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FATAL OMENS.
There may be nome advantage ln believing in lucky omens,

since the believer enjoys his good fortune la expectation, if
not ta fruition; but, unles it be good to meet trouble con-
siderably more than half way, those who have faith In death-
tokens are not to be envied. If they would not make ther-
selves miserable with disinal gueases as to the coming vacancy

in the home circle, they muat keep every window cloue, lest
ome erratic bird ly in and out agin ; and even then a robin,

latent on a friendly call, may tap thrice at the glass barring
lis entrance, a heedless swallow may tumble down the chim-
ney, or alively crow croak thrice as ihc les overhead--allaIn-
fallible aigns of a speedy visit from the grisly king. la Nor-
thamptouahire It la sufficient to nse three magples in sociable
communion, to become aware a burying ta ai band, although
elsewhere the sight Io a welcome one, for

One i a sign of sorrow, two las aigu of mirth,
Three are a aigu of wedding, and four a sign of birth.

Chaucer speaks of the "owl eke that of death the bode bring-
eth," and Spencer's Ilwhistler hrill. that whoso hears shall
die," lias but to ap hi winga against an invalid's chamber-
door, and the doctor may go his way. The owls evil repute
reaches ever to Siam, where lis perching upon a roof laiheld
prophetic of at least one death la the house It covers. The
only bird rivalling the owl In this sinister respect l the raven.
"I had as lief hear the night rven, come what plagne could
have come after it," says Benedick. Full of her fell purpose,
Lady Macbeth exclaimu,

The raven himself la hoarse
That croaka the fatal entranoe of Duncan
Under my battlements;

and the victim of Iaso'a treacherous counsel, and his own weak
credulity, cries,

IL cornes over may m.mcry,
As doth the ravens oer e nfected house,
Boding t aIL

According to au Estern tradition Cain, after committing
the firt murder, wandered about the earth with is brother's
body, knowing not how to rid hmself of the ghastly burden.
One day he carne upon two ravens In ferce conlict, and saw
the victor make a hole luthe ground with his talons and beak,
and deposit therein the body of his foe. Taking the hint,
Cain set to work with hi handa, and hid Abel'a corpae in a
grave benea'h a palm tree. When h, iad nfilsihed bis tank
his instructor, who had watched the operations from a tree
branch, 1ew to Adam, with the news. From that time the
raven ha been a mesenger of 1il to mankind. The grim as-
pect of the raven, is sombre plumage, and is odd croak, in
nome measure - excuse his libellers; but it la hard uponthe
pigeon that ho caunot rest on a tree or stray into a house
without being scouted as the harbinger of death. Fowls roost-
ing at noon lie under the same imputation, and If a hen so far
forgets herself as to crow, the only way of preventing a death
following iSut au sirtion of the equality of the sexes i to
wring the ofeder's nec*.

The liability of tInstec play the partof death-seers seems
to be limited to the bee, the butterly, and the death-watch.
The tieking of the lat behind the wainscot, the appearance
of three butterlies taking the air In company, or the mwre en-
trance of a wild hummer Into a louse, are equally fatal. Ifa
warm of bees choose to settle upon a dead hedge.stake, a

dead tree, or the deSd bough of a living one, a desth is sure to
mocur lu the family of the owner before twelv months have
gone by. It lsa still more serious matter for an ox or a cow
to break lito aman's garden; thatls avwarning he will hear
of three desthIs ai hs famly In the ensuing half year. Does
the feminine borror of mice spring from a latent belief in the
auperstition that a mouse runnng oven a person, orhaqnellug
behind s bed, la as ominens cf dravu blinda as lie bolilng cf
a dog outaide a sick mn's leouse? .

