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EDITORIAL,

ON TIHE OPENING OF THE NEART.

The heart of man was made to be filled and
satisfied with the love of God, and nothing else can
fill it. But sin has closed the heart against 1lis
love, and man is doomed to cternal dissatisfaction.
Such is the testimony of the Bible, and this testi-
mony is confirmed by the experience of all men in
every age.

Prophets spoke of the stony heart, deceitful
abovo all things and desperately wicked, and pro-
nounced that man a fool who trusts to his own
heart. They foretold how the Messinh would be

i freely with the poor,

treated by his own nation . **Who hath believed
our report, and to whom is the armn of the Lord |

revealed ; for T'¢ shall grow up before Him as a | charged Ilim with every crime.

Sinai to deliver His Iaw. Thoy could net endure
the sight, and if so much as a Least touch the
mountain it shall be stoned or thrust througl with
a dart.  “And so terrible was thesight that Moses
snid, I exceedingly fear and quake.”  (IIeb. xii. 21.)
*Let not God spenk to us lest wo die,” they
pleaded with Moses, When the Jews read these
things tho veil was on their heart. God appeared
to them as a consuming fire.  Not as a God of in-
finite love, but a God of awful justice  They read
on and find a man gathering sticks on the seventh
day of the week., What did the people do with
their erring brother ? Do they tell him of God's
love to sinners and join with him in pleading for
mercy? Noj there is nopardon for him. ¢ Bvery
transgression and disobedience received a just re-
compense of reward.” ¢“Let the congregation
stone him that he die,” wag Jehovah’s mandate.
Would the man feel the love of God while thus

"suffering 2 No ; nor would the people who were
I neither to pity nor spare him, but stone him to

death. Tt was not a display of God's love, but of
Ilis displeasure; and tbhe reading of such left tho
veil upon their hearts.

Let the reading turn to Christ and what is dis-
played 2 We sce n Being of infinite amiableness
coming to & world for ages steeped in odious cor-
ruption and crime. His Father sending 1lim not
to condemn the world, but that the world through
im should be saved. We see Him sceking out
the suffering to heal and bless them. Mingling
Himself the poorest of them
all.  When weary and worn with other’s burdens,
Ilc had not where to lay ITis head. Inevery word
and action of His hife, condemning sin, yet pitying
the sinner and waiting to pardon every one who
came to ITim.  As pure as the throne of God, yet
meekly enduring the reproaches of those who
He rovealed the

tender plant, and as a rootout of u dry ground. le | Father's justice and mercy so clearly that every

hath no form nor comeliness, and when weshall see ‘ one-who saw Ilim saw the IPather.

Him there is no beauty that we should desire Him.
(Isa. 53.)

ITow often have we wondered why those who
saw the Saviour and Iis mighty works saw no
beauty in Him, and that those who did not see
Iim, but belicved on Him through the apostles’
word, were so moved by 1lis love as to willingly
die for IIim. Why e had so few followers be-
fore Ilis death and so many after Ilis resurrcetion!
The death of other great men was the end of their
greatness, but the death of Jesus began Ilig
triumphs. Death mecets others to crush and con-
quer them, but it met Ilim to be crushed and con-
quered by Him, Iic felt all the power of death
but unstung this cnciny and rese to die no more,
He laid down Iis life, but it spread life to un-
numbered millions. It was the life of the world. |
““Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and
dic, it abideth alone, but if it die it bringeth forth
much f{ruit.” (John aii. 24.) Ilence it was by |
lis death His fullowers were increased.

There was a veil over the hearts of the Jews
which as much kept out the love of God as a“thick
veil keeps out the ight from the eye. The Lord
opens the heart by removing that veil, and letting
in Iis love, which Paul thus describes: “For
until this day remaineth the same veil, untaken
away in the reading of the Ol Testament, which
veil is done away in Christ, But cven unto this
day, when Moscs is read, the veil is upon their
heart. Nevertheless, when it shall turn unto the
Lord the veil shall be taken away.,” (2 Cor. iii.
14-15.) While the Jews read Moses and looked to
him as their only mediatorand lawgiver, their hearts
were hard and dark, the love of God was excluded,
and they could not look to the end of that which
is 2holished. They read of their fathers pleading
with Moses to stand between them and the Lord
when He came down in awful majesty amidst

thundering, lightnings and carthquakes on Mount

The study of
the life aud death of our Saviour removes the veil

and causes God's love to flow into the heart.  Tlis
death was painful, lingering and reproachful. 1t

was the death men inflicted on the vilest slaves,
It was n death accursed of God. IIe was made a
curse for us. Divine justice appeared at the cross,
not in the stoning of the transgressor, but in the
crucifying of the Y.ord of glory that transgressors
might be pardoned and purified and glorified in
Heaven.

