
MY POOEPS

lîcrc's number one:
A swesb child's face, tauned brown by wind sud

Sun ;
IJnmuly curie, sud cye that flash with f un;

My first love-dram, the " sweetheart"- of muy
youth-

Ah, how I wosipped littie wiusoini Ruti1
Girls grow s0 fast 1 I amn ny fsther's son,
And $tep-aoit of my " number one."'

And n titber twd:
oh, how wc loved aud swore by ail things bie-
Bine eycs. bine skies -forever to ho truc 1
And dîd ail other foolish thingesud sweet
Whieh ioiers do-too sacred to ropoat.
Ail that je past: s gentie moueyed Jew
Io owner now of" numnher two."

And utîxuber tbree:
A vanished Summer-timne corne8 back to nie;
A country lane sud wood sud trysting-tree.
Fair Jenny Lee, that sunny Sommer-lime
Wea one swift speli of oensuons, sumptuone rhynie.

,Slcsknowu 10 faine as "'Jane Minerva Lee
On Womn's Rights "-" muy nuinber three."

And nuinber four:
Ah! letnie look mpon thiq lace once mnore-
The royal, loyal face ofU" Reine Lenore,"

Aregai Reine.thie loveliet f ail quets
We l)oth wero rnad when we were in our teens
She's roaiiy hinge, andi happy with le (lore ,
And tius tbree set4-bas 'number four."

And itunber ii-e:
Soft hunes sud shadings. whicii at once revive
Dent- memorieg of Angel Annie Clive.
Too frail for earth, too pure for mortai love,
Leath took her tîY the botter lifo, above.
S1e ste tocn any pickles woll to thrivc.
Anîd so Aic left nme-" number ive."

List. nutmber six:
These pierciug eyes ui>,y ivaudering immd transfix,
And bring me down to tboughts of Elien Dix,
Ah! Elien Dix.>pur v"'$ihful dreamas are o'or.
The '. ship " lesZet non a rocky shore,
For k now ye thal lt*s...ed Ellen Dix-
AIes for mue ibwmu*-x."

A CHESS DRAMA.

Cirounsnaces leof me early in Deceinher bo
psy a visit bo the pleasaut ciby of Lacrtnoni,
Adanso. Pleasant because of ils position, of ils
surronndinws sud the genial charater of ils
citizeus. Wapderiug slong on1e of ils suburbsn
stroes, one eieuing, I fonind myself in front of
a trangc-looking building, n ot resemhling a
cburcb, nom e ail way station, nom yeb a powder
magazine ; but a sert of compromise .betweeîî
the lest sud bbc first. Cniosiby iuduccd me to
cuber the building ; but before doiuîg en I came-
fully oxsmined my boot licols to sec that there
were no iron or steel pegs which migbt strike a
spark, Rnd then takiug off my bat with lb. moat
reverent bumility, 1 considered blut I b.d
sufflciently provided ageinet the lwo principal
dangers whicb seemed 10 threaten me.'

Opening su imuer door I1ascended s cooked
eîairwsy wilh a door t ils fot, wicb slammed
behiud me sud nearly podured a case of verbe-
brai dislocation. On ariving at tbe head of
the smaire 1 found muyscîf in a large, lofty and
dimly.lighted room, which seemed oqually well
fitted for s Suuday-scboloe a Fenian Lodgo.
About tweîve or fifteen géntiemen were either
sei.ted or'standing fiii bbc îîiddie of the room,
aud a very exciting discussioni seemed tb hi
going on at the momepl 1 entered.

I beg to rexark," sid one gentleman, who,
fron' bis dlean, neat sud nsbty appearance, i1
shaîl catI " Wasb," Ilthat ib is csmying the
joke too fer altogether, sud that 1, for one, in.
tenîd 10 potest againt---"

"Exactlv," exelaimedapotjer, wlîo from the
peueîratitig expm'--sssou of hie counitenance 1
ý,hslcdli "S-arc,' " we pîrote st againat bei ni
rfeprpseimîcil assoda. velrdat che&qpiayel'e thet
wc do not know the -différence hetweeti a tale.