Some shirewd old armer, we uspect, frat promulgated lie
notion that the missing of a drill in sowing betokenèd the de-
mise of somebody employed on the farm before the season vas
out; but how the idea could obtain anywhere that a sinlilar
misfortune la entailed by growing parsley l a garden la be-
yond comprehension. Thanks to gas, cola, and rock-oil, one
i. pretty safe now-a-days from having onels equanimity dis-
turbed by a tallowy winding-sheet ; but, unless we eschew
open finres, we must remaia liable to receive au unplemat no-
tification by a coffin-shaped cinder popping out upon us. Ma-
terfamilias should look to it that nurse makes sure baby i aIn
the cradle ere she ets abòut rocking It, for if the cradle be
tenatess when rocked a little coffin will oon be required.
Ladies who love their lords muat bewau of fra:turing the
symbol of wedlock, the breakilîg of a wedding-ring being a
certainqga tha its owner ill soon wear the Weeds of widow-
hood. 1'e suppose the rarity of such an accident bas invested
It with pi dire significance. Barer Still ithe substtion
of a moëbalag ring for the circlet of plain gold; and no won-
der Mauritia de Nassau swooned vhen she discovered her
careless bridegroom had bound her to him avith a deat's-head
ring. When he should have been at charch the young Bar
of Balesres was quietly taking breakfast In his nightgown
and slippers, oblivious of the fact that it was is wedding
monimng. Reninded tat the fair Mauritla was wating
for hian, h. dresed hurriedly, and hastened to church.
When the weddlng-ring was wantd it was not forthcoming
sud Balcarres taking a ring hwisoasfriend's hand,'placed it upon
the bride's finger. Afier the oeremonay vas over, lie lady
glancing at her hiand behold adeah's hadcadeross-bones upon
li, ring, and fated. When ahe recovered, mhe declared ahe
vas dustined bo dis withinu lie year--a presentimient that pro
bably helpedi te bring about its ovn fulineent, for before ihe
twelvemnthl expired lie heedles. Ear vas a vidover.

Whien lie Scotisal dead-bell" iinkled lu Lord Marmion'
ars, the forger-lieue addressing Phig-Eustace, sid:

la it not strange, that, as y. sung,
Soeme lu mine eau a deat-pesi runig.
Bsh as lu nunners they toli

- For une dparting simien' ma
avhtmay ta peneui

but the squir~e left the Patiner to.sanr-" The death of i
truefriend"--aeyafu interpretaiionupon the, eve oflFlodden
Pensons possming lie uenomrable faculty cf seuod alit
know liai an tndividual vili sucumb to deali vithin a yea
vhen they se him or lien accomnpanied by a shiadovy airoud
invisible te leaa-favoured eyes; the nearer the ehrond Ises t<
lie doomedi one's hiead thie cloer la the eud ai handi. Lort
Reay vrites to Mn. Pepys, " A gentleman vho vas married t

a cousin of Drynul., living in the conty of Bosucoming on a
visit to him at hi. house, called him-to the door to speak to
him about some business. But when they went out ho was so
frlghtened that ho fainted, and, having recovered, would in
no wise stay ln the house that night, but went with his wife
to a farmer's lard by, where, she asking him why he left the c
house, he told her publicly that he knew Drynle would die t
that night, for when they went to the door he saw bis wind- a
ing-sheet about him. And acoodlingly the gentleman did l
die that night, though he went to bed la perfect health, and s
had had no sickneu for some time before. I hai this setory c
from Drynie's own son, the farmer, hie servant and the man n
himself who saw .it." Henry, Earl of Clarenïon, son of the i
famous Chancellor, sets down a still stranger story for the l
Secretary's ediication. "One day, I know by srme remark- o
able circummtances it was towards the middle of February, r
1661-2, the old Earl of Newborough came to dine with my
father at Worcestr House, and another Scotch gentleman with c
him, whose name I cannot call to mind. After dinner, as we a
were standing and talking together il the room, says my Lord si
Newborough to the other Scotch gentleman, who was looking
very steadfastly upon my wife,• Whbat is the matter, that thon t
hast had thine eyes flxed upon my Lady Cornbury ever since t
ahe came into the room ? I. sh. not a flne woman? Why 0
dost thon not speakg?' '8h.'s a handsome lady, indeed,' sald à
the gentleman, 'but I see ler ln blood.' Whereupon my Lord C
Newborough laughed at him; and all the company going out %
of the room we parted, and I belleve none of us thought more o
of the matter, I am sure I did not. iy wife was at that time 2
perfectly weli lu health, and looked as well as ever she did lu a
her life. In the beginuing of the next month ahe fAIl 111 of d
thé small-pox; she was al ways very apprehensive of tht t
disease, and used to say if ever she had it he should die of it.
Upon the lnnth day after the amall-pox appeared, ln the morn- e
lng, ahe bled at the nose, which quickly stopped; but In the
afternoon the blood burst ont agin vith great violence at her r
nose and uonth, and about eleven of the clock that aight the
died, almost veltiering lnlher blood."

