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PAILWAY LEGISLATION.

During the present session of the
B3ritish Colunmbia Lcg;*slative.Assenibly
there bave been introduced-some of
them, indced, have passed through
their différent stages-Bis for the pro-'
motion of the railway, mining and other
interests of the Province. In one or
more cases, objection bas been raised
to projects; because, instcad of leading
frora somne important centre in Canada
to the districts which were ther ob-
jective pocint, their place of departure
or connection %w in the United
States. Tis, it was held, would con-
stitute thcmn feeders of the Anierican
trunk roads, and, in the meantime,
enabic the enterprising people of the
United States ta, secure our raw pro.
ducls ta the advantage cf their own
factories or devciopment works and

there was ta be done, and, as lias leen
the experience, would go on prornîsing
alrnost tilt the day of duorn that it
would give al the accommnodations
that were reeded. But the fact is that
roads and railways must, as a rule, pre-
cede the practical opeiting Up cf a new
country, sa that in such evcat, the
chances cf the road being built would
be very few and at the best, be very re-
mote. As conccrns tht Government
and members cf the House generally,
they have manifestcd an extreme de-
sire ta aid railway and deveiopmnent
enterprises ta tht best cf their ability;
but there are saine cf the peoplc's re-
presentatives, who, st is said, for tht
love they bear te certain existing or
prospective projects, have lost sighit cf
the main consideration.

MNoreover, it would appeat as if there
were tea rnany schemeirs w~ho are float-
ing schr-mes upon paper, oniy 1in order
that they may be bought off by those
who, possessed cf larger foresiglit and
greater enterprise than they had, are
already in the field, and ta whom their
rivalry would prove ta be èisastrous. lIt
bas been pertinently suggested that
some cf the proposcd corporations, de-
spite their otherwise manifest leiti-
macy, are as yet possesscd cf littie or
no baclcing, and that the proposais
they caver can cnly be carried out by
the enterprise being made a malter cf

thus place obstructions in the WZY purchase and sale. This objection can
of there being cstabiished uPPn Ircadily bc met by it being miade an ah-
this side the industries which it is solute stipulation that somcthing shall
tht desire cf ail true Canadians te sec be dont within a very lirnited time, sa
started and made Io flourish in this as te prevent the entcrprist being de-
province. But there is anothtr way cf laycd until a more convenient season
loolcing at ihis matter, and tht question whcn, the advantages being l>etter
may fairly bc askcd, whctber if these understood, there wilI be those who,
lines with Anierican terrnini were net anxious te carry out the work~, will pay
estblished, those otherwise alnvost in- tt Ilpromnoters " a higher piice for
accessible regions wouid be reached, their Ilprospects."
their products brought ta, a convenient 1roperly safeguarded anyîhing le-
place cf disposai or utilization, an.d gitimate can in no way be striously in-
their people placed in connection with jured by being incorporated in this
the oearket 'which they se much need ? way as tht charter-holders, knowing the

Morcover, is it net better te have shortness cf the time diring which
what may, perhaps, bc terrned an they muui reap their harvest, wilI
Amencan road than ne road at ail ? energeticaily exert theniselves to capi-
Certaïn it is, that tht speciai sections talize or dispose cf tht rights they have
ta bc reached will bc bencfittcd by acquired as the products cf their en-
bcing opened Up ta the sellier, 10 tht terprise and bard worlc. Tt is net ta
mincr, and tn the nierchant ; and, if be supposed that cveryone should bc
tbat be the case, is it net a fact that tht given, as il were, the power te lock up
ýwhole comrmunity is advantaged ? lit cettain sections untit they or tireit
bas Ibccn said that, bchind this opposi prospective customcrs are rcady ta go
tien is the hidden band cf a grcat rail- t work, but everything shouid bc dont
way nionopoly, whichi without thzse 1 to secure the best and most feasiblc
roads wnuld secure what littlf- traffic roads which ought iet te, be allowcd to

be paralleled, or their prispectsdamaged
by unscrupulous adventurers. lhe
worc of thc Railway Cornniiuee and of
the Ilouse, this session, is a niast im-
portant une, and the public locks ta
its proper fulfilment for upon it the
future cf ibis part cf British North
Anicricamnmerialy depends. Letus have
ailltht available railways we can, but
do flot let us go mad in tht way cf giv-
ing what may be termed railway license
in ils worst sense.

ADVERTISING THE CITY.

Tht action cf the Board cf Trade
and City Councti cf Victoria in re-
solving ta advertise tht city cf Victoria
by means cf a spccially prepared pain-
phiet is ont that mnust commend itself
ta business men and capitalists. Tht
judicious and, at tht saine time, liberal
tuse cf printers' ink and other special
methods cf attracting public attention,
are a course of action that is, every
day, becoining more apprecialed. Tht
citits on tht Sound have pursued this
line with success, at least they have at-
tractcd ta themselves immense anlounts
cf labor and capital, which, however,
have benô te an extent grealcr than tht
surrounding circunistances have war-
ranted. Tht building fever was So in-
tense as te cause a boom whicli, ta
sanie degree, bas collapsed, with tht re-
suit of a considerable tumber of people
being left ini a measure financially
stranded; and, having no work ta do,
some cf thean have corne ta Victoria
and Vancouver, and have so flooded
the labor market as ta cause tht fear
that theit- presence will prove detri-
mental ta aur own people, who, in con-
sequence, may be compelled ta suifer
because cf tht additio-ial competition
that bas been causcl in the wage
market.

Il is net, on general principles, de-
sirable that a walI cf exclusion or of
ultra protectien should bc bult around
the actual cltizens cf the Province.
There are, howcver, in ail probabaiity,
a nuniber cf tht new or prospectîre ar-
rivais wha mighî not inappropriately be
termed Il North Ameracan Chinanien'
They have no desire or intention cf
settling, and sa, socrn as they shall have
earned ail the actual cash possible will
1>- disposed <'te fold the.ir tents, like tbt
Arabs, and as siientiy steal away." lIt
is flot ta bcecxpected that the contract-
tors wbo have been entrusted with the
different works because of their being