Cuîensd a cbs cknii{e.""Vhy," jacUlated nune wbomili fterwardL
leatruîed wus calledIl" Hormeniemi," I lie adtuali
made nme- move aumy kiuL#npiihoatte othermisu'
king, eaeb bein& in ebeck in the other"

1W Ibis time Ï hai dmsoverf dlthat 1 wuai
the r*-ýoms- of bthe 1.ietuoni (hess iub, amis
that an engry diséussion was goiîug on i rogant
tip couic one who ball in sottie*ninner ofeudet
bbc arnoues'prpre of tho% members of the club.1
at once couchuded thet aIl tbi-s disussiomi ha(
refereno" bo ai article entiîled "lA Cheas Et
hearsal," wbich I b.d tbe day befome read in bb4
Naidanac Illustrate'd News ; sud I wu no
surrised et bbc excited itate of bbc lub, fo:
the article deacribed thein ua littho better bi
sumplltons;. whitee .wibem of il lied carefuil,

you mxiglul have ect up youm bsck as some othere
bave done. Eh!a ba!ha!bhal"

I thougbt buis s favorable opportunity tb eay'
a word, sud ventured to emark :-" If yon will
excuse me, gentlemen, for puttiug iny finger in
thie pie, 1 think 1 can tell you a fable wbicb,
very nearly illuetrates your position, sud wbich
suggeels a iode of redress for yonm grievance.
Have 1 your permission ?".

As tht-y bad ail noticed îy close attention Wo
v-bat was going ou, noue of theni seemod at al
sur prised at uuy spesking; sud «"Webo," whoi
I round was bbe presidont of tho club, cour.
teouely replied :-" We shalho glsd to hear
wbat you bave 10 say, ir, thouiglu 1do nul
promise thal your suggestion will ho adopte-d."i

'I'Nay-," 1 ssid, '1'i make no0 suggestion, butreîely relate a fable, sud leave you bo draw
your own inferences. May 1 begin at once 1"

The presidet's permission beiug given sud
the attention of bbc others secured, 1 began as
follows

"luI a pleasant vlley ini a tropical range of
imoiontalus eouewhere near tbc equator, pleasaut
froth itis situation, froin ils surroundingesud
ronithe geniai chansober of its inhabitauls, but

denced nupleasauît from itis tomrid beat, dwelt a
smaîl colony of mokeys--"2

" I'Oh!1 oh 1 I eay," exclainicd Wash, dcpne-
catiugiy, " thue is quite as bad as 'Rybar.'
Moukeye indoed! And thon you spoke of the
genial character of the inlîshitonts of bbis
vshley.Iljf1!ha!ha!" -

Wcare not disciples of Darwiu bore, I1ho g
10 observe," cbumed in'Seamc,' "1for tbougb
we have knowu miauy s ian make a monkey of
butuself, we nover kuew of s monkey being de-
veloped into a man. But excuse these inter-
ruptions, ir elmnger, sud poceed."

"I'A colouy of monkeys, " I couliuued, "whicb
led s very simple sud happy liUe. Their princi-
pal ôccnaiou wae cracking chealnuls sud re.
galing tb.rnselvos on the contents, whicli some-
limes conisted of double keu'nels. Great was
the pride sud joy of the monkey which found
one of these double kemneis, sud great the ad-
miration sud envy of lis felîow.îunkeysR. You
have probably observed, gentlemen, that these
two.lasb meuîioued feelings airnosl always ac-
oompany eacb other. However, the members of
this coiouy were in geucral on good tommes wibh
one obher; sid bbough oaci of tbemn carried a
lail behind bui, not one of thema bore tales
atainst hie neighbor. Silly chaltemiuug Ihere
was in picnty, sud mucl practical joking; but
nouglit that wus doue in unkindness of spirit.
If a monkey, in bic climbinge, failed bu reacli
'bbch top of the tre ebc othermi did uuob deride
bim, but extcnded s helping laud, sud off: a
uceful 'btail did unfold. "'