To see ourselves as othera see us Io sentence of deith, *Ith
speedy execution. In 179, the hostes of the Three Stag in
St. George's Fields. feull one day Into a sort of olumber as
she was sitting in th bar. When ahe awoke she said
that she al dreamed she mw herself enter a room where
she was sitting; getting up from her seat she spoke to
her second seIf taking the phautom, which resembled
ler ln every particular, by the hand. Nothing lier friend8 1
could say would convince her it vas uoly a dream. "Whether a
it was her eidolon or not," sayi the newspaper chronicler of t
the strange vision, " w shall not pretend to say, but certain a
it la that the next morning, after eating ler b.eakfast, she
was taken lil, and expired ln a quarter of au hour."

Were omen-mongers content with drawing dire conclusions i
from doleful visions, there would be something like method in 1
their madness, but they make joy prophetic of sorrow, a light i
heart premonitory of heavy woe. Since provision la happily
denied mankind, it were odd, indeed, If instances could not be
cited of merriment preluding misfortune. Jimes the Second,i
of Scotland, held high revel, and was unusually gay, a few 1
hours before he was mur iered. Buckingham cut a caper or à
two upon rising from his bed the day Feltou's knif easplit his1
proud heart in two A young officer put on new re4imesntais(
" to meet iaster Sgult," and was full of fun' on the morning of
Vimiera's fight, l which he was killed. The idea thit high1
spirits presage impending calamity does not lack poetic au-
thority Romeo has only just uttered the word,

My bosom's lord sits lightly on his thronte,
And, ail the day, an unaccustom'd spirit,
Lifta me above the ground with cheerfutl thoughts,

when Balthasar com3 with bad news from Verona. Hastings
josts at the doubts of the boar-fearing Stanley, asking,

Think you, but that i know our state secured,
I would beo triumphant as 1 am?.

but a little while before he hears Go'ster avear ho witl not
dine before h. sees his head. King Duncan had been in unu-
sual pleasure before seeking the bed from which he was not
to rise again. But ln truth Shakespeare might be quoted as
effectively to prove that low spirite forerun evil hap. Hamiet
fuels ill about the heart when summoned to meet Laertes with
the foils "mach a gainuaying as would, perhap, trouble a
woman," but h. deles the augnry, and goes to his death.

Sanday funerals would need no officiai discouragement eore
it an article of common bellef that if a grave baopen on the
frst day of the week the sexton will have so ply hie spide
before another Sunday comes ;. but so far as we knov this no-
tion la pecullar to a solitary pariah in Suffolk. Another super-
stition of the sm sorti ithe belief that on des àin a lhouse:
wili be speedily followed by another If the door is closed upon
a corpse-hat la, if th house door be shut before the hearse
has started on itli journey.

Mr. Fludd told the author of & A History of R imarkable
Providences tliat James the Firat vas earnestly entreated to
forego disturbing the remains of him unhappy mother, It being
very well known that if a body wr removed from its grave
some of the family would die shortly afterwards;. " as did,"I
says Turner, "Prince Henry and, 1 think, Queen AuneI" lie
was half right, hait wrong. Prince Henry's death followed
hard upon the removal of Mary's body from Fotheringay to
Westminster Aubey. That took place ln the autumn of 1612,
lu September the. Prince slckeued, ln Oatober lie took te is
bed, aud vhen, upon the. twenty-nith cf the. mnonh, a luar
i nbov for seven heurs seemilngly spanned the. palace cf St.

