss tlie siubi' jot furt i'er. 'I'lie reimedy
frih present depressed state of the
refiiing intereis is a srtax oin sugar iii-

portd l fromn ai' y couitvy wI iuli grant
bolunties On exportations ad suchi si,
tax collld easily be 1stablished. Thc ex-
tension Of trade witli the West Inîidies is a
iwliolly differont qiestionî, ani. judging
from the reiarks of gentlein who have
gond oppori't.uiiites eof knwîiniiig better, we
shouhl be incineicd to thiik that very
great ignoraice prevails on Ile aisbjet.
'l'he resolution moved by M1r. Wood eo'
Quoboe, called f'or ef'oits to obtain IL moro
t, uniformand les s obstriuctive fiscal policy
I on the part of the British West Indies
I as applied to elic Doiinion." NoN' we
should very nuch like to be iifore d w'hat
I obsîtcLive fiscal policy " prevails in any
part of' tlie British WIs Indios. Not a
meiber of tic Board of Triade appears
to have the slightest information on the
subject, and the inteligent Secr'earvy wio
spoke soon after Mr. Wood, and wliose
piiphlet possibly led to the imtistake, was
silenît on the point. The fact is there is
no Obstructive policy in any of te Briitisli
West India Coloiies ant mioreover there
coukild bc no object iii establisling such a
policy. The staple exports of those colo.
nîies are sugar, ruai. imlaîssos, cof*eo, and
arrowroot, while ite miports are ciiefly
leod andU clothing. Th'ler'e aie nc aifac-
t's te pr'otect except sugar'. Mir. Stairs
declares that his' pelwcy ould improve
tie sle of Our diried lish," vliercas tue
very roe is the case. AlIIeady the Brit-
isi West. Indies talce all tlir drIied lislh
from us, but, inattsmtthel as Mfess'rs. Stairs &,
Dustan vant to trinsfer the manufactur
of sugar froim te 'West Ildies to Canada,
tlheir policy, by diiniitshing the niinboi
Of bands eipt1 loye d in the manuiiifacture of
suigarl in tlie WeLst Ildies, vould dimiinisi
the consumnption of boti fisi and lumtbeîr.
31r. Secretaiy Patterson, says "what the

"people of the WesI lIdies wvaited wvas
4 an honest free-traie with Canala, by
4 whici they coutld send is lhelir rii
"stigars and tiatkc our fish, luiiber and
mnufaMctures." Mr. lattersaon is still un-
der a comleloie deltsion on titis subject.
Wiat te people of the 'West lIndies nt
is a tade wvith Canada, by ihicli they
could send us sugar, alradtly meanuftac-
tioed by themslves, ii exlange lor oui
products, and not such reft'us as ouri r'e-
finîers are willing to take. We ar very
anxiouîs to cicouragg ueur ownanufac-
turcs, buit wre arc as blind as bats wien
ne consider the interosts of our neigh-
hors. The Weat fitdians are jusit as anx-
ionîs to proioto tue oiteresfL t hei'
maînuiotures as any of ouir manulactuîrers
cati be. LIt ne igiore al this,-e cooIy
ask hlie matnucturrs o' sugatr in the
West I ndies to sacrifie thlie larigo capital
iivested in thieir woei'ks uaid to retrograde
tito> prouiticers of' coicreto or meolade in
ordor' te eocourag sgar'relinrs ii C'n-
ada

We iav no oijection Vhateveri to the
appica'tion of the priini'iple adopted in,
otier casOes of maaking a difl'erctice be-
i tween the ti iy on mnufhttud articles
ready for consiumption, and 11asm raw
imateial reqiring furthr ianipulation.
Th policy ofe oneotiragiling the iportatioeî
both of rair imiaterials nidtl patrtitlly
manufactued tarticles may bc consideroed
as established, and the present sigai'
duties w'ould lie it strict accordance with
tlat policy, if' te su tax an Uo nit
Sftate reieiod weei hnposed ils it ouglit
to have been, long siice. ''lie Q.hubec
shilpping interest wroiltd ne dotîît like to
lave a subsidized line of steantors t0 the
West tIndies, but reilly wiien w'o finid a
represiitative of thalt intesit gravely
declaring that we ean sipply the Wrest
luldies vith boots anîd shoes, and tatchos,
ne are a little ashanedo ou corminercial
represenlaivres. Our readers, lioweor',
hlav liad i noughl of the sugar-refinrs
grievance, whiclh des not sceoi to have
been mutîtci beIeflted by the discussions
to wlich wre have reforred.

Ve have copied the procoedings on the
subject of the Insiolveit Act. There
secims to be a general Opinion tat the
tICt muînst be aiendced, aid w hope
that tue Minister of Justice wrill gi'O his
specil attention to the inumerouis com-
plaints of thce orking of the present law'.
It is, how'eover, vain to imagine that the
suffiîngs wilhe have ehiefly lod to comn-
paniits of tite act eau bc removed eitler
by its ainendnent or repeal 'flic re'
sident of the Board of Trado hit lie chief
blot in our coneircit system iwhen lie
said, Il credit becamte too cheap anti the