There was une old monkey, howevem, wboàe
caudal adomunent (blut i8s b ay-the tale of
bis liUe) bore no record of anylhing accom-
plished which exciled ether bbc admiration or
the cu vy of bis companions ; sud 1 muettlucre

f bell you that the powesà of a moukey is known
1by the worn sud scarred condition of hie bail, oU

which lie makes mucl use in climbiug ; sud
blut one of these monlisys was ase proud of a

r muilated bail as any hurnan batble-sosu mcd

1veteran could ho of his varions disfigureuieuîs.
This old monkey grew ired of bis condition

oU mediocmty, sud caet about bum for sorne
echeme of action or deed by which lie miglut dis-

itinguielu himself. Failing ini Ibis, it occurred
e10 liii Ibat bie miglul attain nearly the sainie
-resuit by belitbling others ; sud se lie deter.
mied tW tumu cynic by poixetinic ont sud idi.

eculing tbbc uttle fbibles sud wcaknecsee of bis
i companione. Iu this lho mel <iblu considerable

s, uccees for sorne lime ; sud gcmerlîy cxcited s
t lauglu among those whmo wcro not the direct euh.

-jects of «his jolies, -Whlch did flot ci equally
palabable ho his vitctime, lu f*ot, as Ibis old
inmoukey slyly remamked 10 a friend -:-"lb was

Vanauiuigto see bow aorne of theni laughed, -but
ýs il was stili more uumusiiug fo see how sorne of

themu didn'b lauigli."
At lest, however, wbeu mealy ail of them

.î hast paucd ltbrough bbe fine ot bis sctbing wib,
1, 1 bey lieid a cotîni-il tu cousiden lIme best meane
i of unisbiug timi'offéwîs'. After muchi voluble
I cbattering, furious aeticulation sud inany
,l frigbitfal niiaces, it was, bowevcr, stili unide-

,~ddwhat-aotion sbouid lac taken ; when one
e 'f thîeir nuuber, au "'odîi-felloiv" in is wa

t proposed thbat they.- shouul 'boun ce' tbe0

nr uuonkey afber tbc mont appmovod *styîe. The
11 wbolst assoblaà!e 'b)oneed' wilb deliglul at the
,y ides, sud bbe proposai was received with Uantie
ýd acclamnationse sud adopted uiuasimously. It
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In vain the old fellow tried to escape his
persecutora by dodging about among the trees.
If ho climbed to the top of a high tree, a score
of his enernies were after him in a trice; and if
then hoe sprang into an adJnining tree, it seemcd
to b. alive with monkeys. Once he crawled
into a hollow treo, but they threw in such nnm-
bers of atones that hie was glad to seramble out
again. Sev.eral times ho'- showed fight, and
though he recovered an ear for an car, and a toc
for a toe, yet the odds against him were
altogether too heavy. In short there was no
essape from his enonies ; sud, bruised, bitten,
torm, scratched and half-flayed, in utter des-
peration ho junaipcd into a deep part of the
stream which flowed through the valley, dived
to the bottom and held on to a jagged rock
until death rcleased hini from hies enferings.
Thus miserably perished one who had beea aa
respected member of hie tribe ; and who, but
for an unfortunate ambition to distinguieh hini-
self, miglit etili have enýjoyed the esteeni of hie
fellow-creatures. The moral of my story, gen-
tlemen, is too plain to requime notice ; and the
suggestion it offers to you is equally plain.
Your action, of course, will be modified by the
difference in the circumatances and in the char-
acter of the o."

1"lI should think so indeed," exclaimed Wash,
who slways seemed to get the floor fimt, I
should not like to bite off both of a man's le
ears. Ha ! Ha! Ha!