IJames'., the. crowd cf gazera accepted the. unusuai aight as a
-fatal ornen, add upon the Afth of Novemnber he vie might
have saved bis race from ruin passed away te is resi. James
did net lose bis consort till meyen years aftervardi, and we

s bave is royal vord for it thata cornet appeared specially for
lie sad occamion. Hm boresved majesty, tuuing poet iu hi.
grief, wrote,

Thee te invt te .great God sent a star•;
Mis nearis friendasud km goc princes are,

Death serves but te reftne their majesty.
a'so did miy Queen her court freom heu.. remove,
.And lefi ihis earth te be enthronied above;

Tuen la she changed, net dead. No good prince dies,
But, 11k, the, sun, dothi only set te rime.

,Baxter assures us that the. vell ah Oudie « drummed " lna
oanticipaion cf the decease cf Charles il. When Shakespear's

i Llenry IV. awoons after hearnlg good tidings fromi lie seat of
ovar, Prince Humphrey deems lie viii scon b. aIreless, becanue

The river has tinice flowed, no ebb betWeen;
And the old folk, Time's doUng chronielera,
Say it did so a Utile Ume before,
That our great grandaire, Edward, alck'd, and died.

The Welsh captaina l Richard II. declares his countrymen
annot be longer kept together, the withering of the bay-trees,
he bloody aspect of the moon, Md meteors fghting thei lxed
tara, ail assuring them the king vas dead. Wheu there vere
ions lu the Tower the death of one of the royal beasts vas
.upposed to herald the demise of the wearer of England'a
ron, as surely as any extraordinary disturbance of the ele-
monts announced a great man vas dead. The Greeks, throng-
ng Mimsolonhil's streets, to learn how It vent with their poet-
eader, cried with one accord, as a violent thunderstorm broke
ver their heads, "The great man ia gone!" and they divined
ightly, for at that moment Byron died.

Not a few old families pride themselves upon inheriting
certain omens, whereby they are wamed of death's approach.
Some are warned by a meteor's light, ome by melancholy
trains of music floating fron the mansion to die away lu the
*oods. A mysterlous knocking, neyer heard at any other time,
elle the lords of Bampton that one of their race la bound for
the slent land. A etamping by unseen feet on the palace
Ioor predicates a death in the family of the Ducal house of
Modena. A sturgeon forcing its way up the Trent towards
Jlifton Hall, la a aigu that the Oliftons of Nottinghamshire
will have to put on mourning. For mome days bole the death
of the heir of the Breretons, the trunk of a tree is to be seen
loating on the lake near the family mnaiou. Two giant owls
perch upon the battlements of Wardour Osle when au Arun-
dels last hour lias come. If aDevonshire Oxenham la about
o di, a white-breasted bird atters over the doomed one's bed.
A local ballad relates how on the bridai eve of Margaret, heir-
ss of the brave and generous Sir James Oxenham, a silver-
breasted bird 1ew over the wedding guests, just as Sir James
ose to acknowledge their congratulations. The next day the
bride fell dead at the altar, stabbed by a discarded lover.

"Now, marry me, proud maid," he crled,
0 Thy blood with mine shall wed i 1"

He dashed the dagger la ber aide,
And at her feet fell dead.

Poor M &rg iret, too grows cold with death,
And round her, hovering ies

The phantom bird for her last.breath,
To baar it to the skies.

Howell saw a tombstone lu a stoue-cutter's hop lu Fleet-
treet lu 1632, incribed with the names of sundry persons who
hereby attested to the fact that John Oxenham, Mary, his
sisterJamis, his son, and Elisibeth, his mother, had eacmand
ali died with a white-crested bird lnttering above their beds.