WhenMoses was preached every Sabbathday to the
Jews the veil was on their heart, They looked no
farther. When Christ was preached to His very
murderers their hearts were pierced; the love . f
God cntered and they were saved.  Saul of Tarsus
read Moses, and his heart was so veiled that he
hunted to prison and to death the followers of
Christ. When he read Christ and Ilim cracified
that veil was taken away. So with all others who
read and believe oun the Lord Jesus Christ, the veil
is taken away. What was Paul’s determination
is that of every true Christian: ¢ God forbid that
1 should glory, savein the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me
and T unto the world.”

As the followers of Christ we are relieved from
preaching Moses even when showing men their
sins. God’s inflexible justice shines clearer at Cul-
vary than at Sinai. There we sce the enormity of
our sins when *¢ it pleased the Lord to braise Him,”
to **1ay on Ilim the iniquity of us all.™ There is
no other message so powerful to convince us of our
sins as the Divine message sent by Jesus Iimself
in the Gospel, viz.: ¢ Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures,” &e. (1 Cor. xv. 1-4.)
And there is vo other message to mankind so full
of God's wondrous love to all. Paul was not
ashamed of -the Gospel of Christ, not because it was
a power of God, but tke power of God'unto salva-
tion i every onc tlat believeth. It is the grand

work of the children of God to spread that QGospel,
and by their Christ-like deportnient to influence
others to believe it to the saving of their souls,
Oh! that all would earnestly inquire, What an I
doing to forward the work? and bo faithful.

Very many who desire to be Christians are dis-
couraged because they do not love the Saviour.
"They sco that none can bo saved unless they love
im, and often thiuk the more they strive and even
pray for that love the harder grows their hearts.
How wise and good was the Saviour in not making
the sinner’s love the condition on which he would
save him. 1fo knew that no man, by willing and
resolving, can directly cither produce or obtain
that love in himself; hence, if that were the con-
dition on which Christ would save him ho must
perish,  No Christian is satisticd that he loves the
Lord as he ought to, and fience talks about the
love of Christ, and trusts more to it than to his
own love to Christ. When Peter was asked,
¢ Lovest thou me?” he felt his own love to be so
very far below Jesus’ love to him he could only
sny: *¢ Yen, Lovd, thou knowest that I love thee.”™
Though his love was so small, Jesus knew it, ond:
could kindle and fan the spark until it became-an
cver-inereasing flame.  No wonder that the sinner
would feel his love to be very-very small when he
thinks of Jesus’ immense love to him.,

But ag Jesus will not save him who has no‘love
for 1im. what is the kind and degree of that love
which Ile will accept 2 Jesus has answered ﬂns
question clearly and positively: ¢ Iear ye Ilim. »
¢ IIe that hath my commandments and ]\ccpcth
them 1B IT 18 THAT LOVETI ME,» &c. And RV /4
a man love Mehe will keep my word, and my Father
will love him, and we will come unto him and
make our ahode with him; he that loveth Me not
keepeth not my sayings.”  (John xiv. 21: axiv. 25.)
No man could spenk. plainer than this.  Jesus tells
what 1le regards as love, or who it is that loves
Iim, and what will follow. He and His Father
will love him and come unto .him and. make théir
abode with hun, e has told the sinner inthe
commission what Ile is to do, and those whose
hearts the Lord opencd did those things as recorded
in Acts of Apostles, and then hod Jesus’ promise.
Jesus saved them, and He and 1lis Father abode
with them. This was not because they loved the
Lord as mach as'they ought, but beeause He died
for their sins and took a delight in saving them
when they obeyed IInn Those who contnmcd in
His word and kept Iis commandments throunh
life had the love that e accepts, and had the .pre-
sence of Him and His Father increasing that love
and shedding it abroad in their hearts by the Holy
Spirit. Such shall never perish, for no man is able
to pluck them out of the Father's hand.

Reader, if you have not yet accepted.of Christ,
be-wise and obey His Gospel, and Heo will forgive
all your past sins und wrongs, cven your want of
love to Him. Ie waits to bie gracious to take you
into fellowship with Himsclf that He may give you
His Spirit and str‘cnnth and every thing you need.
Tlc is able to save you and keep you from falling,
and to present you blamecless before His throne.
To Mim be glory forever aud ever. D. C.

Anour two years ago we wrote giving it as our
firm conviction that the modern methods .of rais-
ing money for church purposes are -not only un-
scriptural, but that -they-exert a:baueful infiuence
overthe people, religious or irreligious: Sincethat
time we have been watching very.iclosely'the ‘in-
genuity displayed iniwhat'might-be:called cliurch
advertiseinents; and also to find -out whéther: the
final vesults weré éommensurate with the 'efforts
put forth. Now, saying nothing as to thie ncccésiﬁ’_y
expenses for beautifying: ﬂxe roomi; the cost ‘of
toilet forscttmg off to advantage thé pecsons nctlvely
engaged in tlie proccedm«rs and le(avmg out of
consxdemuon the, anxiety abd worry,.the toil and