"The drift of your suggestion," quietly re-
markcd Weho, "is, of course, that our fiend
Rybar should ho heavily sat upon."-

Here half-a-dozen members of the club sprang
to their feet, and ahl endeavoured to speak at
once, creating a perfect babel of voices ; while
the president rapped on the table and vainly
calld-" Order, order." The excitement ran
high, and 1 began to fear that serious trouble
would follow my ah interferenco ; but at length
quiet was restored, and some one was endeavour-
ing to train hies ideas mbt intelligible form,
when footsteps were heard on the stairs, and a
tait, handsoine and dignified looking gentleman
entemed the room snd advanced to the excited
group with an expression of surprise on hie
benigu countenance. 31y nearoat neiglibour
leaned over toward nue snd, regardiesa of grami-
mer, hastily whispered, Ilthat's him."

1 lookod with astosishineat the noble
fignme'befome me, unable, to coursive that ho
could have been the author of the article which
had appeared in the Vaidanac News ; but when
I noticed the foerce expression on the counten-
ances of those around me I was compelled to be.
lieve thax, it was oven so ; aud again the samne
dreadful niisgivings as to the result of my inter-
ference took possession of me. Watchiug my
opportnnity 1 quietly sneaked down the tairs
and outinto the street. Scamcely had Ireached
the foot of the stairs, however, when 1 heard
loud voices above, follnwed by a rush of foot, a
ecuffling »ound, the crash of table.% overturned,
chairs bkrown about, yells, oaths and shouts of
IIhelp," Ilpolice," Il po.lice,"----or was it not
aIl imugination, s phantasy of the brain, the
resuit of iny overwrought feelings in descibing
the unhiappy fate of the poor old monkey 1
Surely these dreadful sounda could not ho realt
1 shnddered as 1 thouglit of that venerable old
gentleman at the mercy of the angry mon 1lhad
just left ; uid egain niy heart siote me for
having interfered in this matter. I hurried
away fron the building, which now appeared to
my fevered imagination to bo a ln,îabic asylum ;
but 1 had gone only a short distance when 1
heard the crash of broken glass over-heard, fol-
lowed by a feavy faîl on the side-walk, sud a
deep groan. Hornified beyond measuro, I
dashed down the street, ixot daring to look ho-
hind me, and took the shortest roïd to the

Lrailwsy station, iutent only on putting the
groeattposeible distance bebweeu myseif and e
place whcre I had been bhe haplesa cause of suchra tragody.

I did uot quite shako off this phantsy (if
such it .was) until 1 resd in one1 of the Laertnoni
papers the followiug item :-6 A largo dog, sup.
posed t# ho mad, and which haed found hie way

> b in cth roonis of the chose club, mâde a sud-
Sden a'nd violent attack upon the gentlemn

present. After a desperate stmuggle he was
thrown out of the window, falling thirty foot to

the pavement below. When examinod hiie
ekuli was found to ho fractured by thc fali,
Hapi'ily none of the gentlemen were injured
beyond a fow braise sand scratches." In my
heamt I hoped that this incident had proved a

Fdiversion in favour of the old gentleman whose

f a ud.a whi1te-haireflgentleman of gratve demeau-
ie our engaged in bis place.
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second time, the notice ran-" Professor Biackie
will meet hie acces on the 4bb."

IT is related of one Job Walmsley, a Yorkshire
advocate of beetotalsn, who was huniourous in
a rough wsly as well as cloquent, that hie ws
waited upon on one occasion by a young gen-
tleman wbo wss ambitions to shine upon pilat-
forme, after the mauncr of Jabez 1lnwards, Simeon
Smithamd, and Mm. J. B. Gough. "Tha wants
to ho a public speyker, dos' tha, lad? An' tha
thinks awm the cbep to put tha up to a wriukle
about it 1 Tha's reight, i awm!1 Now harks tha!
W hieu tha mises to mek thy epeycb, hit taable an'
oppen thy mawth. If nowt cornes, bak' a sup o'
watther au' bit taable again. Then oppen tby
mawtb wider than afoor. Thon if nowt comes
taik' thysen off, and lenve public speykiu to such
as me."