A family of R"ck Ransa, Arran, know when one of their kin
is about to die by an invisible piper playing a lament on the
kilt-aide. When Dath purposes visiting a MoLean of Lch-
Lury, the unwelcome caller Is heralded by the spirit of a bat-
tie-alain ancestor ringing the belle on his fairy bridle, as he
gallops twice round the old hommstead. As a rule, death-an-
nouancing phantoms are of the feminine gender. No Lady Hoi-
land expects to shuffis off this morteal coil until she as seen a
shadowy counterfeit presentiment of herself. The Middletons of
Yorkshire, as becomes au sacient Catholic house, have a Bene-
dictine nun to apprise them of a reduction in the number of
Middletous. A weeping, moaning, earthy sprite varns the
StSnleys of the death of a distinguished mumber of the family.
A hiiry-armed girl, called Ray Moullach, bring the like sad
news to the Grants of Grant; the Bodach-am-dun, otherwise
the ghost of the hill, performs the office for the Grants of
Bothiemrcus; and .most old Highland familles boast their
own familiar Banshee whose wailing, screaming, and weeping
tells them th-, head oflthe house muat make room for his hein.
Lady Fanshaw, visiting the head of au Irish sept lu bis most-
ed baronial grange, was made avare that banshees are not
peculiar to Scotland. Avakened at midnight by au awful
unearthly socean, ahe beheld, by the light of the moon, a fe-
male form at the window of her rooi which was toc fan froi
the ground for any woman of mo aimould to reach. The
creature owned a pretty pale face, and red dishevelled hair,
and was clad in the garb of old-vry old-Ireland. Alter
exhibiting herself for some time, the Interesting spectre
shrieked twice and vanished. Wheu Lady Fanshaw told ler
hoeat what aie had seen he w not ai aIl surprised. "A naar
relatioc4," sald h i.,died liai nightit iis osai. W. kept
our expectationas of the event from yon, lest it touid throw a
clond over the cheerful reception which vas your due. Now,
before such au event happens in the family and castle thel à-
male spectre you sa always becomes visible. Sh; la believed
to be the spirit of a wom ta of inferior rank who' one of my
ancestors married, and whom he afterwards caused to be
drowned in 'the moat, to expiate the dishonour done to our
race." If aIl banshees originated lu the me way the leas
the proprietors of such things brag of the matter the better.
If we nmust believe in omens, rather thsa own a banahee, we
would put our faith in warnings that are common property,
liko the creduious who behold

No natural exhalatiou in the sky,
Nu scope of nature, no dist"mper'd day,
Ne oiommuavin 1, n) catomé I eveut,
But tbey ili pluck sway bis natura cause,
And call ther meteurs, prodigies, and aigus,
Abortions, presages, and tonues of beaven.

ODDITIES.

Dib Lewis la tiie mn vho kept s Utica audience until 10.30,
explaining to themn the geood reult et going te b.d promptiy at
aine.

A paek cf volveast iierbourne Cunty, Etnsota, ehaset s
couple cf lawyers Ive mis, andi 1h, New Urleans JtepubUeen
ibinks It showed a iek oC professional eourtesy.

An ezehange maya that a Miohîgau roa dreamed reoently that
ii antL va doad. Thie dreamn proved true. He tried the samie

dresam on hm methesr-in-lav, but it didn't vork.
. Tiiey vere going te put a mnu out of a san Francaseo theatre
for ereating a disaurbance, Whenj a voiee crIed!, He'. all rigt-
he's killed a Chinamaail" sud they let the man alone.

A vell-dressedi, maatronly-booking lady vahed int ai smaloon
lu Oswego the othier day laid ber muR on the counter, snd teck

onte a pair cf apotaclea, vhen tue bar-tnder promptly Inomed

dovn inte her dress pocket the womuan produced s Rat bottle
andi colly ouled for a plut cf whiskey, She doesu't know yet
vwhat thai bar-tender was alarmed about.
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