MORE BEAU TRAN LÂwý%.-When Gratiot'
Michigan, began to be dieturbod by pioneers, and
bad its first justice of the peace,'a farmner nsmned
Davison walked thrce miles to secume a warrant
againît a neiglibour named. Meacham. for assanit
sud battery. To save thc constable a six-mile
trip, the defendant waiked in with the plaintiff.
They encountemed hie honour juet leaving hie
bouse with a guui on hIe shonîder, sud Davison
haited bim with-" Squar', I want a warrant
for this man for strikin' me. Il I'mi in an awful
hurrv--coiiie to-iiiorrow." "So'm I in a hurry ;
and Fra goin' to bave a raisin' to-maorrer."
IlMeachain, did you hit bum ?" IIYee." "Day-
ison did you etrike back ?" I"No." IlMeticham,
wouid you rather work for him tbree days than
go tW gaol 7" I 1guese se." IlAnd that vill

satisf, you, Davison ?"1"1Yes. " «'*Thona make
track for home, and don't bother me furthem!1
My son has juet corne in with the newe that an
oid bear and tbree cube are up the old beecli
dowîî aI the edge of the slashiîig, sud I'rn going
to have corne bear-meat if it upsets the Stabe of
Michigan. Court'e adjourued."

MR. Comettant'relateq that ho bas been boe
Elsinore in searcli of Hamlet's tomb. Ho sud
hie fiend meached a bill on which formerly eWood
an abbey, at the extmemity of the temmaccd gar-
dons of Mamieniyst, wheme, they were toid, they
would bebold the sublime mebaphysiciau's tomb.
Finding nothing, tbey inquired of a passer.by,

gHamleb's tomb, if von plesse 1" "Which tomb
is the one you want Î" Which tonb ! Are theme
tvo Hamlet's tombe? He can'î have been buried
in two places at once." "Possibly. Nevcrbheiese,
there have been bbree Hamlet'e tomba, thoug h
only baîf of one is still romnaining. 1 muet in-
forai you, if you don't know it aImoady, that one
single tomb wss quite insufficient bo sabisfy the
curioeity of English visitera. At one tume there
was no Hamiet's bimb ab ail at Elsinore ; for, as
you are awsre, the Danicli prince nover sot foot
in Zealand, eibber a1iveer dead. à But the Eng-
lieh, who came in crowds to Elsinore, insisted ou
baving one ; sud so soiuebody made thora tomnb
bhe frn4. But the orowds of touriste iucreased
bo sucli an exteut and se auuoyed the owuer of
the land wliere the monumenît stood, Ihat in
order to divide, if hoe could not euppress bbe
floiks of pilgrims, ho set up anotiier tomb at the
further end of hie propemty. But that did. no
good - because the Engliie-you know how
curious they are 1 -Wiou' 'd visit bobh the tombe.

rHe themefore, drivon' to despair, erected a third
tomb. The two firet have dieappeared, sud only
a portion- of the third remains. 1 suppose tbe
Englieli have carried sway bbe rest of it pioco-
meal in their pockeb.s to enrich their Shakespear-
eau niuseurns.1

A UNITED STATES p)oat-office agent was in-
specting the office aIt rou rod, Montana, whicb
conei8ed of a saloon, a post office moom, sud a

efamo bank. The mail-hag wase enptied on te the
efloor, the crowd overbauling the lettere, regis-
ateîed sud acl, eelecting what bhty wanted, and

bhe reet were thrown intos candie-box. "Whore's
tho post-master Y"'aaked the agent of the bar-
tender. "Out mininig." "Where je the assis-

utant- post. master 1" "«Gone te Holl's Canon;
,.and, by thundor, Bill Joues hias got We mn this
Yoffice uext week ! îb'e hie tumu." The govern-
l-ment officiai demandcd bbc keys of bhe office.

u The bar-tender coolly took the candie box front
Sthe bar, placed it on the floor, aud gav-e it a
0kick, sending il out of the door, sayiug, "There's

i8 your post-office ; aud now git !" The agent re-
1.pomted, IlKuowing the custons, of the country,

d 1 lest uo tume in foilowing Ibis advice, snd got."
T ihis-i- _1y lbc,_o--ff4E.et+I*o- od As.di-


